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SYNOPSIS:

Land plays a vital role in urban planning and itis known as a key to urban
development. It has a particular value which is determined by the market

mechanism in a country like Sri Lanka.

High concentration of activities has resulted in a dispropotionately high
concentration of population mainly in Colombo and its suburbs, leading

to:.several urban land development problems.

High land price is one of the main problems whihc ultimatelyh has an impact

on urban land development in terms of human welfare.

Though there are ad-hoc land policy measures in Colombo urban area,
the most important process that allocates land for various urban uses
is the mazxket mechanicm., Therefore, optimal social use of urban land

has beenineglected,

Hence the main objective of this study is to recommend a land policy
framework for Colombo urban area which will ensure the supplying of

land at the right place, at the right time, in the right quantity and
reasonable price for the development of urban land, with special reference

to urban housing.

Accordingly this whole study has been structured as follows:

1. Chapter One gives the general introduction of urban land development
in the macro-level perspectives which forcuses attention to the

Colombo urban area, land development problems briefly.

2. In order to analyse the land market which is one of the main
cause for land development problems in the Colombo urban area,
Chapter Two attempts to examine the theoritical concepts of

land and its price.




3. Based on the theoritical background of urban land, Chapter
Three is devoted to the analysis of land market in Colombo urban

area to understand the problems in detail.

4, Chapter Four highlights the impacts of land prices on urban
land development with special reference to housing in

Colombo urban area.

5. To propose a land policy framework for Colombo urban area
Chapter Five reviews the present policy measures and examines

the experience of other comparable countries.
6. The study carried on these lines is directed towards recommendations
on a land policy framework in terms of optimal social use of urban

land, in Chapter Six.

The methodology of the study [is given'in/ thecnext page;
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