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"A place is a piece of the whole environment 

that has been claimed by feelings." 
(Day) 
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ABSTRACT 

Architecture is believed to have such profound effect on the human being on 

place, on human consciousness and ultimately on the world. It is no great secret that it 

could make place of heaven, which is life filled and where human heart can sing 

resonate with them. But on contradictory architecture could also be life suppressing or 

even cruising not only to our finer sensitive, but to our feeling of freedom thus creating 

places which have lost it's sense as place. 

A lot of people complain about modern architecture. They complain about 

performance aspects of old buildings, but about environment aspects on new ones or 

too much though on building consciousness. More often than not it could be observed 

that a greater emphasis is laid on refinement and decorations of building as dramatic 

architectural objects. Infact the emphasis on place does not exist. This has greatly 

implicated to the places in the city creating'loss of sense of place'. Therefore it is 

essential to focus our attention to such profound effects, which ill fame the pleasure 

generated by architecture. 

Recently an opportunity existed in the city of Colombo for the generation, as 

an urban place with all good opportunities seems to be failed in achieving a meaningful 

place. Here the land was available, investors were ready, finance forthcoming, 

architects were involving. However it's regrettable to note that what has been 

constructed at Nawam Mawatha has failed to generate a good "Sense of Place". In 

other words a fruitful chance of an opportunity of making a meaningful place in the 

city has been lost. This dissertation attempts to study such a place that has lost its 

opportunity to make a meaningful place due to object bias design practise. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

No words would suffice to bear the heaviness of my feelings when I kneel 

down with gratitude before many who critized, argued with, guided, advised, 

encouraged and inspired me throughout in making this dissertation a reality. 

My sincere gratitude to Dr. Rangith Dayaratne, the Senior Lecturer, my 

Tutor at the Faculty of Architecture and for his continues guidance, advice and 

encouragement given throughout this study so kindly. 

Architects. Ranjith Alahakoon, Dammika Peiris, D.B. Navaratne for many 

eye opening discussions and for the suggestions and guidance given at initial 

stages. 

Mr. Earnest Perera at U.D. A for spending his valuable time for searching of 

maps and lot of information with out which I could never have completed this 

dissertation. 

My dear friends Nimmi ,Naomi ,Yasangika, Dushanthi, Indika,Sampath, 

Amali and Shamane who whole heartedly became the source of help and 

encouragement my most needed moments. 

My uncle for letting me use his computer and for his enormous support. 

To Pradeep for his supportive words and became my own shadow to help 

and to encourage whenever I needed. 

My darling sisters and brother Navinda for their untiring help given in a 

most loving way. 

My dearest parents, who absorbed my many moods and temperaments in 

perfect silence and for their support, encouragement and blessings extended all the 

time. 



5 

CONTENTS Page No 

List of figures ii 

List of plates iii 

Introduction viii 

Chapter one 

PLACE, OBJECTS, AND PLACELESSNESS - AN INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Nawam Mawatha Development; a place or anon place. 1 

1.2. The concept of place. 3 

1.2.1. Place a Definition 3 

1.2.2. Components of place. 7 

1.2.3. Enabling places. 10 

1.3. Sense of place and placelessness. 13 

1.4. Object making in Architecture. 17 

1.5. Object-Biasness and placelessness. 19 

Chapter two 

SENCE OF PLACEDN AN URBAN ENTITY 

2.1. Urban space-An introduction. 24 

2.2. Urban space-A definition. 25 

2.3. Urban space as a place. 25 

2.4. Enabling places in an urban entity. 27 

2.5. Placelessness in an urban entity. 54 



• 

Chapter three 

AN EXPLORATION OF THE OPPORTUNITY. 

(An examination of the development process in Nawan Mawatha development.) 

3.1. Nawan Mawatha development -An introduction. 56 

3.2. The historical context. 56 

3.2.1. The beginning. 56 

3.2.2. The Bare land. 57 

3.2.3. The transformation. 5 8 

3.2.4 Subdivision of the land 61 

3.3. The development. 

3.3.1. Formation of the site. 61 

3.3.3. The Development of buildings and proposed projects 63 

3.4 The regulation of the site development. 63 

Chapter four 

The case study. 66 

Conclusion 94 

References. 96 

• 



List of illustration 

Chapter one 

1.1 Nawam mawatha to the naked eye 1 

1.2 Nawam mawatha development 2 

1.3 We live in places venue India 

• 1.4 Place is not just perceived it is live 3 

1.5. A place is more than a location 

venue;Rome 8 

1.6. People and activities make places Alive...a city in 9 

1.7. A place is a subjective variable venue India,; 11 

1.8. Paces can be enabled 

1.9. An object stands in isolation;Center of st. Mark 17 

1.10 Spatial heirachy given by object; France. 17 

1.11 The historical center of Beren; a clear object fabric relationship 18 

1.12 Object in a square; Center of st. Mark 

1.13. Multiplication of objects. 20 

1.14. Object making need care; venue Taj Mahal 21 

Chapter two 

2.1. Urban space with dense setting 25 

2.2. In an urban space there can be intimate places; venue Rome 26 

2.3. The buildings are part of our lives; venue India 26 

2.4. Place changes with the movement of people; venue India 28 

2.5. Sense of scale; venue India 30 

2.6. Scale and proportion related to human scale; venue Rome 30 

2.7. A well defined edge; venue Rome 31 

2.8. Textures give spatial qualities; venue France 32 

2.9. Colours makes strong effects; venue India 32 

2.10 Colours breaking monotony; venue Arabia 33 

2.11. Different shade of light; venue India 34 

2.12. Solid void relationship 34 



2.13. Harmony brings colour to lives; venue India 

2.14. Variety; venue Europe 

2.15. Activities add verity 

2.16. Verity by topography; venue Spanish steps 

2.17. Views beyond; venue India 

2.18. Imagability of a place; venue India 

2.19. Imagebility given through activities 

2.20. Legibility by built setting venue; old city of Rome 

2.21. Well-enclosed path gives an intimate expression 

2.22. Continuity is necessary 

2.23. Town center acquires meaning through activities 

2.24. Sense of enclosure 

2.25. Volume of corridors 

2.26. Open public space 

2.27. Threshold enabling relationships 

Chapter four 

4.1. With touch of traditional architecture 

4.2 Gangarama perahara 

4.3 Union assurance 

4.4 Seema Malakaya 

4.5 View from access road 

4.6 At the rear edge 

4.7 from 2 n d cross lane 

4.8 Entrance to area 

4.9 A path densely packed 

4.10 The N.D.B building 

4.11. Entrance to Nawam Mawtha 

4.12 The Bo Maluwa 

4.13 View from access road 

4.14 View towards the path 

4.15 Valiant tower 

4.16 At the center 



4.17 Less contribution towards buildings 

4.18 Excessive use of glass 

4.19 Ignoring surrounding 

4.20 Not at intimate feeling 

4.21 Left over car parks 

4.22 Road at the water edge 

4.23 Buildings at the area 

List of figures 

Chapter one 

1.1 Location 

Chapter three 

3.1 The location 

3.2. Land ownership 

3.3 Land in rear 1901 

3.4 Bare land 

3.5 Land after sub- division 

3.5 The existing condition 

3.7 The survey map 

Chapter four 

4.1 Existing physical setting 

4.2 Present land use 

4.3 Legibility potentials 


