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Introduction 

Overview 

At school I was a science student. At University I started as a student of 

Medicine. But I switched over to Architecture in the middle of the course. 

After finishing my University education, I was involved with a career of 

journalism. There too, I was more involved not in writing, but in the artistic 

field as a layout editor. 

I am now continuing M.Sc studies in Landscape Architecture. I have 

found some similarities between landscaping and' drawing layouts for 

media publications. In addition I was always intrigued by space travel, 

UFOs and alien mysteries. The background with science, architecture, 

journalism and layout editing led me to think more about our ancient 

civilization with unparalleled colossal constructions like Stupas and Tanks. 

With this backdrop. I selected the topic , "Landscaping in Ancient 

Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka: Is there any alien influence?" 

Purpose of the Study 

If anyone wants to do a comprehensive research on any aspect of 

Landscaping first of all, he must define the term and then he must study 

the origin and evolution of Landscaping in the world. In the process of this 
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study one may find it difficult to answer some of the questions arising from 

the ancient designs of Landscaping. Were these designs created by our 

ancestors or was there any alien influence.? 

According to some experts on this subject, the Pyramids in Egypt and the 

Stupas at Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka were oriented according to the stars 

of 'Orion'. They argue that the main Stupas in Anuradhapura have layouts 

and alignment similar to those of three stars in the constellation of Orion. 

They further point out that the Stupas at Anuradhapura show a certain 

marginal resemblance to the ground layout of the three pyramids in Cairo. 

There was an ancient Sri Lankan religious story telling how the 

'Lovamahapaya' at Anuradhapura was built according to a plan from 

heaven, where one Arahat Bhikku was able to copy the design on his robe 

when he was returning from heaven "Thavathinsa" (Thavuthisa). Not only 

the Stupas and other structures in the area but also the surroundings have 

according to the authorities, a definite influence from other worlds. 

According to some ancient epics and religious stories the layout of ancient 

Anuradhapura followed a copy received from "Heaven, Thavutisa". The 

ancient chronicles were full of accounts about 'flying chariots', flying 

machines' and celestial beings traversing the skies. 

My dissertation will explore the reality of this hypothesis and ascertain 

whether there is any kind of message or concept of communication 

conveyed through these designs. 
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I am of the view that there are unexplained mysteries behind the great 

architectural works in our world. I take this opportunity of research studies 

to express my ideas so that others will rethink the history in its correct 

perspective. 

Hypothesis 

My main submission in this dissertation is that aliens visited our planet 

many centuries ago and they were involved in great works of construction. 

Along with these constructions they have changed or improved the 

landscape designs and town planning of these areas. 

I have tried to analyze the beginning of the evolution, history of the 

civilization and the origin of the landscaping. I have also collected 

evidence on alien mysteries and on the real constructions. Comparing all 

these facts, opinions and theories, this hypothesis has been formed in 

my mind. 

Research Problems 

I had to face a number of major and important problems in this research. 

2. What is the evidence to prove that aliens visited Sri Lanka and were 

they involved in constructions at ancient Anuradhapura. 
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3. Were they involved only in construction o f Stupas or did they also 

provide plans for Landscape designing? 

4. Why did they select Anuradhapura for such constructions? Is it 

because it already had a comprehensive town plan or is it because 

they thought that it is easy to improve the landscaping on the already 

existing basis.? 

5. Though there is plenty of evidence relating to Architectural plans of the 

constructions, it is difficult to find out direct evidence on landscaping 

6. Therefore I have to go on the basis that architectural plans of the 

construction and plans for Landscape are part and parcel of the same 

alien Involvement. 

Methodology 

The research studies were mainly based on Library references, literature 

obtained from websites and interviews with Sri Lankan experts on the 

subject. 

At every stage , the sites of the Great Stupas were visited to gather more 

evidence, if available. The main Museum in Colombo and the Museum at 

Anuradhapura were important sources for obtaining necessary 

information. 
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Set t ing of the sun seen between the 
Great S tupas of Anuradhapura 

Setting of the sun seen between the 
Great Pyramid of G\za 

However, if we do discover a complete theory, 
it should in time be understandable in broad 

principle by everyone, not just a few scientists. 
Then we shall all, philosophers, scientists and 

just ordinary people, be able to take part in the 
discussion of the question of why it Is that 

we and the universe exist. 

