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Abstract 

National Innovation System (NIS) can be defined as a network of elements which 

include public, private and academic sector whose interactions and collaborations will 

induce the creation and use of knowledge for national economic benefit.  

The purpose of this research was to identify the existence of the NIS along with its 

efficiency, effectiveness, strengths and weaknesses in Sri Lanka. 

Literature review revealed that measuring the NIS is complex due to the large number 

of elements involved with no single accepted methodology to study it. The various 

measurement techniques such as the European Innovation Scorecard (EIS), World 

Bank Knowledge Assessment Methodology (KAM), Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD) Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard, 

Triple Helix and Innovation Chain aim to identify the strength of the innovation 

system, the S&T capability and interrelationship between S&T institutions of a region 

or a nation. 

Innovation systems of six countries segregated into developed, developing and newly 

industrialized countries were studied. The countries studied were Australia, Finland, 

South Korea, Malaysia, India and Thailand. The study revealed that a central 

governance of S&T across the nation is vital for the success of any NIS. 

A combination of methodologies which included EIS, KAM, Triple Helix, Innovation 

Chain and Porter‟s Diamond Model were adopted to study the NIS. Data collection 

was through interviews with 14 experts in the government, academic and industrial 

sectors. Secondary data was from published data available in the annual reports, 

journals and the internet. 

The research revealed that the NIS of Sri Lanka is greatly compromised right from 

the very early stages of education. Low number of science based schools and exam 

oriented curriculum have failed to induce innovative thinking among Sri Lankan 

children. Further, competition for entrance into S&T universities has forced potential 

students to move to other fields of study.  

Higher education institutes and government research institutes also suffer setbacks. 

Lack of funds, lack of infrastructure and advanced equipment, lack of qualified 
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human capital, low level of recognition and appreciation of researchers, difficulties in 

getting approval and resistance to change are serious concerns that need to be 

addressed immediately. This has led to decreased number of research projects done 

causing underutilization, demotivation and lack of coordination among existing 

researchers.  

Industrial sectors contribution to S&T development has also remained low with the 

exception of a few sectors like Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

and the apparel sector. Increasing cost of operations, lack of government incentives 

for Research and Development (R&D) and poor implementation of Intellectual 

Property (IP) laws to protect ownership have discouraged industries to partner with 

government research institutes and universities for joint R&D ventures.  

Lack of a coordinating body for research and innovation and the lack of a governance 

structure for S&T have caused R&D to be performed in an ad-hoc manner with no 

national goal or strategy in mind. This has resulted in duplication of work at many 

government institutes with similar objectives but based under different ministries.  

These findings indicate that the government‟s role in the national S&T development 

needs to be improved and immediate measures should be taken to overcome existing 

weaknesses. Based on the findings, it is recommended that the government prioritize 

S&T development in its path to economic development. Initiatives to increase funds 

for S&T development in state research and academic institutes are vital. Further, laws 

should be strengthened to protect local innovations and S&T policies enforced should 

be implemented.  

The S&T community in the country is aware of these issues and has proposed a 5 

year strategy plan for science, technology and innovation to be implemented. 

Adequate actions are necessary by the government to implement this strategy plan to 

make Sri Lanka the “Wonder of Asia”. 

 

 

 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   v 
 

Table of Contents 

Declaration ................................................................................................................................................ i 

Acknowledgement.................................................................................................................................... ii 

Abstract ................................................................................................................................................... iii 

Table of Contents ..................................................................................................................................... v 

List of Figures............................................................................................................................................ x 

List of Tables ........................................................................................................................................... xii 

Abbreviations ......................................................................................................................................... xiii 

1. Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study......................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Identification of Problem ........................................................................................................ 2 

1.3 Objectives of the Study ........................................................................................................... 3 

1.4 Scope of the Study .................................................................................................................. 4 

1.5 Significance of the Study ......................................................................................................... 4 

1.6 Research Methodology ........................................................................................................... 5 

1.7 Chapter Summary ................................................................................................................... 6 

2. Literature Review ............................................................................................................................ 7 

2.1 Introduction ............................................................................................................................ 7 

2.2 The Origin and Definition of the NIS ....................................................................................... 7 

2.3 The Significance of NIS ............................................................................................................ 9 

