
AN EXAMINATION OF PROBABLE IMPACTS OF THE 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS ON THE HISTORIC CITY 

OF GALLE 

The Dissertation Presented 

To the Department of Architecture of the University of Moratuwa, 

Sri Lanka, for the Final examination in 

M.Sc(Architecture) and for the RIBA Part II Examination 

Hasanthi Dahanayake 

Department of Architecture, 

University of Moratuwaj 

Sri Lanka. 

March 2002. 

. University of Moratuwa 

78160 

78160 

18160 



I dedicate this Dissertation to my Loving Parents 



CONTENT 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT xl 

INTRODUCTION xii 
0.1 Topic Explanation xii 

0.2 Need for the Study xii 

0.3 Objectives of the Study xiii 

0.4 Methodology xiii 

0.5 Scope and Limitations xiv 

CHAPTER ONE 

THE IMPACT OF THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS ON HISTORIC CITIES 

1.1 Contemporary World trends 01 
1.2 Experience from Sri Lankan Context 09 

CHAPTER TWO 

EVOLUTION OF THE ANCIENT CITY GALLE INTO ITS CURRENT FORM AND 
ITS CHARACTERISTICS, AND CURRENT DEVELOPMENT PATTERN OF THE 
CITY 

2.1 Evolution of the Historic City of Galle 22 

2.1.1 Historical Background 22 

2.1.2 City Form Development and Related Characteristics 26 

2.2 Topographical Condition of the City 34 

%\ 
, ^ ™ C3i\ 



2.3 Examination of the Current Development Pattern of the City....36 

2.3.1 GalleFort 38 

2.3.2 Historic Port 47 

2.3.3 City Centre 48 

2.3.4 Open spaces and canals 49 

CHAPTER THREE 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEMS AND POTENTIALS OF THE AREA FOR 

DVELOPMENTS 

3.1 SWOT Analysis 53 
3.2 Identified Issues 61 
3.3 Development Strategies 63 
3.4 Guide lines for Developers 66 

CHAPTER FOUR 

DOCUMENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS, 
WHICH COULD HAVE EFFECTS ON THE HISTORIC CITY OF GALLE AND 
THEIR IMPACTS 

4.1 Documentation of the Development Proposals on the Historic City of 
Galle 

4.1.1 Development Proposals for the Galle City 

Centre by the U DA 72 

4.1.2 Development Proposals for the Galle Fort 

by the U.D.A/ICOMOS 76 

4.1.3 Regional Development Proposals - By the 

Southern Development Authority 76 



4.2 Analysis of Impacts of Development proposals on the Historic 

City of Galle 77 
4.2.1 Impacts of Recent Developments, which 

have already taken place 77 

4.2.2 Impacts of the Proposed Development 

Proposals on Historic City of Galle 82 

CONCLUSION 107 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 114-



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Fig. No. Page No. 

Fig. 01: Location Map of Boston 02 

Fig. 02: Arial View of City of Boston 02 

Fig. 03: The Boston Quincy Market 03 

Fig. 04: Baltimore inner Harbour 03 

Fig. 05: Boston Harbour from the Pier 04 

Fig. 06: A City of Liver Pool 04 

Fig. 07: Liver Pool Railway Station 04 

Fig. 08: Port of Liver Pool Building 05 

Fig. 09: The Location map of Paris 05 

Fig. 10: City of Paris 06 

Fig. 11: Location Map of Bologna 06 

Fig. 12: The City of Bologna 07 

Fig. 13: Birds Eye View of the Palace of Docletian - Split 07 

Fig. 14: The City of Plaka 08 

Fig. 15: Road map of Anuradhapura 10 

Fig. 16: City of Anuradhapura 10 

Fig. 17: Location Map of Kandy 11 

Fig. 18: The City of Kandy 11 

Fig. 19: Dalada Maligawa has the Main Feature 12 

Fig. 20: City of Kandy Today 12 

Fig. 21: Zeilan the early Maps of Ceylon 

(Source -Brohier R.L. ChangingPhase of Colombo-1984) 15 

Fig. 22: Map of Colombo - 1656 15 

Fig. 23: Portuguese - Dutch Map of Colombo 15 

Fig. 24: Gridiron Pattern - Fort and Pettah 16 

Fig. 25: Colombo in 1901 16 

Fig. 26: Ground Plan of the City and the Castle of Colombo -1733 17 

Fig. 27: York Street - A Spacious Boulevard 17 



Fig. 28: The Environs of Colombo 17 

V Fig. 29: Chatham Street -1870 18 

Fig. 30: With Barnes Stature - 1856 18 

Fig. 31: Transport Modes 18 

Fig. 32: Alien built form -Bank Of Ceylon Tower 20 

Fig. 33: Wrong connection between elements 20 

Fig. 34: Absence of wholeness -breaks the rhythm of the street 21 

Fig. 35: Violation of roofscape -York Street 21 

Fig. 36: Violation of horizontally Grindlays Bank 21 

Fig. 37: The City of Galle - From Baldaeus,1672 22 
Y Fig. 38: The City and Harbour of Galle Viewed from the Sea 23 