A Brief History of Time 
Stephen Hawking 



Kakusanda Konaqama ^aeeaya Gauthama 
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Kakusanda Konagama 
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Kassapa Gauthama 



CHAPTEFs-1 

O r i g i n of L i f e o n E a r t h 



Chapter - 1 

1.1 Origin of life on Earth: do we have ancestral links with 
the Cosmos? 

Figure - 1 Cave drawings 

The terms ' Aliens' and 'UFO's are very common in the modern era and 

are imprinted on our minds. The origins of life generating from a far off 

place, psychic energies and communications with Extra Terrestrials are 

still very fascinating subjects which have never been proved or disproved. 

However, the origin of Earth within our solar system is a reality. The Earth 

which revolves around the sun is only one of the planets. The theory of 

the expansion of the solar system and of the Universe in space is a fact 

beyond any doubt. The interactions between our sun and its planets and 

among the planets themselves is a great science which is still advancing. 

The place which is occupied by the Earth within the solar system may 
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have been occupied by Mars, trillions of years ago. The planet Venus 

which is now closer to the sun and hence too hot for any formation of life 

could occupy the present place of Earth in the orbit in future due to the 

phenomenon of expansion. By that time the Earth would be a dead planet 

similar to Mars with a lost civilization. Average temperatures of the Sun 

and some of the planets is as follows: 

The sun - 5,800 °C 

Mercury - 480 °C 

Venus - 260 °C 

Earth - 15°C 

Mars - 60 °C 

Hence, when a planet gradually reaches its age of infertility, the living 

beings on that planet shall explore ways and means of inhabiting another 

planet that supports life. At that stage, if they transit to another planet, 

they will be aliens. This is not a conceivable fact unless, we ourselves 

reach such a stage to search for other planets. Until such time, it will 

remain a hypothesis. 

The origin of life on Earth, and the evolutionary process leading to the 

emergence of Homo sapiens is still shrouded. Are we created by a 

'Creator' or are we a product of evolution alone? It is true that the human 

beings share a lot of characteristics with other primate groups. But can 

not the end species of evolution be a common form for all the planets in 

one solar system ? Hence did some beings visit the Earth from time to 

time from our own or another galaxy? 
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Here I quote the Article - Life from space: An Emerqeninq Paradigm by 

Prof. N.Chandra Wickramasinghe-Sc.D. published in May 2001 

The author proposes a controversial idea that life on Earth came from 

outer space, since: 

• Microorganisms arrived on comets that crashed to prebiotic Earth 

• Early Earth did not have ideal conditions to produce life on its own 

• Comets continue to seed Earth with microorganisms that interact 

with existing species 

The radical answer proposed by scientists Fred Hoyle and N.C. 

Wickramasinghe in the late 1970s was that we came from space! Our 

genes and those of all living forms on Earth were brought here by comets, 

neatly packaged within cosmic microorganisms. This idea was not 

plucked out of the skies, but was the result of careful analysis of 

astronomical biology.The hypothesis, called cosmic ancestry/panspermia, 

posited by the authors is not widely accepted by the mainstream scientific 

community. But recently, scientists at University of California, Berkeley, 

have shown that organic molecules travelling through space on comets 

could have survived their impact with Earth and could have seeded life on 

Earth.. 

The logic that emerged from the studies by N.Chandra Wickremasinghe 

and Fred Hoyle in 1980 can be summarised as follows: 

i. Life with all its basic genetic information originated, not on Earth 

but on a grand cosmic scale. 
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ii. Viable bacterial cells that are present in interstellar clouds could 

fall to the surface of the earth. 

iii. These may or may not interact with terrestrial life forms on 

Earth. 

iv. If these interact with terrestrial life forms then they could add to 

the genomes of plants and animals, and thus assist in evolution. 

v. They could attack terrestrial life forms and lead to epidemics of 

new diseases. 

