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APPENDIX 1 – Extra Ordinary Gazette 1726/12 of 05th October 2011 
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APPENDIX 2 – QUESTIONNAIRE; INTRODUCING DRIVER 

IMPROVEMENT POINTS TO SRI LANKA 

The main objective of introducing Driver Improvement Points (DIPs) to Sri Lanka is 
identifying high risk motorists and habitual offenders and to suspend them from 
driving for a specified period of time. Correcting the attitude and improve the 
discipline of drivers in order to ensure that they will be more responsible and 
courteous while on the roads and reducing the high number of road accidents which 
has brought great loss to a country in each year are two other aims / objectives of a 
DIPs system. 

DIPs are a mechanism already adopted in limited number of countries around the 
world mainly in developed countries. But countries like Malaysia, Singapore and 
South Africa have also adopted the DIPs along with the well-developed countries like 
USA, Canada and Australia. 

Sri Lanka has also made their first attempts for a DIPs system with the regulations 
published under the Motor Traffic Act from the extra ordinary gazette numbered 
1726/12 and dated 05.10.2011, where it has declared 22 offences that could be 
counted for DIPs. 

According to the proposed system 

• A regular driving license holder who accumulates a total of 24 points with in a 
period of 24 months will be suspended from driving for a period of one year.  

• Two sets of forms will be used one by the police and the other by the courts 
(In a situation where the offender shall produce to courts) for reporting the 
road rule violations to the Department of Motor Traffic in order to mark DIPs 
under the respective driving license holders. 

• The judgment of offence committed will merely decide upon the observations 
of Police officers. 

The 22 offences identified are as follows 

  Points 
Reckless Driving and Accidents 
1 Failing to take such action on a highway to avoid an accident 6 
2 Driving a motor vehicle on a highway recklessly or in a 

dangerous manner or at a dangerous speed 
8 

3 Driving a motor vehicle on a highway negligently or without 
reasonable consideration for other persons using the highway 

8 

4 Failing to stop after an accident on a highway and to furnish 
relevant information 

10 

5 Failing to report an accident forthwith to the nearest police 
station 

10 

Speeding 
6 Exceeding the prescribed speed limits on a highway 6 
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Road Rules 
7 Failing to keep left or nearside of the road 2 
8 Driving so as to overtake other traffic without a clear view of the 

road ahead 
6 

9 Failing to overtake other traffic on the right off side of such other 
traffic 

4 

10 Failing to give way at intersections to vehicles coming from the 
right off side 

4 

11 Reversing or permitting the vehicle to travel backwards on a 
highway for a longer distance or without reasonable purpose 

4 

12 Failing to comply with prohibitory, restrictive, mandatory or 
Traffic (Signs) Regulations, priority signs 

6 

Signaling 
13 Failing to comply with oral directions or hand signals given by a 

police officer or a traffic warden 
6 

Pollution 
14 Driving a motor vehicle which has emissions above the 

prescribed standards 
6 

15 Using or permitting to use amplifying equipment in a vehicle 
with a volume of sound above the prescribed standards 

6 

16 Using a vehicle the noise of the engine and the horn of which 
exceed the prescribed standards 

6 

Construction and Use of Vehicles 
17 Driving a vehicle the condition of which causes or is likely to 

cause danger or harm to any person, property or vehicle on or 
adjoining the road 

10 

Safety 
18 Driver failing to wear a seat belt or failing to ensure the front seat 

passenger wear a seat belt 
3 

19 Overtaking at, or approaching a corner or bend, hill, bridge, 
Traffic (Highway Code) junction, pedestrian crossing, ‘no 
overtaking area’ township Regulations, 1987 (Gazette with heavy 
pedestrian traffic, narrow section of a road or Extraordinary, No. 
486/8 of crossing single or double white lines 

4 

20 Failing to stop before the give way line of a zebra crossing 
Traffic (Highway Code) while a pedestrian is at a pedestrian 
crossing 

6 

21 Rider of a motor cycle carrying more than one person and failing 
to wear a safety helmet or carrying a person without a safety 
helmet 

4 

22 Using hand held communication equipment while driving 4 
 

The following questionnaire has prepared with the objective of getting the opinion of 
Motor vehicle users and road users on the possible impacts/outcomes of the proposed 
system. You are kindly requested to take some time to answer the following questions 
as per your thinking. Further any possible positives/ negatives that you point out and 
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that are not covered with this questionnaire of the proposed system is also welcomed 
as comments 

Questions  

1. Introducing Driver Improvement points at this moment is a very good move. 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 
 

2. The number of points offered for an offence is reasonable. 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 

3. In the present circumstances the points will be charged merely on the 
observations of the police officers at roadsides. It is sufficient to decide that 
you have committed a road rule violation and accept the points. 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 

4. Implementing DIPs system in the present circumstances will lead to a higher 
rate of corruption and mal practices 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 

5. Do you think it is necessary to provide a proof of your road rule violation 
before recording any points under your Driving license? 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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6. If sufficient evidence of the road rule violation is provided, will you be ready 

to accept the DIPs offered? 
Yes, I will accept the points 
No, I will not 
 

7. Drunken Driving, Drunken and Committing a Fatal Accident and Committing 
a Fatal Accident without Drinking are not considered under the DIPS as these 
are considered as severe offences and will be presented to the courts for the 
Judgment. 
Yes, only the court decision is sufficient 
Those three offences should also be included under DIPs 
DIPs + Court Decision is necessary 
Only DIPs will be sufficient 
 

8. Traffic light offences are not included in the identified offence list. Including 
them as well is  
Highly Recommended  
Less Significant 
Not sure 
Not Recommended 
 

9. Sri Lanka Still maintains fairly low quality standards for fuel. But the 
emission standards are fairly at a higher level. Considering both these 
situations, it is fair to marks DIPs for emissions related violation. 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 
 

10. Introducing DIPS will reduce the number of road rule violations and accidents 
on roads. 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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11. The road conditions, the availability of road signs and road side information in 
Sri Lanka encourage the drivers to not to commit any road rule violations.  
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 

12. Condition of the vehicle is also a factor to be considered for DIPs under the 
current regulation. It is fair to mark DIPs against drivers who drove such 
vehicles, especially in a case where the vehicle is not owned by the driver.  
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Not Sure 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
 
 

 

 
 
Comments 
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APPENDIX 3 – Sample Questionnaire filled by a Participant of the 

survey 
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