
Chapter 8 

Local Regulations & International Obligation 

A wide range of legislation is expected to be in place in a country that has decided to 

implement nuclear power, the key elements of such legislation being nuclear safety, 

security, safeguards and liability for nuclear damage. 

8.1. Existing Local Regulations and Laws on Nuclear Tuhnologies 

The basic legislation, Atomic Energy Authority Act No. 19 of 1969, needed to 

establish the regulatory authority, has existed since 1969. The legislation established 

the Regulatory Authority, the Atomic Energy Authority (AEA) in 1970 and provided 

adequate empowerment to the AEA to license inspect and enforce regulated activities. 

The AEA functions under the Ministry of Science & Technology. The functions of the 

AEA include providing scientific services, conducting manpower development 

programs demonstrating the applications of this technology to potential users. 

undertaking research and development in areas of national relevance and ensuring that 

all uses of radiation and radioisotopes are carried out according to internationally 

accepted safety standards. 

The Authority has promulgated new regulations titled "Ionizing Radiation Protection 

Regulation" in July 2000. The new regulations are based on IAEA Basic Safety 

Standard- 115. 

The other areas of local laws relating to the establishment ofNPP are as follows. 

• Land Usage 

• Costal area management 

• Agricultural lands 

• Water usage 

• Fisheries 

• Environment 
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8.2. Local Legal Framework Required 

Under the above Act and the AEA the required regulations should be made for 

obtaining first nuclear power plant. These regulations should be based on the 

following principle [35]. 

(a) The safety principle 

(b) The security principle 

(c) The responsibility principle 

(d) The permission principle 

(e) The continuous control principle 

(f) The compensation principle 

(g) The sustainable development principle 

(h) The compliance principle 

( i) The independence principle 

(j) The transparency principle 

(k) The international co-operation principle. 

_. 

A separate regulatory body should be formed to carry out regulatory functions relating 

to establishment ofNPP. The regulatory functions are, 

a) Establishing safety requirements and regulations 

b) Preliminary assessment 

c) Authorization (licensing, registration, etc.) 

d) Inspection and assessment 

e) Enforcement 

f) Public information 

g) Co-ordination with other bodies 

More comprehensive description on local legal framework and regulatory body is 

described in "Safety Standard Series No. GS-R-1, Legal and Governmental 

Infrastructure for Nuclear Radiation, Radioactive Waste and Transport Safety, IAEA, 

2000''. 
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8.3. International Obligation 

Verification of compliance of safety principles and verification of non-nuclear 

weaponry activities are intended by compliance to international obligations. Sri Lanka 

is a member country of IAEA (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was signed by Sri 

Lanka on 151 July 1968) and the Safeguard Agreement is in force from 6
1
h August 

1984 as per the INFCIRC-320 of IAEA. 

In general following agreements, protocols and conventions are to be adopted by the 

country to fulfill the international obligation [36]. " 

• Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement pursuant to INFCIRC/153 (Corr.) 

• Additional Protocol pursuant to INFCIRC/540 (Corr.) 

• Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident 

• Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological 

Emergency 

• Convention on Nuclear Safety 

• Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety 

of Radioactive Waste Management, reproduced in document INFCIRC/546 

• Convention on Physical Protection of Nuclear MateriaL and Amendment 

• Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage 

• Joint Protocol Relating to the Application of the Vienna Convention and the 

Paris Convention, reproduced in document INFCIRC/402 

• Protocol to Amend the 1963 Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear 

Damage and Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear 

Damage 

• Revised Supplementary Agreement Concerning the Provision of Technical 

Assistance by the IAEA 

8.3.1. Safeguards 

Under the Safeguards the IAEA can verify that a country is living up to its 

international commitments not to use nuclear programmes for nuclear-weapons 

purposes. Verification measures include on-site inspections, visits, and ongoing 

monitoring and evaluation [36]. 
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1 '! comprehensive safeguard agreement the objective of safeguard is defined as the 

t1mcly detection of diversion of significant quantities of nuclear material from 

peaceful nuclear activities to the manufacture of nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

devices or for purposes unknown and deterrence of such diversion by means of early 

detection. 

Safeguards agreements are negotiated on the governmental leveL while the 

utility/owner in charge of the NPP project becomes involved in the implementation of 

the agreements. Thus, the utility's main tasks consist of performing detailed nuclear 

materials accountancy, reporting and providing counterparts at the plant to the 

safeguards inspectors. 

SA. IAEA Assistance 

IAEA can assist the country in following ways. 

• Implementing the construction and operational stage of a NPP to the extent 

that the country has demonstrated that it has established the essential elements 

of a national framework. Advice and guidance on obligations and 

commitments can be provided during all stages of a nuclear programme. 

• Technical support for the owner operator for the assessment of potential 

technology, the managerial approaches that can be used in the implementation 

of a project, and issues related to ensuring the safe and economic operation of 

aNPP. 

The Revised Guiding Principles and General Operating Rules to Govern the Provision 

of Technical Assistance by the Agency is given in INFCIRC/267 March 1979 of 

I A EA. 
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