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SYNOPSIS

In the recent past, satisfactory or better qﬁality physical
environment has been identified as an importgnt issue in
urban planning. Such an environment is expeéted to provide
comfort and convenience for the urban man, In order to
achleve a satisfactory urban form it is necessary to formulate
some guidelines by evaluating the existing ﬁrban environment,
This study attempts to evaluate the existing environment of
four town centres by identifying the relationship between

man and emvironment, with the intention of formulating some
gﬁidelines for designing of town cantres.

In 6hapter One, a brief outline of the urban design process
is given in texrms of elements, ideology and concepts. Urban
design is defined as the organisation of space, time, meaning

and communication,.

Chapter Two analyses _the “man-environment interaction®" in
order toiformulatea, framework"which could be used to

evaluate the existing environment,

Various components which determine the form of a town is

discussed in Chapter Three as form determinants,

In Chapter Four, the framework is made use of to evaluate
the existing environment of four town centres on an individual

basise

A comparative study of the environmental characteristics of
these town cantres is done to identify the sibilarities and
differences of the town centres, in the Chapter Five,

Guidelines for designing of town centres are formulated in
Chapter Six. Recommendations on the planning parameters
which determine the urban form are also made from the above

study.
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