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ABSTRACT 

N o Bui ld ing is e v e r p e r f e c t . 

Each bu i ld ing , when i t is f i r s t bui l t , is an 

a t t e m p t t o make a sel f -mainta in ing who le 

c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

B u t ou r p r e d i c t i o n s a re invariably w r o n g . 

P e o p l e use bu i ld ings d i f f e ren t l y f r o m t h e way 

t h e y t h o u g h t t h e y w o u l d . A n d t h e la rge r t h e 

p i e c e s b e c o m e , t h e m o r e s e r i o u s t h i s is . 

The p r o c e s s o f d e s i g n , in t h e m i n d ' s e y e , o r 

o n t h e s i t e , is an a t t e m p t t o s imula te in 

advance, the f ee l ing and e v e n t s which will 

emerge in t h e real bu i ld ing , and t o c r e a t e a 

con f i gu ra t i on which is in r e p o s e w i th r e s p e c t 

t o t h e s e e v e n t s . 

B u t t h e p r e d i c t i o n is all g u e s s w o r k ; t h e real 

e v e n t s which happen t h e r e a re always a t 

leas t s l i gh t l y d i f f e ren t ; and t h e la rge r t h e 

bui ld ing is , t h e m o r e l ikely t h e g u e s s are t o 

be inaccura te . 

It is t h e r e f o r e n e c e s s a r y t o k e e p chang ing 

t h e bu i ld ings , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e real e v e n t s 

which actua l ly happen t h e r e . A n d t h e la rger 

t h e comp lex o f bu i ld ings , neighborhood, or 

town, the more essen t ia l i t is f o r i t t o be 

buil t up gradual ly , f r o m t h o u s a n d s o f a c t s , 

s e l f - c o r r e c t i n g a c t s , each o n e improv ing and 

repa i r ing t h e a c t s o f t h e o t h e r s . 

". . . Enc/i flcf 0 / building, which 
differentiates a part of space, needs to be 
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followed soon by further acts of building, 
which further differentiate the space to 
make it still more whole...." <u 

This is c o m m o n p l a c e in nature: and i n d e e d , 

i t is j u s t t h i s which a lways manages t o make 

t h e p a r t s o f nature who le . 

In t h i s f r amework , w e ga in an en t i r e l y new 

v iew o f t h e p r o c e s s t h r o u g h which a 

s e g u e n c e o f a c t s o f bui ld ing g e n e r a t e s a 

who le . B r o a d l y , wha t is happen ing is t h a t 

t h e r e is , a t each s t a g e in t h e life o f any p a r t 

o f t h e env i ronmen t , a w h o l e n e s s which is 

s p e c i f i c t o t h a t m o m e n t in i t s l i fe: and t h a t 

each new a c t o f bu i ld ing , prov\ded that i t is 

d o n e w i th an e y e t o making t h e overa l l who le 

s t i l l m o r e who le , m o r e al ive, will t r a n s f o r m 

t h a t who le , and gradua l ly g i ve b i r th t o new 

w h o l e s . 

Re fe rences : 
1. Alexander, Christopher 

"The Timeless Way of Buildings" 
1979 
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