The panspermia theory or hypothesis should be examined with a critical 

eye. The hypothesis is as follows: 

The inventors of panspermia hypothesis have varied views: 

Crick's Rocket Sperms - An alien race sent them here on rockets 

Hovle's Comet Creatures - They lived on comets, before settling 

here 

Hovle's Light Beam Riders - These little fellows sat astride light 

beams from the stars 

Arrhenius' Migratory Spores - Colonizers traveling throughout the 

Universe 

Asimov Blasts Them Out of Space - With a little something called 

ultraviolet 

Conclusion - The ideas are fantastic and actually explain so little 

Panspermia (also called "directed panspermia") is the teaching that life on 

earth originated from "life sperms," or spores, that arrived from outer 

space. Here are a few statements on the matter that will reveal, first, the 
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fantastic notions involved in this theory and, second, the utter impossibility 

of it occurr ing: 

Crick's Rocket Sperms 

F i g u r e 2 - C r i c k ' s r o c k e t s p e r m s 

Francis Crick received the Noble Prize for his discovery of the DNA 

molecule. In his 1981 book, Life Itself, he fills the first half of the book with 

reasons why life could not originate on our planet—and then he proceeds 

to suggest that it came from outer space on rockets! 

"Crick proposed that life began somewhere else in the Universe and 

evolved to a much higher technical level than is now present on earth. He 

next suggests these life forms are now sending rockets containing 

primitive life forms (perhaps bacteria or blue-green algae) throughout the 

universe, spreading the seeds of life hither and yonder. Crick even 

describes the rocket's design and postulates the condit ions necessary for 

successful re-entry into our atmosphere."(Richard Tkachuck, book review, 

in Origins, Vol. 10, No. 2, 1983, p. 91). 
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"In Life Itself, a noted coauthor of the Watson-Crick model for DNA 

structure embraces an origins view called "Directed Panspermia," in which 

it is assumed that life was originally sent to earth from outer space! 

According to Crick, life evolved from nonlife on some other planet, starting 

with the spontaneous generation of bacteria and proceeding all the way to 

highly intelligent beings. These gifted individuals (about whom Crick says 

surprisingly little in the book) then sent our own bacterial ancestors here 

on an unmanned spacecraft. (However, the generally accepted modern 

view is that it can happed by chance somewhere else, it could also have 

happened on Earth) 

"This means that Crick believes life has evolved twice—once from 

molecules to intelligent people somewhere else, and then again from 

bacteria to man on Earth! He also holds that all this took place in about 9 

billion years following a Big Bang."—George F. Howe, book review, in 

Creation Research Society Quarterly, December 1983, p. 190. 

Since the Big Bang supposedly occurred 10 billion years ago (others say 

15 billion), the rocket with the bacteria is supposed to have arrived here 6 

billion years ago. 

Hoyle's Comet Creatures 

Fred Hoyle, the originator of the Steady State Universe Theory (which he 

later abandoned), after spending several years writing science fiction 

books, wrote a book with N. Chandra Wickramasinghe in 1979, called 

Lifecloud: the Origin of Life in the Universe. In the book they first list solid 

evidence why it would be impossible for life to begin here on Earth, and 

> 
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Figure - 3 Hoyles' comet creatures 

then they p r e s e n t their theory that life originated in living c r e a t u r e s 

feeding, breeding, and multiplying—in c o m e t s , — w h i c h m a n a g e d to arrive 

on ear th . 

"Recently , F r e d Hoyle h a s c o m e up with a theory on t h e origin of life which 

s a y s that life on ear th w a s s e e d e d by colliding c o m e t s . . In a book review 

of Hoyle and W i c k r a m a s i n g h e ' s book, Lifecloud: the Origin of the 

Universe, Colin Pillinger a c c u s e s the a u t h o r s of se lect ing their e v i d e n c e 

and elevating speculat ion to fact. Fred Whipple s t a t e s what is likely to be 

the c o n s e n s u s of opinion on Hoyle's theory: 

F o r a t ime, Hoyle and W i c k r a m a s i n g h e held to this c o m e t origin of life 

s e e d s . Their view w a s that, s i n c e it is imposs ible for life to form on 

Ear th ,—i t must h a v e formed in the tails of c o m e t s a n d g a s c louds in the 

sky! T h e n e a r a b s o l u t e z e r o t e m p e r a t u r e s ( h u n d r e d s of d e g r e e s below the 

"zero" on our t h e r m o m e t e r s ) in hydrogen c louds might, it w a s theorized, 
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provide better conditions for the formation of life than sand, seawater, and 

lightning bolts on Earth. 

