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ABSTRACT 

Nature has an order. Art is derived from nature. It too has an order. Architecture as 

the mother of all arts has an order. Environment pollution occurs when there is 

disorder in nature. Noise pollution takes place when there is disorder in music. 

Architectural pollution like wise takes place due to disorder in architecture. & 

Architectural order depends on quality of the architectural composition/Architectural 

principles of Number, Punctuation and Infection introduced by Tryston A. Edward/ 

(1926) play an important role in achieving the order in visual environment. Because 

of the formality prevailing in principles the term formal element is used. Likewise 

disorder in architecture prevails when the architectural objects does not performs it 

role what is meant by this are, how it response to the context, how the circulation 

pattern function and the mood of expressions. Based on the changing facts in this 

activity process it is named as subjectival element. 

By violating Formal and Subjectival elements in an architectural product disorder will 

be brought. Consequent result is architectural pollution. Hence the two causal factors 

that lead for architectural pollution can be identified as Formal and Subjectival 

elements. One intention of this study was to identify these two elements with object in 

mind Kurunegala city from Sri Lankan context would be selected for an analytical 

study. Appling the two factors, described earlier an analysis will be made in the city 

of Kurunegala to find out as to what extent degree the architectural pollution has 

taken place and its impact on city character. 
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Archilcclural pollution and its impact on city character 
Introduction 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Architecture is the most sublime form of art when compared with numerous art forms. 

In fact, architecture is the art and science of creating built environment. Buill 

environment can be defined as physical surrounding and condition affecting people 

psychologically and physically. Therefore architecture by shaping the built environment 

also simulates the mind of the people. 

* Art of architecture can be defined as a matter of composing solids and voids in order to 

have a harmonized composition of spaces and forms while maintaining it uniqueness and 

character. 

Walter Groupius (Park, 1984:86) has paraphrased architecture as the crystalline 

expression of the noblest of mass, ils character, its creed and its religion. Nature has an 

order. Art is derived from nature. It too has an order. Architecture as the mother of all arts 

has an order, h 

In fact for the useful and peaceful result, any activity in the universe should conform to 

an order. When there is no order, it is disorder. Disorder always leads to pollution 1; 0" 0 c 

Pollution or the disorder in nature or environment means that the environment is polluted. a 

Disorder in music or sound is noise pollution. Similarly disorder in architecture is term as 

architectural pollution. (" ! / : V « 1 "ĵ U ^ j

V / " *f"* ^ " f v ' n n " " ) 

The oxford dictionary say's that pollution is a source of impure, harmful and unhealthy to 

the people. Hence to ensure a healthy and orderly society and environment, the society 

should be aware of pollution should work to eliminate it. 

The word pollution generally means the absence of sanctity or purity. Similarly 

architecture is polluted once it is not in accordance with the composition in relation to the 

neighbouring buildings. In other words it can be defined as incompleteness of pattern in 

visual environment where the building is located. If the built environment is properly 

designed and composed it will create a pleasant, harmonized, habitable environment and 

^ also create a visual environment, which is full of visual sensation. But it is misdirected 

when designing it may create an unpleasant, disharmonies and inhabitable environment, 

which in other words may be called a polluted, built environment. Therefore pollution in 

1 
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the built environment can be ascribed to inappropriate built forms place in inappropriate 

positions. This can be widely seen in present day cities. 

"... Cities are among the most enduring and remarkable of all human artefacts. 

Amalgams of the living and the built, cities are repositories of cultural meaning. 

Behind the arbitrary twist of a lane or the splendid eccentricity of a new 

skyscraper on the sky line lies a history of previous urban tenure, a heritage of 

long - established social conventions, a string of often bitter compromises 

between individual rights and the public will 

(Kostof 1996:1) 

Living in city would give rise to a feeling of pleasure, however commonplace the sight 

may be. Like piece of architecture, the city is a construction of space, but one of vast 

scale, a thing perceived only in the course of long spans of time. City design is therefore 

a temporal art, but it can rarely use the controlled and limited sequences of other temporal 

arts like music. It has order this overall order of the city form is achieved from its 

composition. These harmonize composition of solids and voids are maintaining the 

character or the uniqueness of the city. 

Character in a very simple sense can be defined as the special quality of an entity which 

gives it identity; its uniqueness. This character is maintaining by its composition it has its 

own collective peculiarities, sort and style which contribute to its uniqueness. But if any 

case of disorder its uniqueness will lost. 