2.4 Measuring the NIS ................................................................................................................ 11 

2.4.1 European Innovation Scoreboard ................................................................................ 12 

2.4.2 OCED Methodology ...................................................................................................... 16 

2.4.3 The Triple Helix Model ................................................................................................. 20 

2.5 Studies about other National Innovation Systems ............................................................... 23 

2.5.1 NIS of Developed Nations ............................................................................................ 23 

2.5.1.1 Australia .............................................................................................................. 23 

2.5.1.2 Finland ................................................................................................................. 28 

2.5.2 NIS of Newly Industrialized Countries .......................................................................... 31 

2.5.2.1 South Korea ......................................................................................................... 31 

2.5.2.2 Malaysia .............................................................................................................. 33 

2.5.3 NIS of Developing Nations............................................................................................ 38 

2.5.3.1 India ..................................................................................................................... 38 

2.5.3.2 Thailand ............................................................................................................... 43 

2.6 Chapter Summary ................................................................................................................. 46 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   vi 
 

3. Methodology & Data Collection .................................................................................................... 48 

3.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................................... 48 

3.2 Methodology ........................................................................................................................ 48 

3.2.1 Conceptual Model ........................................................................................................ 48 

3.3 Sample of the Study .............................................................................................................. 54 

3.3.1 Public Sector ................................................................................................................. 54 

3.3.2 Private Industries ......................................................................................................... 54 

3.3.3 Academics .................................................................................................................... 54 

3.3.4 Bridging Institutes ........................................................................................................ 55 

3.3.5 Grass Root Innovators .................................................................................................. 55 

3.4 Data Collection ...................................................................................................................... 55 

3.4.1 Data Collection Methods ............................................................................................. 55 

3.4.2 Primary Data Collection ............................................................................................... 56 

3.4.3 Secondary Data Collection ........................................................................................... 56 

3.4.4 Problems Encountered during Data Collection ............................................................ 57 

3.5 Chapter Summary ................................................................................................................. 58 

4. Data Analysis and Discussion ......................................................................................................... 59 

4.1 Introduction .......................................................................................................................... 59 

Section 1: S&T Bodies in Sri Lanka .......................................................................................................... 60 

4.2 Institutes performing, enhancing and developing Science and Technology ........................ 61 

4.3 Science & Technology Institutes ........................................................................................... 62 

4.3.1 Ministry of Technology and Research .......................................................................... 62 

4.3.1.1 National Science Foundation ............................................................................... 62 

4.3.1.2 Arthur C. Clarke Centre for Modern Technologies .............................................. 66 

4.3.1.3 Industrial Technology Institute ............................................................................ 67 

4.3.1.4 National Engineering, Research and Development Centre ................................. 68 

4.3.1.5 National Science and Technology Commission ................................................... 69 

4.3.1.6 Atomic Energy Authority ..................................................................................... 70 

4.3.1.7 Vidatha Centre..................................................................................................... 70 

4.4 Educational Infrastructure .................................................................................................... 71 

4.4.1 Ministry of Education &Ministry of Higher Education ................................................. 71 

4.4.1.1 National Education Commission.......................................................................... 72 

4.4.1.2 National Institute of Education ........................................................................... 73 

4.4.1.3 University Grants Commission and Universities ................................................. 73 

4.4.2 Ministry of Youth Affairs .............................................................................................. 75 

4.4.2.1 Department of Technical Education & Training .................................................. 76 

4.4.2.2 National Apprentice and Industrial Training Authority ....................................... 77 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   vii 
 

4.4.2.3 Vocational Training Authority of Sri Lanka .......................................................... 77 

4.4.2.4 Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission .................................................. 77 

4.4.2.5 National Institute of Technical Education of Sri Lanka ........................................ 78 

4.4.2.6 National Institute of Business Management ....................................................... 78 

4.4.2.7 National Human Resource Development Council ............................................... 79 

4.5 Agricultural, Plantation and Fisheries Industry ..................................................................... 79 

4.5.1 Ministry of Agriculture ................................................................................................. 80 

4.5.1.1 Sri Lanka Council for Agricultural Research Policy .............................................. 80 

4.5.1.2 Department of Agriculture .................................................................................. 81 

4.5.2 Ministry of Plantation Industry .................................................................................... 82 

