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A b s t r a c t 

T h e b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t of a c o u n t r y is a n e x t r e m e l y s e n s i t i v e 

i n d i c a t o r o f i t s s t a t u s a m o n g the c o u n t r i e s of t h e r e s t of t he w o r l d . 

A h i g h q u a l i t y b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t i n d i c a t e s the q u a l i t y o f the c u l t u r e 

o f t h a t n a t i o n , t h u s the q u a l i t y o f i t s people . I t a l so i n d i c a t e s t h e 

s t a t u s o f t h e p h y s i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h a t n a t i o n , for h i g h e r 

d e v e l o p m e n t is i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t a c h i e v i n g a n d m a i n t a i n i n g a 

h i g h q u a l i t y b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t . 

A r c h i t e c t s have the p r i m a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a c h i e v i n g a n d 

s a f e g u a r d i n g the q u a l i t y o f t he b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t o f a c o u n t r y . 

T h o u g h t h e r e m a y be o t h e r p ro fess i ona l s a n d n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l s 

w h o are i n v o l v e d i n t he c r e a t i o n o f t h e b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t , a r c h i t e c t s 

are seen as t h e t r a d i t i o n a l sen t i ne l s . I n the Sr i L a n k a n c o n t e x t t o o , 

i t is t h e s a m e . 

T h o u g h S r i L a n k a h a s a p r o p e r s y s t e m of t r a i n i n g i t s a r c h i t e c t s a n d 

a r e a s o n a b l e n u m b e r o f p r a c t i c i n g a r c h i t e c t s , i t s t i l l c a n ' t boas t of a 

h i g h q u a l i t y b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t . I n f a c t t h e c u r r e n t s ta te of t he b u i l t 

e n v i r o n m e n t of S r i L a n k a , c o u l d o n l y be d e s c r i b e d as ' pa the t i c ' . I t 

h a s a b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t t h a t is h i g h l y u n s t a b l e . Eve ry t w i s t a n d 

t u r n is t h e p a t h o f t he n a t i o n h a s a p r o n o u n c e d i m p a c t on the b u i l t 

e n v i r o n m e n t , t h u s p r e s e n t i n g g r e a t d a m a g e to i t . The b u i l t 

e n v i r o n m e n t o f S r i L a n k a is n o t s t a b l e , because i t s t i l l doesn ' t h a v e 

a s t r o n g n a t i o n a l s ty le for t he d e s i g n e r s to g r o u p a r o u n d . W i t h o u t 



s u c h a g r a v i t a t i o n a l force the i n d i v i d u a l d e s i g n e r s are e a s i l y 

m i s g u i d e d . Eve ry l i t t l e e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e c o u l d eas i l y m i s l e a d t h e m . 

S r i L a n k a n a r c h i t e c t s c o u l d n ' t ach ieve s u c h a n a t i o n a l s ty le d u e to 

v a r i o u s i n t e r n a l a n d e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s a n d p r e s s u r e s . B o t h 

a t t i t u d i n a l d i s a g r e e m e n t s a m o n g a r c h i t e c t s a n d v a r i o u s e x t e r n a l 

p r e s s u r e s p r e v e n t i n g t h e m f r o m w o r k i n g t o w a r d s s u c h a s t y l e 

c o n t r i b u t e s to t h i s . The 

W h a t e v e r t h e s teps t h a t c o u l d be t a k e n to i m p r o v e a n d s a f e g u a r d 

t he q u a l i t y o f t h e b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t o f S r i L a n k a m u s t be co l l ec t i ve 

e f fo r ts . T h e p r i m a l s tep to do so, w h i c h is a c h i e v i n g a n a t i o n a l s t y l e , 

is n o t a n i n d i v i d u a l t a s k . The w h o l e c o m m u n i t y o f S r i L a n k a n 

a r c h i t e c t s m u s t j o i n h a n d s i n t he b a t t l e for s a f e g u a r d i n g the q u a l i t y 

o f t he b u i l t e n v i r o n m e n t o f S r i L a n k a . 