"this character is often so strong that, it in fact, determines the basic properties of the 

environmental images of most people present, making them feel that they experience and 

belong lo the same place. " 

(Schultz 1971:72) 

Therefore maintaining the character of a place is of vital importance when the character is 

altered, destroyed or removed from a place, the essential bond between the place and its 
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0.1 The Need of the Study 

Built e n v i r o n m e n t is the phys i ca l s u r r o u n d i n g and c o n d i t i o n a f fec t ing to p e o p l e 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y and p h y s i c a l l y . Buil t e n v i r o n m e n t cons i s t of t ang ib l e p h y s i c a l e l e m e n t s 

in the form of so l ids and v o i d s . T h i s has d i rec t r e l a t i onsh ip to v i sua l e n v i r o n m e n t . Visua l 

e n v i r o n m e n t is i n t ang ib le it con t a in of va r ie ty and v i sua l s ensa t i on . Bui l t e n v i r o n m e n t 

can be ca l l ed a v i sua l m a n i f e s t a t i o n of m a n h im self and as an ind iv idua l as w e l l as a 

c o m m u n a l b e i n g . 

T h e r e f o r e b u i l d i n g s are v i ta l ly impor t an t and if the c o m p o s i t i o n of their e l e m e n t s and the 

t e c h n o l o g y are incor rec t ly , insens i t ive ly and inapp rop r i a t e ly u sed it m a y g i v e r ise to 

po l lu t ion in the v i sua l e n v i r o n m e n t , c r e a t i n g a misfi t in the bui l t e n v i r o n m e n t for the 

l iv ing b e i n g . T h e r e f o r e i napp rop r i a t e and insens i t ive use of c o m p o s i t i o n in bui l t 

e n v i r o n m e n t po l lu t ed the h a r m o n y , r h y t h m , Var i ty and v isual s e n s a t i o n of the v i sua l 

e n v i r o n m e n t . L a c k of va r ie ty , r h y t h m , h a r m o n y and v i sua l s e n s a t i o n m a y c o n t r i b u t e in 

d i m i n i s h i n g the cha rac t e r , u n i q u e n e s s and the ident i ty of the c i ty . 

T o d a y it can r e c o g n i s e that ce r t a in ly there is no o rde r o r b a l a n c e b e t w e e n w h a t it h a v e 

inher i ted and w h a t it bui l t . E v e r y t h i n g is c h a n g i n g a r o u n d and b u i l d i n g she l l s and net 

w o r k s e l i m i n a t e the lost b a l a n c e and o r d e r that ex i s t ed o n c e . 

O n e p e r s o n or a g r o u p of p e r s o n s buil t s e t t l e m e n t s in the pas t for a pa r t i cu l a r p u r p o s e and 

they w e r e g e n e r a l l y p l a n n e d o n e s , w h e r e the funct ional s p a c e s w e r e c o h e r e n t l y b o u n d 

wi th each o the r . A s these g r e w larger , con t ro l o v e r b u i l d i n g s in an u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t 

b e c a m e less and i n d i v i d u a l s took d e c i s i o n s on w h a t and h o w to bu i ld , mo s t l y to a c h i e v e 

pe r sona l g lo ry . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of pa r t s of an u rban e n v i r o n m e n t to each o the r and to the 

3 

pe op l e is s u b j e c t e d to be b r o k e n , r e su l t ing in a s u b s e q u e n t d i m i n i t i o n of the qua l i ty of life 

of its p e o p l e . 

T h e r e f o r e it is n e c e s s a r y to fo l low the p r inc ip l e s of c o m p o s i t i o n s to a c h i e v e an 

a p p r o p r i a t e a rch i t ec tu ra l c o m p o s i t i o n of a ci ty and m a i n t a i n i n g its cha rac t e r . 
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0.2 Aims and Objectives of the Study 

T h e s tudy is a t t e m p t e d lo exp l a in the a rch i tec tu ra l po l lu t ion and h o w it m a i n t a i n and 

pro tec t the ci ty c h a r a c t e r from its i m p a c t s . 

T h e r e f o r e o n e of the o b j e c t i v e s of this s tudy is to es tab l i sh a theore t i ca l c o n c e p t , w h i c h 

he lps to r e c o g n i z e the a rch i t ec tu ra l po l l u t i on and to d e m o n s t r a t e a pos i t i ve c o n n e c t i o n 

b e t w e e n p o l l u t i o n and v io l a t ion of the p r inc ip l e s of a rch i t ec tu ra l c o m p o s i t i o n . 

