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A b s t r a c t 

R e c e n t trends in local level planning h a v e emphas i zed the i m p o r t a n c e o f enhanc ing p lace images . 

H e n c e , conceptua l i z ing the form o f a loca l i ty ' s i m a g e has b e c o m e a need in urban planning. 

Hav ing noted the l imitations in avai lable a p p r o a c h e s , and the k n o w l e d g e gaps for such 

conceptua l i z ing through a l iterature rev iew, this study w a s undertaken to e v o l v e a conceptua l 

mode l o f the s tructure o f a local i ty 's i m a g e . F o r this purpose the results o f an empir ica l 

invest igat ion o f the inhabitants ' cogni t ion w e r e interpreted in the light o f theoret ical posit ions 

establ ished by prev ious studies. T h e r e s e a r c h w a s des igned on the premises that the 'spatial 

ex tent ' o f the env ironment const i tutes the substantial domain o f urban planning and the p lanners 

aspire to w o r k in its 'public rea lm' . H e n c e , the focus w a s on the shared spatial re ferences in 

inhabitants ' cognit ion. T h e empir ica l w o r k included a quest ionnaire survey , a field 

r e c o n n a i s s a n c e and a car tograph ic survey. Referr ing to the ' invariant ' and the ' c o n t e x t speci f ic ' 

charac ter i s t i c s o f the findings, it w a s sugges ted that the env ironmenta l i m a g e o f a p lace w a s a 

'uni tary' c o n c e p t and its s tructure w a s conf igured o f the ' re ference points ' both 'co l lec t ive ly ' and 

' individually' held by the inhabitants. T h e r e f o r e , the mode l evo lved here w a s n a m e d the unitary 

image of the place. Its ' co l l ec t ive ' domain w a s shown as the potential area for the urban planners 

to intervene to w o r k about a loca l i ty ' s i m a g e and thereby, to integrate inhabitants' cogni t ion with 

the planning p r o c e s s . 

K e y w o r d s : E n v i r o n m e n t a l I m a g e , Cogni t ion , P l a c e , L o c a l i t y , Inhabitants , Spatial E lements . 
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