"Very small quantities of microscopic bits of life may be formed, they 

feel—not enough to be detected at astronomical distances, but large in an 

absolute sense; and these may be formed not only in distant gas clouds 

but in comets of our own solar system. Life on Earth may therefore have 

originated when spores were carried to Earth by comet tails. 

Hoyle's Light Beam Riders 

Figure 4 - Hoyle's Light Beam Riders 

Another theory of Hoyle's was developed two years later: life forms 

continually reach the earth directly from outer space. They ride on beams 

of light.Hoyle and Wickramasinghe explained the light-beam theory in their 

1981 book, Evolution from Space. Howe discusses their conjectures: 
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"Like their counterpart in life science, Dr. F.C. Crick of DNA fame, Hoyle 

and Wickramasinghe seriously suggest that packets of genetic material 

continually enter our atmosphere from outer space, riding the pressure of 

light between stars. These may be mere specks of genetic code stuff (in 

their view), entire bacteria, or even insect eggs. Some source out there, 

they believe, is benevolently broadcasting these materials widely and is 

thus providing predesigned systems that any forms of life may need to 

adapt for whatever environmental niches they may be encountering on 

particular planets. Where successes occur, they envision whole new 

blocks of genes entering the cell and producing new functions on the order 

of the way a computer can be rapidly "upgraded'.. 

"Like the Darwinism that Hoyle and Wickramasinghe's model is supposed 

to replace, cosmic evolution suffers at precisely the same points: lack of 

any adequate mechanism and absence of experimental supporting data. 

They are obviously unable to show the reader strong evidence of such 

genetic packages in astronomical debris entering our atmosphere. It 

seems this (and this alone) is the key evidence required to put this 

interesting origins model on some sort of scientific basis 

ARRHENIUS' MIGRATORY SPORES 

It all started with Arrhenius, a chemist who in 1907 published a book on 

the subject. 

"Toward the end of the nineteenth century some theorists went to the 

other extreme and made life eternal. The most popular theory was 

advanced by Svante Arrhenius (the chemist who had developed the 
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Figure 5 - Arrhenius' Migratory spores 

concept of ionization). In 1907, he published a book, entitled Worlds in the 

Making, picturing a universe in which life had always existed and migrated 

across space, continually colonizing new planets. Life traveled in the form 

of spores that escaped from the atmosphere of a planet by random 

movement and then were driven through space by the pressure of light 

from the sun."—*lssac Asimov, Asimov's New Guide to Science (1984), p. 

638. 

Asimov Blasts Them Out Of Space 

Asimov in his publication in 1984 then demolished that fantastic theory in 

one bold stroke: 

"At first blush, this theory looks attractive . . But Arrhenius' suggestion fell 

before the onslaught of ultraviolet light. In 1910, experimenters showed 

that ultraviolet light quickly kills bacterial spores; and, in interplanetary 

space, the sun's ultraviolet light is intense—not to speak of other 
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destructive radiations, such as cosmic rays, solar X rays, and zones of 

charged particles like the Van Allen Belts around the earth. Conceivably, 

there may be spores somewhere that are resistant to radiation, but spores 

made of protein and nucleic acid, as we know them, could not make the 

grade." 

Asimov then goes on to explain that the longest that bacteria have been 

able to survive in the "harsh unfiltered sunlight" of outer space is 6 hours. 

So "life spores" hopping rides on "light beams" to distant planets—would 

survive less than one-fourth of a day in outer space. 

Prof.N. Chandra Wickremasinghe of the Cardiff center for Astrobiology 

has said in a letter to the well known medical journal, 'Lancet' that the 

mysterious virus for the infective spread of SARS has some link with outer 

space. 

If the ideas of this eminent scientists are to be considered or accepted, 

some of the themes of evolution will change. 

• Humankind will be forced to accept the role of being just another 

life form on a quite ordinary planet, Earth, which is one of many 

billions of similar planets orbiting countless stars in the universe. 

• Our perceptions of ourselves, our sense of self-importance and 

self-esteem would be dramatically altered when full importance of 

the discovery of extraterrestrial life comes to be recognized. 