4.5.2.1 Tea Sector ............................................................................................................ 83 

4.5.2.2 Rubber Sector ...................................................................................................... 83 

4.5.2.3 Coconut Sector .................................................................................................... 84 

4.5.3 Ministry of Livestock & Rural Community Development ............................................. 84 

4.5.3.1 Department of Animal Production and Health ................................................... 85 

4.5.4 Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Development .......................................... 85 

4.5.4.1 National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency ....................... 86 

4.6 Industrial Development ........................................................................................................ 87 

4.6.1 Ministry of Economic Development ............................................................................. 87 

4.6.1.1 Board of Investments .......................................................................................... 88 

4.6.1.2 National Enterprise Development Authority ....................................................... 90 

4.6.2 Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprises Development ...................... 91 

4.6.2.1 The Industrial Development Board ..................................................................... 91 

4.6.3 Ministry of Industry and Commerce ............................................................................ 92 

4.6.4 SME Sector in Sri Lanka ................................................................................................ 92 

4.6.5 Venture Capital Firms in Sri Lanka ............................................................................... 95 

4.7 Advance Technology Infrastructure ...................................................................................... 96 

4.7.1 Information Technology Infrastructure in Sri Lanka .................................................... 96 

4.7.1.1 Information & Communication Technology Agency ........................................... 99 

4.7.1.2 Sri Lanka Association of Software and Service Companies ............................... 101 

4.7.1.3 Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology .................................................. 101 

4.7.2 Electronic Industry in Sri Lanka .................................................................................. 102 

4.7.3 Biotechnology Industry in Sri Lanka ........................................................................... 103 

4.7.3.1 Institute of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Biotechnology ..................... 104 

4.7.4 Nanotechnology Industry in Sri Lanka........................................................................ 105 

4.7.4.1 Sri Lanka Institute of Nano Technology ............................................................. 106 

4.7.5 Research Institutes in the National Research System of Sri Lanka ............................ 107 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   viii 
 

4.8 Bridging Institutes ............................................................................................................... 108 

4.8.1 Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka .............................................................................. 108 

4.8.2 Chamber of Commerce, Sri Lanka .............................................................................. 109 

4.8.3 The Computer Society of Sri Lanka & British Computer Society ................................ 110 

4.8.4 Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science ............................................. 110 

4.8.5 Other Bridging Institutes ............................................................................................ 111 

4.8.5.1 Joint Apparel Association Forum ....................................................................... 111 

4.8.5.2 Sri Lanka Electronic Manufacturers and Exporters Association ........................ 112 

Section 2: Capability and Support for S&T Development..................................................................... 113 

4.9 Policy and Regulatory Framework for conducting S&T related work ................................. 114 

4.9.1 Economic & Social Infrastructure of the Country ...................................................... 114 

4.9.2 National S&T Policy .................................................................................................... 117 

4.9.3 Tax Policy .................................................................................................................... 122 

4.9.4 Legal system ............................................................................................................... 124 

4.9.4.1 National Intellectual Property Office ................................................................. 124 

4.9.5 Technology Transfers done by the Government ........................................................ 125 

4.10 S&T Human Capital Supply ................................................................................................. 128 

4.11 Funding for S&T .................................................................................................................. 135 

4.11.1 Public Funding ............................................................................................................ 135 

4.11.2 Private companies and Business Expenditure on R&D .............................................. 137 

4.12 Performance of R&D ........................................................................................................... 138 

4.12.1 High Tech Exports in Sri Lanka ................................................................................... 139 

4.12.2 Patents ....................................................................................................................... 140 

4.13 Key Technology Competitiveness Indicators  ..................................................................... 142 

Section 3:  Inter-relationships between S&T Institutes ........................................................................ 144 

4.14 Existing Collaborations between the institutions identified in S&T Infrastructure ............ 145 

4.14.1 Intra relationship between institutes in the same sector .......................................... 145 

4.14.2 Academia – Industry Collaboration ............................................................................ 148 

4.14.2.1 Business Incubators ........................................................................................... 153 

