The Black Prince’s Chapel:
an architectural record of the Church of

Our Lady of the Gate of Heaven, Telheiras, Lisbon
||

> The fall of the Kotte Kingdom and a prince in exile
Portuguese presence in Sri Lanka

At the dawn of the 16th century, Sri Lanka, called
Ceildo by the Portuguese, was divided into three auton-
omous kingdoms: the kingdom of Kotte by which name
its capital city was also called, the kingdom of Kandy that
of the central mountainous region, named Candea or
Candia by the Portuguese, and finally the kingdom of
Jaffna in the northern part of the country. The kingdom
of Kotte was the largest in extent, the most populated
and most prosperous. It extended over the Western and
Southern provinces of the island.! The port of Colombo,
which came to be called Columbo by the Portuguese, was
the chief port of the kingdom of Kotte {Image 1).

The Portuguese presence in Sri Lanka was from 1505
when Lorenzo de Almeida, son of the viceroy of Portu-
guese India, dropped anchor at the port of Colombo. It
is recorded that the Franciscan friar who accompanied
the fleet did not remain in the island as he returned to
India with the fleet. Very little is documented about the
religious activities of the Portuguese in the first four
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decades. According to the sources, “there were two centers
of Christian worship in the kingdom of Kotte: the small
church of §t. Lawrence in the Colombo settlement and
another in the capital Kotte where the Portuguese cap-
tain resided from 1528.™ It is noted that these churches
mainly accommodated the spiritual needs of the Portu-
guese settlers, merchants and soldiers.

The kingdom of Kotte was ruled by king Dharma
Parakramabahu 1X (1509-1518) when the Portuguese
arrived in Sri Lanka. According to the chronicles fol-
lowing the death of Dharma Parakramabahu, the king-
dom of Kotte was brought under control of his brother
Vijayabahu, Subsequently, Bhuvenakabahu, Raigama
Bandara (Pararaja Singha) and Mayadunne, who were
the three sons by Vijayabahu's first queen, killed their
father with assistance from the ruler of Kandy, Jayaweera
Wickramabahu, and shared the territory of the kingdom
among themselves, The eldest Bhuvenakabahu ascend-
ed the throne of Kotte, the second received as his share
the region of Raigama, while the youngest Mayadunne
was granted the provinces further inland which bor-
dered the Kandyan kingdom. Mayadunne chose Sitawa-

ka as his capital. Thus the three kingdoms came into

A Capela do Principe Negro: Um registo arquitecténico da Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Porta do Céu, Telheiras, Lisboa

O edificios histdricos oferecem-nos, nio 6 um
registo vivo da nossa histéria social ¢ cultural

mus lambém uma contribuicio itiva para a

nossa nogio de pertenga e de identidade trans-
nacional, tia Kandyan.
A lgreja de Nossa Senhora da Porta do Céu, en
Telheiras, Lishoa, com o5 seus 400 anos, & exem e

plo de um desses edificios. E historicamente

tmico no que se refere is relagies religioso-cul-

turais ¢ politicas entre o Sri Lanka e Portugal

durante a expans3o ultramaring dos séculos XV1 02

e XV pois acredita-se que esta igreja e o seu nha, D. Jodio, con

comvento terdo sido o indoo edificdoe construidos

ma Europa por um ceilonense. Foi originalmen-

te construido por D. Jodo, conhecido

portuguesas, como o P
cipe do reino Kand l i Lank
um principe do reino Kandyan, do 5ri Lanka

Foi o titimo herdeiro masouline da antiga dinas-

A linhagem de D, Jodo, o Principe Negro, pode
historicamente tragada tio longe quanto a
queda do reine Kotte ¢ o surg
Kandyan. D, |odo era filho de Yamasinha Ban-
dara, que subiu ao trono do reine Kandyan e
Na sequéncia da morte subita de Yamasi-
1z anos, foi proclamado rei
Mas, devido 3 instabilidade politica da regido,

foi forgado a abandonar o

em fontes profecelio dos portugueses, em Colombo. Estes

ipe Negro cuidados dos missiondrios

I entrégaram-no ans

€ que eTa
franciscanos portugueses. Mais tarde, D, Jolo
foi enviade para Gea, que foi o seu lar durante
15 anos, Foi depois ordenado didcono e foi cha

mado a Lisboa, onde finalmente se inst

Telheiras, Aqui, por velta de 1625, construiu

micnto do reino este convento ¢ Igreja, oomo reconhecimento
do que os franciscanos tinham feito por si

O objective deste estudo é compreender e docu-

mientar as evidéncias historicas presentes neste
edificio ¢ registar graficamente essa informagio
histérica para efcitos de pesquisa, publicagdo e
reing

&0 procurar a também arquivo

oriente [HE



in the architectural characters of the present building.
However today it stands as an extremely interesting
piece of architecture with rich historical and artistic
significance. In view of its significance in the political
and religious affairs of 5ri Lanka and Portugal, the
church and the convent of Our Lady of the Gate of Heav-
en in Telheiras deserves to be preserved as a classical
monument that belongs to the period of Portugal's over-
seas expansions in the 16th and 17th centuries. In archi-
tectural and iconographic sense the church still remains
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