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S Y N O P S I S 

B o r e l l a i s one o f the m o s t i m p o r t a n t s u b c e n t r e s o f 

Colombo c i t y , w i t h a h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f c o m m e r c i a l 

and s e r v i c e a c t i v i t i e s . H e a v y c o n g e s t i o n o f p e o p l e 

and a c t i v i t i e s , p r o b l e m s o f t r a f f i c & t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

g i v e r i s e t o an u r g e n t need f o r a d e v e l o p m e n t p l a n f o r 

t h i s a r e a . T h i s d e s s e r t a t i o n i s a n a t t e m p t t o s t u d y 

B o r e l l a town c e n t r e i n o r d e r to p r e p a r e a p l a n n i n g scheme 

w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o t h e U r b a n D e s i g n a s p e c t s and 

t h r e e d i m e n s i o n a l p h y s i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h i s t o w n . 

The f i r s t p a r t o f t h i s s t u d y i n c l u d e s the h i s t o r i c a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f B o r e l l a i n the c o n t e x t o f e x p a n s i o n and 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f Co lombo c i t y . The o r i g i n o f Co lombo and 

i t s d e v e l o p m e n t t h r o u g h the P o r t u g u e s e , D u t c h and 

C o l o n i a l p e r i o d s u p t o the p r e s e n t day w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o 

B o r e l l a i s g i v e n i n C h a p t e r I . I n C h a p t e r I I t he p a s t 

a n d p r e s e n t a t t e m p t s to p l a n the c i t y were d i s c r i b e d . 

D e t a i l s o f the G e d d e s P l a n , H o l i d a y p l a n , A b e r c r o m b e i 

P l a n and the p r e s e n t UDA p l a n n i n g schemes a r e g i v e n i n 

t h i s c h a p t e r . 

The t h i r d c h a p t e r h i g h l i g h t s the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f B o r e l l a 

i n the c o n t e x t o f Colombo c i t y . The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t o r i s 

t i c s o f the s t u d y a r e a i n c l u d i n g l a n d u s e , p o p u l a t i o n , 

t r a f f i c and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d a t a a r e g i v e n i n t h i s 

c h a p t e r . A n a l y s i s o f the two f i e l d s u r v e y s on l a n d u s e 

and t r a f f i c i s d i s c r i b e d h e r e . 

E c o n o m i c : c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s r e v e a l e d f rom a c o m m e r c i a l 

s u r v e y c a r r i e d o u t i n the s t u d y a r e a and the a n a l y s i s 

o f l a n d v a l u e s ^ c o n s t r u c t i o n r a t e and t r e n d s a r e g i v e n 



in chapter four. T h i s follows the Qualitative aspects 

of the environment in the B o r e l l a area given in chapter 

five. D i f f e r e n t type of environments prevailing in the 

study area were identified in the interests of easthetics 

and Quality. 

The second step of the study bigins with chapter six, 

where the functional efficiency of B o r e l l a Town centre 

is analysed. A l l characteristics,phieical,social, 

economic; and environmental were analysed in relation to 

the functial efficiency of the study area. I t was 

revealed from this that the functioanl efficiency of 

B o r e l l a town centre could be improved by proper spacial 

organisation of land and activities. 

C h a p t e r seven brings out the outline proposals for the 

development of B o r e l l a town centre, T h e s e proposals 

basically consists of land use &. zoning proposals, traffic 

management proposals,environmental & building proposals. 

These led to the. .detailed urban design proposal for the 

core area of B o r e l l a presented in chapter eight. A project 

area was identified in the town centre and a detail 

design of three dimensional form was attempted, as seperat 

pro j ect. 

I n chapter n i n e the detailed U r b a n design proposal was 

analysed in terms of financial viability and feasibility 

of the project. 

The document concludes with chapter ten giving the 

Conclusions & recomandations of u r b a n design; for B o r e l l a 

town c e n t r e . 
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