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Abstract 

In La t i n re l i g ion is spe l t as re-ligare a n d m e a n s 
a re- l ink (w i th G o d ) ; tha t is ou r c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
b e t w e e n h u m a n a n d the s u p e r h u m a n o r 
s a c r e d o r s i m p l y G o d . 

R i t ua l is t h e p r i m a r y m e a n s tha t m a k e s 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n p o s s i b l e b e t w e e n h u m a n s a n d 
t h e p o w e r s b e y o n d i m m e d i a t e h u m a n life - t h e 
t r a n s c e n d e n t . S i g n s a n d s y m b o l s a re u s e d to 
e x p r e s s h is f e e l i n g s a n d e m o t i o n s ; t h u s ac t as 
t h e m e d i a f o r c o m m u n i c a t i o n . T h e g rea t 
s y m b o l s in re l i g ion a re t h e na tu ra l e x p r e s s i o n s 
o f h u m a n t h o u g h t . 

H e r b e r t Y P M A c l a i m s tha t , c o l o u r is o n e of t he 
o l d e s t f o r m s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n k n o w n , a n d w e 
a r e a t t r a c t e d to it l ike m a g p i e s to a sh iny 
o b j e c t . C o l o u r is s i m p l e a n d p u r e . 

T h e r e f o r e c o l o u r s y m b o l i s m t oo p r e d o m i n a t e s a s a u n i v e r s a l p a t t e r n , a n d 
i n t eg ra l l ink b e t w e e n m a n a n d h is r i tua l , a s o c i o l o g i c a l c o d i n g w h i c h g u i d e s 
h i s l i fe al l t h e w a y , a p o w e r f u l p r e s e n c e , w h i c h c a n n e v e r b e i g n o r e d . 

C o l o u r r e s o n a t e s l ike a r aga , m u s i c a l no te , c r e a t i n g m o o d n u a n c e s 
a p p r o p r i a t e to the o c c a s i o n , c a u s i n g m a n to l ink c o l o u r w i t h r i tua l , l ay i ng 
d o w n c e r t a i n l a w s as it w e r e , in t he c o l o u r v o c a b u l a r y , to b r i ng t h e d i s c i p l i n e 
n e c e s s a r y for e a c h o c c a s i o n . 

In o t h e r w o r d s , c o l o u r p l ays a n i m p o r t a n t par t in t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f m e n 
soc ia l l y . C o l o u r s y m b o l i z e s d e e p e m o t i o n s of h u m a n i t y a n d be l i e f is 
u n i v e r s a l . 

A l t h o u g h c o l o u r is a b a s i c a n d v i ta l a s p e c t , w h i c h is l a c k i n g in o u r bu i l t 
e n v i r o n m e n t t o d a y , it h a s b e e n m u c h i g n o r e d , m i s u n d e r s t o o d , m i s u s e d , o r 
n o t e x p l o i t e d to i ts ful l po ten t i a l . 

T h i s s t u d y l o o k s in to i n v e s t i g a t e h o w c o l o r sa id to be re l i g i ous l y s y m b o l i c 
r a t h e r t h a n un i ve r sa l l y s y m b o l i c a n d h o w co lo r is g e n e r a t e d , n u r t u r e d a n d 
a r t i c u l a t e d in t h e bui l t e n v i r o n m e n t . 
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