4.14.3 Government - Academia Collaboration ..................................................................... 156 

4.14.3.1 Government Policy on Education ...................................................................... 156 

4.14.3.2 Government Support in Improving Infrastructure of Education Sector ............ 158 

4.14.3.3 Mobility of HR between government and academics ....................................... 160 

4.14.4 Government – Industry Collaboration ....................................................................... 161 

4.14.4.1 Government as the Policy Body ........................................................................ 161 

4.14.4.2 Government as Regulatory and Approving Body .............................................. 162 

4.14.4.3 Government Industry Collaboration in Technical Services and R&D Services .. 164 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   ix 
 

4.14.5 Summary of Triple Helix ............................................................................................. 167 

4.14.6 Industry Analysis ........................................................................................................ 169 

4.14.6.1 IT Industry .......................................................................................................... 169 

4.14.6.2 Apparel Industry ................................................................................................ 171 

4.14.6.3 Discussion .......................................................................................................... 173 

Section 4: Innovation System of Sri Lanka............................................................................................ 174 

4.15 Existence and Effectiveness of the National Innovation System in Sri Lanka ..................... 175 

4.15.1 Organized Innovations ............................................................................................... 175 

4.15.2 Individual Innovations ................................................................................................ 176 

4.15.3 Access to Capital ........................................................................................................ 177 

4.15.4 Technology Policies .................................................................................................... 178 

4.15.5 IP Laws and Legal System ........................................................................................... 178 

4.15.6 Tax and Economic Policies ......................................................................................... 179 

4.15.7 Market Development ................................................................................................. 179 

4.15.8 Efficiency of Extension System in Sri Lanka ................................................................ 182 

4.16 Chapter Summary ............................................................................................................... 184 

5. Conclusions, Implications and Future Research .......................................................................... 186 

5.1 Conclusions and Implications.............................................................................................. 186 

5.1.1 The National S&T Infrastructure in Sri Lanka ................................................................. 186 

5.1.2 Inter-relationships & existing collaboration between the institutions identified in S&T 

infrastructure ................................................................................................................................... 190 

5.1.3 Existence and Effectiveness of the National Innovation System in Sri Lanka ................. 193 

5.2 Recommendations .............................................................................................................. 194 

5.3 Limitation of the Research .................................................................................................. 197 

5.4 Future Research .................................................................................................................. 197 

References ............................................................................................................................................ 199 

Appendix A – Interview Questions ....................................................................................................... 208 

Appendix B – List of Interviewee .......................................................................................................... 218 

 

 

 

 

 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   x 
 

List of Figures 

Figure 2.1: Innovation System Model .................................................................................................... 12 

Figure 2.2:  Influences on the Development of Industry Clusters .......................................................... 18 

Figure 2.3: Triple Helix III ........................................................................................................................ 20 

Figure 2.4: Phase 1-Triple Helix .............................................................................................................. 21 

Figure 2.5: Phase 2 - Triple Helix ............................................................................................................ 21 

Figure 2.6: Phase 3-Triple Helix .............................................................................................................. 22 

Figure 2.7: Australian Innovation System ............................................................................................... 24 

Figure 2.8: Finnish Innovation System ................................................................................................... 28 

Figure 2.9: South Korean Science and Technology System .................................................................... 32 

Figure 2.10: Economic Stages of Malaysia ............................................................................................. 34 

Figure 2.11: Organization of S&T in Malaysia ........................................................................................ 35 

Figure 2.12: Malaysian Innovation Model .............................................................................................. 36 

Figure 2.13: India’s National Innovation System .................................................................................... 39 

Figure 2.14:  Indian Innovation System Organogram ............................................................................. 40 

Figure 2.15: Distribution of R&D funding in India .................................................................................. 41 

Figure 2.16: Thailand - Innovation Strategy ........................................................................................... 45 

Figure 3.1: Innovation Chain Model ....................................................................................................... 53 

Figure 4.1: Ministries involved S&T Activities ........................................................................................ 61 

Figure 4.2: Institutions under the Ministry of T&R................................................................................. 62 

Figure 4.3: Organization Structure of NSF .............................................................................................. 63 

Figure 4.4: Innovation Chain at NSF Technology Division ...................................................................... 65 

Figure 4.5: Primary, Secondary and Higher Education Structure of Sri Lanka ....................................... 72 

Figure 4.6: Strength of Sri Lankan Universities ...................................................................................... 74 