• Human kind will be forced to accept our true ancestral links with the 

Cosmos, hopefully leading to the emergence of an all-

encompassing cosmic world -view. 
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1.2 Man the Hunter Gather: 

Figure - 6 Man - The Hunter Gather 

Archaeologists postulate origins of man back to about 3.6millon years. 

In temperate regions at first the land was an uninhabited, cold with only 

tundra, but soon it gave way to flowers, grasses, bush-like birch and osier, 

and with them came bigger animals such as reindeer and elk which in 

their turn attracted humans to the area. 

From earliest times men were hunters and gatherers. They lived on fruits, 

roots, nuts and vegetables that they found growing wild. They learnt how 

to make tools and weapons and hunted for meat. At first they did not have 
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fire and hence had to eat food uncooked. They used animal skins to cloth 

themselves. They did not live in caves but followed their food sources from 

one place to another. They met other groups on these journeys. They did 

not know how to make fire at first, so when they came across something 

burning from natural causes they used it to make camp fires to keep them 

safe and to keep out the night beasts. They would take burning sticks with 

them so as to keep the fire for the next camp. If the fire went out they had 

to wait till they found it again. 

Man didn't learn to make fire for a very long time. But when he did it 

changed his life. He did not have to worry about it going out as they could 

build another campfire. Meat could then be roasted and could be saved 

for harsher times. It was the end of the Ice Age. Much of the world was still 

frozen. Man would travel following the animals across the great ice lakes, 

rivers and seas to new parts of the Earth's terrain. As the ice melted, the 

men and the animals were sometimes trapped, unable to get back from 

where they came from. Some lived in caves after they had killed the wild 

animals that lived there so that they could be warm and safe during the 

cold weather. Why did they do cave drawings? Why hide them away in 

Figure - 6 A - A cave drawing by Early Man 
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small narrow places? No one really knows. Was it a religion asking for a 

good hunt and saying thanks to the gods for the good hunt they had just 

had and for the gods eyes only? As you can see on cave drawings they 

depict the animals that they hunted for food. 

It is believed that Stone Age man migrated to the British isles across the 

land bridge that then joined Britain to the rest of Europe. The rising water 

levels cut Britain off from Europe and left these peoples to develop 

separately and largely unmolested by any large outside tribes or armies. 

As time went by men learnt how to make better tools and weapons, They 

learnt how to make homes out of animal bones and twigs and covered in 

skins and with boulders round the bottom to hold it in place. These could 

last for many years and provide safety and warmth. People began to live 

longer. They learnt how to fish and make nets to catch them in; they 

learnt how to make better clothes and to cure the food for the long winters. 

They followed the animals in the summer and later returned to their winter 

homes. As time went on men soon learnt to domesticate animals and till 

the land to grow crops. At last they could live in one place. 

1.3 Beginning of agriculture with civilization: 

Some two million years ago during the Old Stone Age, people began to 

learn to work and live together. Their way of life changed miraculously 

with the making of fire and which enabled them to camp at one place for 

longer durations. Further they were able to live in larger groups and to 

enjoy the company of others. 
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Figure - 7 - Beginning of Agriculture 

By this time the ice had melted and various kinds of vegetation sprouted 

from earth. Humans who wanted to keep food for longer periods to be 

used during cold winters usually had the knack to gather nuts which could 

live for longer periods without perishing. 

The Stone Age which began two million years ago ended approximately 

1 0 , 0 0 0 years ago. The people began to live together in small groups. 

The earth was a very different place. Due to the need of water the groups 

of people preferred to live closer to streams, lakes and rivers. Gradually, 

the earth's climate became warmer and the glaciers melted. The world 

was covered with greenery and various types of vegetation colonized the 

land masses. People experimented with collecting different kinds of 

vegetation and they succeeded in selecting the best vegetation, nuts and 

seeds for their use. This prompted cultivation and the emergence of 

agriculture among the human beings and to the development of 

techniques of ploughing and irrigation and to the invention and 

improvement of tools to service these needs. As the scale of agriculture 
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increased, so too did man's settlements and towns and cities began to 

develop along the fertile fringes of coastlines and river valleys. 

Many early civilizations responded to these conditions , for example, 

Mesopotamia with the rivers Euphrates and Tigris and the civilization of 

pharoic Egypt on the banks of the river Nile. Early Aryan settlements in 

Asia followed a similar pattern as have others in many other parts of the 

world. 