Fig. 39: The Bay of Galle from the East From Valentijn, 1726 23 

Fig. 40: View of Galle 24 

Fig. 41: The Castle as it appears from the Roads or the Harbour 

From Heydt, 1744. Plate LXIII 24 

Fig. 42: English Church in the Galle Fort 25 

Fig. 43: Dutch Church in the Galle Fort 25 

r Fig. 44: Portuguese Plan of Galle, From the anonymous 

Atlas of Ceylon, 1627 26 

Fig. 45: Map of Portuguese Fort Drawn by De Resenge,1640 

(Source brohier RL.1978) 26 

Fig. 46: Map drawn by Valentine in 1726 

(Source De Silva & Beumer,1984) 28 

Fig. 47: Galle as Seen from the Causeway. Source - Steiger, Water 

Colour c.1710, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 29 

* Fig. 48: New Entrance of Galle Fort 30 

Fig. 49: The Plot Division Pattern 31 

Fig. 50: Out Side the Ramparts 32 

Fig. 51: Inside the Galle Ramparts 32 

Fig. 52: Map of Topographycal Condition of Historic City of Galle 

-Source UDA 33 

viii 



Fig. 53: The Historic Port as a Main Feature 34 

> Fig. 54: The Cement Factory - Galle 34 

Fig. 55: Town Centre of Galle 34 

Fig. 56: Railway Station of Galle 35 

Fig. 57: Galle Bus Stand 35 

Fig. 58: Commercial Activities in Galle 35 

Fig. 59: Roomassala as a Main Feature 36 

Fig. 60: Map of City of Galle 36 

Fig. 61: China Garden and Bazzar Area 37 

Fig. 62: City Centre of Galle 37 

^ Fig. 63: Land Use Map, Galle MC Area - Source UDA 37 

Fig. 64: Arial View of Galle Fort 38 

Fig. 65: The Sea Side End of the Fort 38 

Fig. 66: Long Shot from the Port Side 39 

Fig. 67: Long Shot of the Sea Taken from the park end 39 

Fig. 68: Sea Side End of the Port 40 

Fig. 69: Existing Land Use - Galle Fort 40 

^ Fig. 70: Architectural Valuation - Source UDA 42 

Fig. 71: Compatible with the Architectural Character of the Area 43 

Fig. 72: Incompatible with the Architectural Character of the Area 43 

Fig. 73: Traffic and Transpotation Plan 44 

Fig. 74: Road Network of the Galle Fort 45 

Fig. 75: Drainage Plan of Galle Fort 46 

Fig. 76: Historic Port of Galle 47 

Fig. 77: The Piers of the Port of Galle 47 

* Fig. 78: City Centre Development 48 

Fig. 79: The Galle International Cricket Stadium as seen from the Fort 49 

Fig. 80: Open Space on an Around the Rampart Wall 50 

Fig. 81: Darmapala Park and the Canal 50 

Fig. 82: Major Square 51 

Fig. 83: Open area of the Canal bank 51 

> 

ix 



Fig. 84: Kepu Ela 52 
> Fig. 85: Mahamodara Canal 52 

Fig. 86: Large Open Space Which Separates the Fort and the 

Outer City 78 

Fig. 87: Present Cricket Stadium, the Physical Form of a City often 

Ignored in the Task of City Building 78 

Fig. 88:The Galle Cricket Club Obstruct the Visual Connection between 

Outer City and the Historic City 79 

Fig. 89: Presently absence of a definite Identity or Character 80 

Fig. 90: Main Bus Stand and Building fabric of the City Centre 80 
v Fig. 91: Existing Town Centre Development 81 

Fig. 92: Development of the existing Bus Stand with Commercial 

Activities in the Upper Floor 83 

Fig. 93: Proposed Bus Stand for Long Distance Bus Services with 

Commercial Activities 84 

Fig. 94: Commercial complex of M.C. land belongs to the G. M. C. 

at Talbot Town 85 

Fig. 95: Commercial development of land at Karapitiya sub centre 87 

Fig. 96: Roads and Transportation Developments 89 

Fig. 97: Housing Development Projects 92 

Fig. 98: Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Existing Underground 

Drainage System 94 

Fig. 99: The Industial Development Project 96 

Fig. 100: Development of Recreational Facilities 99 

Fig. 101: Institutional Development - Proposed Kekiribokka Watta 

^ Office and Shopping Complex 100 

Fig. 102: Development of Tourism of the Galle Fort 102 

Fig. 103: Southern Highway Project 104 

Fig. 104: Development of Historic Port of Galle 106 

x 