Figure 4.7: Educational Expenditure as a percentage of GDP ................................................................ 75 

Figure 4.8: Institutions under the Ministry of Youth Affairs .................................................................. 76 

Figure 4.9: Institutes under Ministry of Agriculture ............................................................................... 80 

Figure 4.10: Institutes under Ministry of Plantations ............................................................................. 82 

Figure 4.11: Institutes under Ministry of Livestock & Rural Community Development ......................... 85 

Figure 4.12: Institutes under the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Development ................ 86 

Figure 4.13: Institutions under the Ministry of Economic Development ............................................... 88 

Figure 4.14: Industrial Zones & Techno Parks in Sri Lanka ..................................................................... 89 

Figure 4.15: Industry Distributions under BOI Scheme .......................................................................... 90 

Figure 4.16: Institutions under the Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise 

Development .......................................................................................................................................... 91 

Figure 4.17: Ministries involved in SME sector development ................................................................ 93 

Figure 4.18: Fixed and Mobile Subscriber Growth in Sri Lanka .............................................................. 97 

Figure 4.19: Cumulative Internet and Email Users ................................................................................. 97 

Figure 4.20: Overall IT workforce growth trend 2003 - 2008 ................................................................. 99 

Figure 4.21:  SLAAS presentations at annual proceedings and Scientist involved 2002-2006 ............. 111 

Figure 4.22: GDP (PPP int'l $) per capita, 1998 – 2008 ......................................................................... 114 

Figure 4.23: Comparison of Sri Lanka with Other Similar Economies .................................................. 115 

Figure 4.24: The most problematic factors for doing business ............................................................ 116 

Figure 4.25: The stakeholders and the flow of needs and outputs in the proposed governance 

mechanism ........................................................................................................................................... 120 

Figure 4.26: The Proposed Governance Structure ............................................................................... 121 

Figure 4.27: Stages of Technology Transfer ......................................................................................... 126 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   xi 
 

Figure 4.28: New Admissions to General and University Education .................................................... 130 

Figure 4.29: Progression to University from GCE (A/L) ........................................................................ 130 

Figure 4.30: University Admission by Broad Fields (2007/2008 - 2008/2009) ..................................... 131 

Figure 4.31: Postgraduate University Admission by Broad fields (2007, 2008, 2009) ......................... 131 

Figure 4.32: Progression of students from general education to post graduate programs ................. 132 

Figure 4.33: Skilled Workers Migration ................................................................................................ 132 

Figure 4.34: GERD as a percentage of GDP .......................................................................................... 135 

Figure 4.35: National R&D Expenditure by Discipline 1996-2006 ........................................................ 136 

Figure 4.36: GERD as a % of GDP - Sector wise .................................................................................... 137 

Figure 4.37: Sri Lanka’s R&D Investments: Allocation Relative to Actual Released ............................. 137 

Figure 4.38: Distribution of major exports of Sri Lanka by years (2007) .............................................. 138 

Figure 4.39: Number of Patents Registered in Sri Lanka ...................................................................... 141 

Figure 4.40: Number of Residents Patents Registered Category Wise ................................................ 141 

Figure 4.41: University Interactions with Industry in Sri Lanka ............................................................ 149 

Figure 4.42: Topology of UI Interactions .............................................................................................. 149 

Figure 4.43: Industry Interactions with University in Sri Lanka ............................................................ 150 

Figure 4.44: Distribution of School by Types in Sri Lanka ..................................................................... 159 

Figure 4.45: Distribution of School by Types for each province in Sri Lanka ........................................ 159 

Figure 4.46: Summary of Triple Helix Model ........................................................................................ 168 

Figure 4.47:  IT Industry Cluster - Porter Diamond Analysis ................................................................. 170 

Figure 4.48: Apparel Industry Cluster - Porter Diamond Analysis ........................................................ 172 

Figure 4.49: Summary of Innovation Chain Analysis ............................................................................ 181 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///D:/MBA-MOT/Research/Reports/Thesis%20Report/Chapters/Reports/Professor%20Feedback/Print%20Out/A_Study_of_National_Innovation_System_of_SriLanka.docx%23_Toc281302680
file:///D:/MBA-MOT/Research/Reports/Thesis%20Report/Chapters/Reports/Professor%20Feedback/Print%20Out/A_Study_of_National_Innovation_System_of_SriLanka.docx%23_Toc281302683