It is interesting to note how early Homo sapiens has evolved in these parts 

of the world which is confirmed by the fossils. 

Agriculture became less more predictable and certain than hunting which 

was the main mode of life for the humans in the Stone Age. As agriculture 

flourished men needed places of safety to store their crops and to protect 

them from decay. They also had to protect the crops from wild animals 

and other creatures like birds. This gave rise to the want of "homes". The 

lines of ownership was demarcated by various means. A small community 

developed with lands and homes. Yet the modes of worship which they 

inherited from Stone Age continued seeking help from Gods to protect 

their lives and crops. 

1.4 Birth of landscape: 

With the proliferation of the tendency to cultivate, forest clearances began. 

This was the primary move by mankind to establish settlements, which 
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pioneered the future formation of townships. The man made environment 

began to complement the natural environment and to give birth to the 

F igure-8 Birth of landscape 

idea of landscape. His flint axe assisted him to clear the forests. He 

reared cattle, pigs and goats. Whilst relishing the meat and milk of the 

domesticated animals, he had to support them by growing the necessary 

fodder and in order to supply meat predictably, by penning and keeping 

animals rather than following then in the wild. 

The transformations which took place mainly in the river valleys developed 

fast into centers and monuments of high civilizations. 

One major aspect that influenced mankind was his faith of the divine, he 

conceived gods as the unseen forces who directed, guided and protected 

his life and crops. Accordingly, Sun, Moon, Stars, Rain and supernatural 

beings were created in his mind as "Gods" . Men planned and built altars 

where they could congregate and pray seeking their help and blessings. 
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These places of worship gradually developed into elaborate shrines 

expressed with skilled carpentry, masonry, art and sculpture. 

This marked the formative stage of planned landscaping and architecture 

by mankind and which is expressed at the present day in the tension 

between Man's exploitation of the Earth's natural resources and his 

understanding of the self supporting natural balance of these resources. 
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Chapter 2 

F i g u r e - 9 K a l u d i y a P o k u n a - A n u r a d h a p u r a 

2.1 An outl ine of Landscape Architectural History 

Landscape Architectural History can be broadly divided in to four(4) 

epochs. 

They are : 

1. Prehistory (20,000-3300 B.C.) 

2. Ancient times (4000 - 500 B.C) 

3. The Middle Ages - Medieval Period or Dark Ages 

(A.D. 476-C.1350) 

4. The renaissance - Fourteenth to Seventeenth centuries. 

(Ref- Landscape Architecture - William A.Mann) 



1. The epoch on Prehistory could again be subdivided to four(4) 

periods. 

A Paleolithic - Old Stone Age (20,000 - 8000 B.C) 

This period was characterized by the use of first tools, hunting skills, 

food gathering, nomadic life style, worship of fertility gods and 

goddesses, sacred burial monuments and emergence of various 

races. 

B Mesolithic : Middle Stone Age (8000-4000 B.C.) 

The period was characterised by advanced hunting skills, advanced 

plant collecting techniques and semi settled life style. 

C Neolithic : New Stone Age (4000-3300 B.C) 

During this period agricultural cultivations developed and settled 

animal husbandry. These are associated with the, formation of 

villages and towns, the evolution of central authority and advancing, 

techniques of tool making, weaving and pottery. 

D Bronze Age (3300-1600 B.C) 

This period highlights atransition from villages to cities. The ability to 

produce food in surplus and hence the development of storing 

techniques. First attempts at writing, masters and servants concept 

and advancing understanding in metallurgy, mathematics and 

astronomy. 
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2. Recent world history may be subdivided in to five (5 ) subjects of 

study, as follows: 

A. T h e Civil isation of Egypt ( 4000 - 500 B.C) 

F i g u r e - 10 - The P y r a m i d s - E g y p t 

Here we find a highly stratified society, whose life and culture was 

dictated by the annual surge of the waters of the Nile and governed 

by god kings of enormous power and wealth. 

This wealth and power were expressed in large and wonderful 

monumental structures including pyramids, formal residential 

estates and gardens. There was orderly ground plans with irrigation 

systems including landscaping with trees, shrubs and rivers. 

