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S Y N O P S I S : 

L a n d p l a y s a v i ta l r o l e in u r b a n planning and i t is known as a key to u r b a n 

deve lopment . It has a p a r t i c u l a r va lue which is d e t e r m i n e d by the m a r k e t 

m e c h a n i s m in a country l ike S r i L a n k a . 

H i g h concentrat ion of act iv i t ies has r e s u l t e d in a d i spropot ionate ly high 

concentrat ion of populat ion main ly in C o l o m b o and its s u b u r b s , l ead ing 

to:, s e v e r a l u r b a n land deve lopment p r o b l e m s . 

High land p r i c e i s one of the m a i n p r o b l e m s whihc ul t imatelyh has an i m p a c t 

on u r b a n land deve lopment in t e r m s of human w e l f a r e . 

T h o u g h t h e r e a r e ad -hoc land po l i cy m e a s u r e s in C o l o m b o u r b a n a r e a , 

the m o s t important p r o c e s s that a l locates land f o r v a r i o u s u r b a n uses 

i s the m a r k e t m e c h a n i c m . T h e r e f o r e , opt imal s o c i a l use of u r b a n land 

has b e e n neg lec ted . 

Hence the m a i n objec t ive of this study i s to r e c o m m e n d a land po l i cy 

f r a m e w o r k f o r C o l o m b o u r b a n a r e a which w i l l e n s u r e the supply ing of 

land at the r i g h t p l a c e , at the r ight t i m e , in the r ight quantity and 

r e a s o n a b l e p r i c e f o r the deve lopment of u r b a n l a n d , with s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e 

to u r b a n housing. 

A c c o r d i n g l y this w h o l e study has been s t r u c t u r e d as f o l l o w s : 

1 . C h a p t e r O n e g i v e s the g e n e r a l introduct ion of u r b a n land deve lopment 

in the m a c r o - l e v e l p e r s p e c t i v e s which f o r c u s e s attention to the 

C o l o m b o u r b a n a r e a , land deve lopment p r o b l e m s b r i e f l y . 

2. In o r d e r to a n a l y s e the land m a r k e t w h i c h i s one of the m a i n 

c a u s e f o r land deve lopment p r o b l e m s in the C o l o m b o u r b a n a r e a , 

C h a p t e r T w o attempts to examine the theor i t i ca l concepts of 

land and its p r i c e . 



3. B a s e d on the theoritLcal b a c k g r o u n d of u r b a n land , C h a p t e r 

T h r e e i s devoted to the ana lys i s of land m a r k e t in C o l o m b o u r b a n 

a r e a to understand the p r o b l e m s in detai l . 

4. C h a p t e r F o u r highlights the impact s of land p r i c e s on u r b a n 

l a n d deve lopment wi th s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to housing in 

C o l o m b o u r b a n a r e a . 

5. T o p r o p o s e a land po l i cy f r a m e w o r k f o r C o l o m b o u r b a n a r e a 

C h a p t e r F i v e r e v i e w s the p r e s e n t po l i cy m e a s u r e s and e x a m i n e s 

the e x p e r i e n c e of other c o m p a r a b l e countr ie s . 

6. T h e study c a r r i e d on these l ines i s d i rec ted t o w a r d s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 

on a land po l i cy f r a m e w o r k in t e r m s of opt imal soc ia l use of u r b a n 

land , in C h a p t e r S ix . 

T h e methodology of the study i s g iven in the next p a g e . 
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