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A B S T R A C T 

The c i ty o f Co lombo is gradual ly being choked to death by air po l l u t i on , especial ly 

vehicular related po l lu t ion . Poor air qual i ty deteriorates human heal th, bu i ld ings and 

materials and even creates g lobal envi ronmental problems. The considerat ion and 

necessary attent ion towards cleaner air has been overshadowed by market forces in cit ies 

l ike Co lombo . M u c h l ike most o f developing ci t ies, Co lombo ' s c i ty structure was 

inf luenced by colonia l characters. These bu i l t forms have no bearing on natural , cu l tura l 

and economical forces o f the country. I n addi t ion, exist ing street network and space 

a l locat ion is not enough to cater the ever r is ing transportat ion. A s a result, t ransportat ion 

releases a considerable amount o f pol lutants to the air. 

The study analyses the ambient air qual i ty o f C M R . M o u n t Lav in ia Junct ion and 

Wadduwa were taken as the major sites, and analyses some var iable factors in the c i ty 

w h i c h cou ld mit igate air po l lu t i on . A t last the study is arr ived at a set o f conceptual street 

design strategies and guide lines to improve the air qual i ty o f the C M R . 
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