A n d th is w o u l d he lp to identify the m a i n c a u s e s of d i so rde r in p r e s e n t c i t i e s . A l s o it is 

d i s c u s s e d a b o u t ci ty c h a r a c t e r and h o w it wi l l affect f rom a rch i t ec tu ra l po l l u t i on and 

exp l a in the c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n ci ty c h a r a c t e r and a rch i t ec tu ra l po l lu t i on . A t the s a m e 

t ime this s tudy wil l he lp to identify the v a r i o u s s t eps that s h o u l d be t aken to o v e r c o m e 

a rch i t ec tu ra l po l l u t i on in c i t i es . Las t ly d e s t r o y i n g the ci ty c h a r a c t e r by a c c e p t i n g the 

d i s o r d e r wi l l be d i s c u s s e d w i t h specia l re fe rence to K u r u n e g a l a . 

w h o l e b r o k e d o w n , t he reby c a u s i n g a lack of o rde r and ident i ty in the en t i re u rban 

e n v i r o n m e n t . 

Ci ty fo rms are in a c o n t i n u o u s s late of flux a c o n t i n u o u s p r o c e s s of g r o w t h and c h a n g e . 

A l t h o u g h these c h a n g e s are va l id and n e e d e d , the ind iv idua l i s t i c a p p r o a c h e s in d e s i g n i n g 

w i th no regard for the ci ty as co l l ec t ive c o m p o s e d p r o d u c t , h a v e resu l ted in d i s o r d e r 

d e v e l o p m e n t s in c r e a t i n g po l lu t ed i n h u m a n e n v i r o n m e n t s , w h i l e d e s t r o y i n g the c h a r a c t e r 

of c i t ies . It is s h u m a n n e e d s lo o r g a n i z e the phys ica l e n v i r o n m e n t in an o rde r ly and 

des i rab le m a n n e r . 

T h e A r c h i t e c t s as c r e a t o r s of bui l t e n v i r o n m e n t s h o u l d be a w a r e of p o l l u t i o n and s h o u l d 

w o r k lo e l i m i n a t e it. T h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l po l lu t ion or d i so rde r b e c o m e s a c o n s i s t e n t threat 

to all sub jec t of soc ie ty , l iv ing and u n l o v i n g . H e n c e c o n s i d e r i n g the g rav i ty of 

h a r m f u l n e s s of po l l u t i on , p e o p l e s h o u l d a l w a y s e n d e a v o u r to e l i m i n a t e the harmful 

g e s t u r e s . 
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0.4 Method of Study 

In this f irst ly; it wi l l d o l i te ra ture s u r v e y to identify de f in i t ions of r e s p o n s i b l e fac tors of 

a rch i t ec tu ra l p o l l u t i o n . T h e n on the bas i s of that k n o w l e d g e theore t i ca l f r a m e w o r k wil l be 

fo rmula t ed to ident i fy c a u s e s of a rch i t ec tu ra l po l lu t i on . After that the c a u s i n g fac tors wil l 

be a n a l y z e d w i t h e x p l a i n i n g a rch i t ec tu ra l po l lu t ion u s i n g s o m e e x a m p l e s . 

F inal ly th is f r a m e w o r k a p p l i e s to e x a m p l e ci ty and find ou t h o w a rch i t ec tu ra l po l l u t i on 

affect to its cha rac t e r . Before do th is , da ta wi l l co l lec t f rom that c i ty by i n v e s t i g a t i n g its 

d w e l l e r a n d p h y s i c a l s e t t i ng to identify its cha rac t e r . T h e n sea rch h o w th is c h a r a c t e r wi l l 

lose due to a r ch i t ec tu ra l po l lu t i on . 

0.3 Scope and Limitations 

City is c o m p o s e d from n o d e s , p a t h s , l a n d m a r k s and d is t r ic t s e t c . A m o n g the se , d is t r ic t o r 

smal l r eg ion of the ci ty can be t aken as a m a i n e l e m e n t of a c i ty . A l s o it c o n s i d e r as 

co l l ec t ive c o m p o n e n t of o the r ci ty c o m p o n e n t s . S t u d y is l imi ted to this m a i n e l e m e n t . 

U l t i m a t e target of th is s tudy is to ga in k n o w l e d g e a b o u t the effects of the a rch i t ec tu ra l 

po l lu t ion in the v i sua l e n v i r o n m e n t and h o w it affects the p e o p l e and the h a r m o n y of the 

e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e s tudy l imi t s its s c o p e to exp la in h o w po l lu t ion o c c u r s on theore t i ca l 

bas i s . 

T h e s tudy p a y s spec ia l a t t en t ion to K u r u n e g a l a as a d e v e l o p i n g t o w n in the c o u n t r y w h i c h 

had the ve ry s t r o n g cha rac t e r . K u r u n e g a l a is a l so taken to d e m o n s t r a t e the po l l u t i on in the 

v isual e n v i r o n m e n t and d e s t r o y i n g the c h a r a c t e r of the c i t i es . 