Pyramids may be regarded a s tombs, a s astronomical 

observatories, and a s calendar survey devices. My dissertation 

examines these and discusses such advances as evidence of extra

terrestrial influence during the Bronze-Age. 
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B. Mesopotamian Civilization ( 3500 - 538 B.C.) 

Sumerian - (3500-533 B.C) 

Assyrian - (900-625 B.C) 

Neo-Babylonian - (611-538 B.C) 

These civilizations dominated the so called Fertile Crescent between 

the Euphrates and Tigris rivers and having at that time a more 

temperate climate than Egypt. They were responsible for major 

advances in mathematics, astronomy and in the development of 

writing, and in their use of stepped building forms including ziggurats. 

The population was urbanized with social gatherings. There were 

royal hunting parks, with game animals, plants, temples, and 

palaces. Expressing ideas of earthly paradise and which their rulers 

aspired to. 

C. Persia (539-331 B.C) 

At its greatest extent, the Empire extended from Egypt to the Indus 

River (India) with hot arid desert landscape with only a few fertile 

river valleys. 

Persian culture synthesised Assyrian, Egyptian and Ionian Greek 

culture with a religion based on fire worship. Alexander the Great 

ended the Persian dominance. Garden design expressions were 

basically geometric with reflecting pools and cascades of water, 

flowers and fruit based on the need to use irrigated surface water 

sparingly and economically. 

It marked the origin of Islamic (Moorish) style such as created in 

spain during 14 t h century. 
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D. Greece ( 7 0 0 - 1 3 6 B.C) 

Greece has an environment of rugged, mountainous indented 

peninsular and islands that does not favour travel on land. Hence 

sea travel and communication methods developed. Hot, arid climate 

with great competition for fertile valley-bottom land. 

They had a culture with a philosophy based on notion of pure 

reason and truth derived from scientific evidence. 

People believed in polytheistic religion with many Gods aligned to 

various facets of Nature. 

The Polis or city state was the urban focus of agricultural community. 

Market places were central with major streets oriented North South 

and East West. There were passages only for pedestrial traffic . 

Private residences were walled with open courtyards inside for fresh 

air and sun beams. 

There was orderliness and city planning specially with certain areas 

earmarked for colonial settlements 

Even the places of worship were with high walls and the primary 

objective of landscaping seems to be the respect for orderliness and 

privacy. The words 'Academy', 'Atrium', ' Gymnasium', 'Colonnade', 

'Portico', 'Parthenon', ' Basilica', 'capital', etc. were created by 

Greeks and are used by the world today as they are very much 

appropriate to the human expressions. 
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E. The Roman World (510 B.C- A.D. 476) 

The Roman world originated in the central Italian peninsula in the city 

of Rome and expanded in all directions to Spain and Scotland and to 

the Persian Gulf. 

The Roman Empire (510-27 B.C.) was based on Greek democracy 

and religion. The Emperor who was a dictator was worshipped as a 

God. Christianity was legalized as an official religion in A.D. 313 by 

Emperor Constantine. 

There was a flourishing aspect as regards Engineering and 

Technology with Roads, Bridges, Aque educts, fortress and walls, 

walled towns. All these had the planned orderliness based on greek 

gridiron scheme. 

Urban open-space development known as Fora were constructed in 

impressive forms by the Emperor which were regarded as 

'monumental'. These rectangular spaces were enclosed by four 

colonnade sides. 

Urban residential gardens and villas of urban and country sides with 

enclosing walls had geometric patterns. The words 'Arcade', 'Arch', ' 

'Fresco', ' Grotto', 'Labyrinth', 'Vault', 'Villa', 'forum', 'Circus', 'maze' 

'panorama', 'amphitheater', and 'Aqueduct' have the origin from 

Roman world. 
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2.2 The 19 tn century - the urge 

The urge in the 19 century was for escape into romance, excited by 

literature and travel. In architecture all countries got littered with styles 

that were Gothic or Greek, Egyptian or Indian or Italian. All the countries 

were influenced by the landscaping pattern of other countries and were 

mingled in the expressions. 

There was also the urge to break in to a new world order and hence the 

countries did not develop their own style or inherent forms of landscaping. 