National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   xii 
 

List of Tables 

Table 2.1: EIS Metrics  ............................................................................................................................ 14 

Table 2.2: Innovation Scoreboard Indicators  ........................................................................................ 15 

Table 4.1: Performance of NSF Research Grants Scheme 2006 ............................................................. 63 

Table 4.2: Relative size of SMEs - 1983 & 1996 ...................................................................................... 92 

Table 4.3: Research Institutes in Sri Lanka ........................................................................................... 107 

Table 4.4: Trade Associations of CCSL  ................................................................................................. 109 

Table 4.5: Macroeconomic Stability ..................................................................................................... 115 

Table 4.6: Rankings for Ease of doing business in Sri Lanka ................................................................. 116 

Table 4.7: Tax Incentives for BOI companies  ....................................................................................... 122 

Table 4.8: Paying Taxes in Sri Lanka ..................................................................................................... 123 

Table 4.9: Number of Technology Transfer Activities 2001 – 2006 ..................................................... 126 

Table 4.10: Types of S&T manpower required for knowledge and innovation hub ............................ 129 

Table 4.11: R&D Expenditure for R&D Institutes: R&D Expenditure for R&D Institutes  ..................... 136 

Table 4.12: Estimated Hi - Tech market values  ................................................................................... 139 

Table 4.13: Technological Innovations and New Processes Developed (2001-2006)  ......................... 140 

Table 4.14: Key Technology Competitiveness Indicators  .................................................................... 143 

Table 4.15: Licensing Requirement for Investment Approvals ............................................................ 162 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   xiii 
 

Abbreviations 

3G Third Generation 

A/L Advanced Level  

ACCIMT Arthur C. Clarke Centre for Modern Technologies  

AEA Atomic Energy Authority  

AI Agricultural Instructors  

AICTE All India Council for Technical Education 

ARC Australian Research Council 

BAA Backing Australia’s Ability  

BCC B.C.C. Lanka Ltd  

BCS British Computer Society  

BERD Business Enterprise on R&D  

BOI Board of Investments  

BOO Build, Operate and Own  

BOT Build, Operate and Transfer  

BPO Business Process Outsourcing 

CAGR Compound Annual Growth Rate 

CARP Council of Agricultural Research Policy  

CBSL Central Bank of Sri Lanka 

CCB Coconut Cultivation Board  

CCSL Chamber of Commerce, Sri Lanka  

CCST Coordination Committee on Science and Technology  

CDA Coconut Development Authority  

CEB Ceylon Electricity Board 

CIS Community Innovation Survey 

CISIR Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research 

CPD Continuing Professional Development  

CRI Coconut Research Institute  

CSSL Computer Society of Sri Lanka  

CSTACI Commonwealth State and Territory Advisory Council on Innovation  

DAEO District Agricultural Extension Officers 

DAPH Department of Animal Production and Health  

DOASL Department of Agriculture Sri Lanka  

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone 

EIS European Innovation Scoreboard 

EMBnet European Molecular Biology Network  

EPZ Export Processing Zones  

EU European Commission  

FCRDC  Fruit Crops Research and Development Centre  

FCRDI Field Crops Research and Development Institute  

FDI Foreign Direct Investment  

FMRC  Farm Machinery Research Centre  



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   xiv 
 

FRU  Food Research Unit  

GDP Gross Domestic Product  

GERD Gross Expenditure on R&D  

GSLI Global Services Location Index 

HEI Higher Educational Institutions  

HORDI Horticultural Crop Research and Development Institute  

IBMBB Institute of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Biotechnology  

