
PERMANENT 
REFEJ^CE 

NOT TO 'S-L 
REMOVED FROM 

THE LIBRARY. 



PLANNING IMPLICATIONS OF THE REGIONAL 

DISPARITIES IN SRI LANKA 

A Dissertation 

Presented to 

the Department of Town and Country Planning 

Katubedde Campus, University of Sri Lanka 

PERMANENT 

NOT TO Cfi. f 
REMOVED FROM j 

THE LIBRARY, J 

In Partial Fulfilment 

of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master of Science in Town and Country Planning 

it 

i f 

52140 
L. D. Dickman 

December, 1976 



I 

SYNOPSIS 

This study is concerned with the planning implications 
of the existing regional disparities in Sri Lanka. The regional 
development problem is one of inequality in the development 
of suhnational geographic (Wet-Zone and Dry-Zone) regions and 
of the disparities in the distribution of wealth and income 
and in the provisions of infrastructure utilities and amenities. 
It is, in fact, the spatial manifestation of the phenomenon 
known as the "dual economy"; a dynamic, growing infrastructure 
modernizing urbanizing region (i.e. in the South-Western 
quadrant aS the Wet-Zone of the country) co-existing with a 
stagnant, traditional rural regions (Dry-Zone). The conse
quences of this dichotomy is serious for all regions; in the 
rural regions, it results in l§w income, unemployment, migra
tion of the most progressive segment of the population and 
a dependence on subsistance methods of production in the 
urban areas, the result has been increased migration causing 
serious deficiencies in housing, social services and employ
ment and so on. 

The discussion of these problems in the study has been 
carried out in six Chapters. The first two> chapters are in
troductory; the next two are analytical and the fifth chapter 
comprises the discussion on the planning solutions towards 
dealing with the problems. The final chapter has been devoted 
to the conclusions and recommendations. 

Thus, in the first chapter an attempt has been made to 
identify the regional delineation which was considered suitable 
for the study. In the second chapter the discussion has 
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focussed on the salient features of each of the defined 
regions. In next chapter three, the existing socio-economic 
and physical regional disparities have been separately ana
lysed. The causes and effects of such a disparity are also 
examined, mostly in terms of ©oonomic and demographic factors. 
The socio-economic development indicators of each region 
shows the prevailing discriminations. On the basis of this 
analysis, the planning implications of the existing regional 
disparities have been discussed in the fourth chapter. The 
present situation of spatial structuring of the urban centres, 
the government policies for resource allocation and the 
organizational implications have also been critically analysed 
in this chapter. 

The fifth chapter is devoted to a discussion of examining 
appropriate planning solutions to these problems. Some signi
ficant concepts such as "Balanced growth Vs. Unbalanced growth" 
."'Decentralization" "Growth Pole Strategy" and"Dispersed growth 
Centres" have been discussed with a view to deriving an appro
priate planning strategy. On this basis the final chapter 
has recommended Dispersed Growth Centre strategy as an 
appropriate solution towards meeting the planning problems 
arising from the regional disparities. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

In carrying out this study I have derived much help and 
information from the Master Plan Project of the United Nations Development 
Programme, ja the Department of Town and Country Planning and the 
Marga Institute. I acknowledge my obligation and indebtedness for these 
organisations and their staff. 

I wish to express my deep gratitude to Professor N. Gunaratna, 
the Head of Department of Town and Country Planning at Katubedde Campus, 
University of Sri Lanka and the Director of Studies Mr. Michael A. Slingsby 
for stimulating my interest in this study. 

The advice and guidance,me by my supervisor Mr. M. W. J. G. 
Mendis, Senior Lecturer in Town and Country Planning at the Katubedde 
Campus, right through the study had enabled me to improve my work a 
great deal. I am most grateful to him. 

Finally, I wish to thank Miss. Zeenia Dole for the efficient 
typing and also to express my deep gratitude to my late mother, and to 
my father, friends and colleagues who were kind enough to give me 
their co-operation and without whose help too this study could hot have 
been possible. 

L. D. D. 



LIST OF CONTENTS 

Synopsis 
Acknowledge ment 
List of Contents 
List of Tables 
List of Maps and Figures 
Introduction 

Chapter 1 : Determination of Regional Framework 
for the study of Disparities. 

Chapter 2 : Discussion of the Existing Situation, 
National and Regional Levels. 

Chapter 3 : An Analysis of the Existing 
Regional Disparities. 

Chapter 4 : The Planning Implications of the 
Regional Disparities. 

Chapter 5 : The Applicability of Planning 
Solutions in the alleviation of 
Regional Disparities. 

Chapter 6 : C-:C conclusions and Recommendations 

PAGE NOf 
i - ii 
iii 
iv 
v - vi 
vii 
viii - x 

1-14 

15 - 35 

36 - 66 

68 - 88 

69 - 110 

111 - 115 

Bibliography. 116 - 120 



I 

V 

LIST OF TABLES 
Table Page 

No. No. 

1.1 , Important Criteria' in the ,selection 13 
of a planning Region, 

2,1 Population Distribution in the Western Region 16 

2.2 Population Distribution in the Central Region 18 

2 .3 Population Distribution in the Southern Region 19 

2.4 Population Distribution in the North Region 20 

2.5 Population Distribution in the Eastern Region 22 
2.6 Population Distribution in the North-Western .23 

Region 
2.7 Population Distribution in the North-Central 25 

Region 
2.8 Population Distribution in the Uva Region 26 

2.9 Population Distribution in the Sabaragamuwa 27 
Region 

2.10 Sectoral Composition of GNP at constant 
Pacts Cost Prices and Growth rate. 31 

3.1 Location of Industries by Regions if© 
3.2 Industrial Estates and it locations i+2 
3.3 Distribution of Divisional Development Council's.^ 

P K D J e ct s. 

3.4 Relative Distribution of Major Agricultural ^6 
Crops 

3.5 Occupied Housing units classified by Humber-of 51 
rooms - 1971 

3.6 Distribution of the transport services and depo£s52 
of the Ceylon Transport Board. 



v l 

Table Page 
No. No. 
3.7 Th e shares of urban & rural population 51 

by Regions 

3.8 Increase in Population - 1946 - 1971, 58 
Difference between National average and the 
District Average 

3.9 Distribution of Urban Population Classified 60 
according to Size of Town 

3.10 Pattern of Migration by Districts 1966-71 61 
3.11 Urban -Rural ^krgxati&n unemployment- 1970 62 
3.12 Sootoral difference in Incomes in Household 

Economy. 
3.13- Socio- Economic Indicators 65 
3 .13 Ranking of Socio - Economic Indicators 66 
4.1 Population of the Principle Towns - 1971. 68 

4.2 Intercensal Net Migration and 72 
selected factors. 1971 



V I I 

LIST OF IMPS AND FIGURES. 

Map No. Page No, 
1,1 Regional and Administrative Boundaries 14 

2.1 Physiography & Distribution of Rivers 28 

3.1 Agricultural Land use and Distribution of ^7 
Natural:. Resources. 

3.2 Transport Network of Sri - Lanka 5^ 
3.3 Density and Distribution of Population 56 
3.4 Distribution of Cities and its population 59 

3.$ Area Classification. 67 
4.1 Schematic Hierarhhical Classification 7$ 

of Service Centres. 

5.1 Economic of Urban Size and Comparative 93 
Efficiency. 

5.1 Dispersed Griswth Centre Model -jq7 

4 

4 


