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The papers that have come out of the conference will surely be contested, yet provide much 
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cannot be measured and acknowledged sufficiently. Without this institutional support, ICCPP 
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research that, upon refinement have reached very high standards. They owe our great admiration 
of their pursuits and the desire to participate and excel. That is indeed our biggest strength which 
ensures that the ICCPP continues and flourishes as a meaningful and intellectually rich endeavour 
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FOREWORD 
 
In this century, more people have moved to cities than ever before and this is bound to continue 
to happen. Living in cities offers seductive modern comforts although there are also inherent 
problems of overcrowding, polluted air, lack of nature and overwhelming presence of vehicles and 
machines. Today, these have become even more worsened and difficult with the emergence of 
health related issues such as the pandemics and epidemics. Some cities also face natural disasters 
as well as man-made issues such as wars, human conflicts and political instabilities. Economies are 
shrinking economies and high inflation rates are adding serious burdens to the urban 
communities.  
 
With the Covid-19 pandemic, many cities and neighborhoods around the world looked into new 
ways of restructuring their urban and built forms, their functional arrangements, modes of 
accessibility and movement, production and services, use of technology and knowledge, and 
consumption and conservation. At the same time, political conflicts and wars in midst of political 
conflicts have brought new challenges on sustaining life in cities. As is usually the case, these have 
affected the East more than the West.  
 
In this context, managing the cities has become extremely difficult, critical and challenging. All 
cities are now interconnected and the world economy swell as globalization have fundamentally 
changed the role of urban business systems. The trend transforms mechanisms and patterns of 
market economy of institutes; and stimulates an appearance of new economic, social, and political 
problems. Hence, there is an urgent need to look for different strategies and mechanisms to deal 
with the situations and manage the development of cities. There is no alternative because cities 
will be the habitations of all people in the years to come. 
 
One of the new approaches to the cities is connected to the idea of adaptive urbanism: an 
approach, which is a significant shift from how the cities are typically planned and managed. It is 
based on the understanding that cities need to develop flexibility and the capacities to respond to 
shifting demands and external pressures, being prepared to deal with unpredictable economic, 
environmental or political crises. Adaptive urbanism thus offers a resilient approach to production 
and habitation of cities and it is vital to understand its nuances and place-specific manifestations 
and potentials, especially in the current economic and social upheavals around the world. 
 
This conference proposes to examine the multi-faceted nature of adaptive urbanism: how it is 
practiced and how it could be practiced.  
 

 
In this sense, it is fair to claim that the intentions of the ICCPP-2019 have been well realized adding 
a body of knowledge that will eventually help the professionals to manage and care for the 
multitude of cities that already exist and are emerging. 

 

 
  

 
 

Ranjith Dayaratne and Janaka Wijesundara, 2023 
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THE FLUID CITY - DESIGNING IN A PERIOD OF CONSTANT CHANGE 
 

By 
 

Professor Peter Bishop, Professor of Urban Design, 
The Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL 

 
 

ABSTRACT 

 
We are living in a period of unprecedented change. Pandemics, economic turmoil, climate change, 
political uncertainty and the impacts of new technologies are not only challenging how we plan 
and shape our cities - but the nature of urban living itself. In this talk Professor Peter Bishop will 
explore some of the trends that are affecting cities, their implications and how we can respond 
through agile design initiatives including temporary and tactical urbanism. He will draw on work 
in London, Germany, Holland, the Middle East and Australia. 
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