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and Development  

ICT Information and Communication Technology  

ICTA Information & Communication Technology Agency 

IDB Industrial Development Board  

IESL Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka  

IFS Institute of Fundamental Studies 

IIF Innovation Investment Fund  

IIFF Innovation Investment Follow-on Fund  

IIP Information Infrastructure Program  

IP Intellectual Property  

IPR Intellectual Property Rights  

IPS Institute of Policy Study 

IT Information Technology  

ITI Industrial Technology Institute  

JAAF Joint Apparel Association Forum  

KAM Knowledge Assessment Methodology  

KIST Korean Institute of Science and Technology 

KTFL Kalubowitiyana Tea Factory Limited  

KVS Krushhi Viapthi Sevaka  

LGN Lanka Government Network  

LSE Large Scale Enterprises 

MDC Malaysian Development Corporation 

MDCCI Matara District Chamber of Commerce & Industries 

MEXT Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology  - Japan 

MI Ministry of Information  

MIC Ministry of Industry and commerce  

MLRCDA Ministry of Livestock & Rural Community Development 

MoSTI Malaysia Science, Technology, and Innovation Ministry 

MoU Memorandum of Understanding 

MRI Medical Research Institute 

MSC Multimedia Super Corridor  

MST Ministry of Science and Technology  

MTEC Metal and Materials Technology  

MTISED  Ministry of Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Development 

MTR Ministry of Technology and Research 

MVTT Ministry of Vocational & Tertiary Training 

MYA Ministry of Youth Affairs  



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   xv 
 

NAB National Apprenticeship Board  

NAITA National Apprentice and Industrial Training Authority  

NARA National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency  

NARS National Agricultural Research System  

NASTEC National Science and Technology Commission  

NCSRD National Council for Scientific Research and Development 

NEC National Education Commission  

NEDA National Enterprise Development Authority  

NERDC National Engineering, Research and Development Centre  

NGO Non-Governmental Organizations 

NHMRC National Health and Medical Research Council 

NHRC National Health Research Council  

NHRDC National Human Resource Development Council  

NIA National Innovation Agency 

NIBM National Institute of Business Management  

NIC Newly Industrialized Countries 

NIE National Institute of Education  

NIPM National Institute of Plantation Management  

NIPO National Intellectual Property Office  

NIS National Innovation System  

NITC National Information Technology Council of Malaysia 

NITESL National Institute of Technical Education of Sri Lanka  

NRC National Research Council  

NSF National Science Foundation  

NSTDA National Science and Technology Development Agency  

NSTIC National Science, Technology and Innovation Council  

OECD Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development  

OSTI Office of Science and Technology Innovation 

PACE Policies, Appropriability and Competitiveness for European Enterprises  

PDP  Plantation Development Project  

PMSEIC Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation Council  

PPP Public Private Partnership 

PVIC Plant Virus Indexing Centre  

R&D Research and Development  

RBI Ruhunu Business Incubator 

RDD Rubber Development Department  

RGS Research Grant Scheme  

RRDI Rice Research and Development Institute  

RRI Rubber Research Institute  

RRS Rice Research Stations  

RTO Research Technology Organization 

S&T Science and technology  

SBIR Small Business Innovation Research  

SCPPC Seed Certification and Plant Protection Centre  



National Innovation System of Sri Lanka   xvi 
 

SITRA Finnish National Fund for R&D and Innovation 

SLAAS Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science 

SLAAS Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of Science  

SLASSCOM Sri Lanka Association of Software and Service Companies  

SLBFE Sri Lanka Board of Foreign Employment 

SLEMEA Sri Lanka Electronic Manufacturers and Export Association  

SLIIT Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology  

SLINTEC Sri Lanka Institute of Nanotechnology  

SLRMEC Sri Lanka Rubber Manufacturing & Export Corporation  

SLTB Sri Lanka Tea Board  

SME Small and Medium Enterprises  

SPEnDP Smallholder Plantations Entrepreneurship Development Program  

STMIS S&T Management Information System 

STPC Science and Technology Policy Council  

STPII Second National Science and Technology Policy  

STPRD S&T Policy Research Division 

T&V Training and Visit  

TAF Technology Acquisition Fund  

TEKES National Technology Agency of Finland 

TePP Technopreneur Promotion Program  

TRCSL Telecom Regulatory Commission  Sri Lanka 

TRI Tea Research Institute of Sri Lanka  

TSF Tea Shakthi Fund  

TSHDA Tea Small Holdings Development Authority  

TVET Technical and Vocational Education and Training  

UGC University Grants Commission  

UI University Industry  

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

UoM University of Moratuwa 

USA United States of America  

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 

USPTO United States Patent and Trademark Office  

VC Vidatha Centres  

VRI Veterinary Research Institute 

VTA Vocational Training Authority  

VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland 

WEF  World Economic Forum  