The sphere of art too suffered the same fate. Some times a landscape 

pattern utterly irrelevant appeared in some part of a country simply 

because it was borrowed from another country and thought to be more 

picturesque. Futility of such borrowing was realized only later. 

However, the world faced an industrial revolution and a war during this 

century. That too affected the discipline of landscape immensely due to 

unplanned expansion of industrial enterprises and devastation caused by 

war. 

In the 20 t h century, at the beginning confusion and chaos ruled the 

environment of the industrialized countries. But the science of land use in 

the interests of the community as a whole and a new art form gradually 

emerged in these countries. 

In the 20 t h century, the concept of comprehensive landscape planning 

had been realized and accepted. Today it is a fact that the twin forces of 
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ecology and constructivism had to be amalgamated for any successful 

and useful landscape design. Abstract thoughts have inspired the designs 

and the more affluent of the society at whose expense, the environment 

was lost, now enjoy the pleasing landscape around their country homes or 

in the suburbs. World at last realized the importance of a planned eco 

system and a pleasing environment including the matching landscape 

design. 

2.3 The evolution of modern Landscape : 

Any discipline on earth directly controlled or linked to the Human beings 

are subject to transformation from a restrictive state to a liberalized state. 

Every person cherishes freedom of expression put into practice by the 

freedom of thought. However as the individual trends could criss-cross 

and negate the harmony, disciplines or schools of thought gradually 

transform imbibing the individual expressions whenever found 

accommodative. 

This theory applies to the discipline of Landscape too. In the Eighteenth 

century, three schools of thought intermingled to motivate landscape 

design. 

(a) Western classicism which initiated in Baroque, Italy or through the 

Grand Monarchy of France - Majority of European States sought 

be copy the landscape designs and to rival by improving. 

(b) China - the spirit of Chinese garden was one of symbolism. It was 

a part of their way of thought. They had the idea that a landscape 

should respond to moods of awe as well as enchantment and 

pleasure. 
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(c) England - was in favour of the expression of a totally new and 

liberal age . Aesthetic roots of this school of thought could be 

traced to beginnings in Italy. 

2.4 Was there any alien in f luence for s o m e super human 

fea ts? 

Figure - 10A - Stone Carvings of a Astronaut 

For my dissertation I have selected a range of apparently super human 

feats from the full range of human history, in support of my hypothesis of 

alien influence. These include pyramids of Egypt, Stupas in Sri Lanka, the 

Nazca lines and ziggurats, which will be discussed in detail in the 

forthcoming chapters. 
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Chapter 3 
3.1 Pyramids of Egypt 

Figure 11 - The Great Pyramids of Egypt 

The Great Pyramids of Gizeh in Egypt was listed as one of the seven 

wonders of the world and remains so to this day. 

The Great Pyramid and the Sphinx are "officially" dated a s of the Fourth 

Dynasty ( 2 5 7 5 - 2 1 5 0 B.C) 

It is indeed a mystery, how the Ancient Egypt gradually achieved an 

unimaginable highly developed civilization whilst the rest of the world were 

much far behind. 

According to conventional historical beliefs, the pyramid form in the 

architecture in ancient Egypt developed its technology at least over 

several hundred years. The cased pyramids of Khufu, Khafre and 

Menkaure at Gizeh represent the culmination of the gradual development, 

expressed in the wealth and power of 4 t h Dynasty old Kingdom Egypt 

( 2 9 0 0 - 2 7 5 0 B.C) 
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According to the conventional historical beliefs, the stupas of Sri Lanka 

were based on earlier models of stupas in India and the architecture 

developed over a long period of time. They grew in size with the 

prosperity of their makers and as successive generations sought to repair 

and recase them, made them larger and larger. 

The ziggurat forms of Mesopotamia like the pyramids and stupas 

represent a " reaching up to the Heavens " by man in his buildings - It is a 

kind of shared aspiration which finds expression also in the cathedrals and 

Mosques of Christianity and Islam, the merus of India and the pagodas of 

Chinese and Japanese Buddhism. 

Even though the conventional historical beliefs are eager to explain the 

architecture of the pyramids and stupas with comparisons from other 

countries, I feel that it cannot be dismissed so lightly. In fact my detailed 

explorations on pyramids and stupas indicate that they stand unparalleled. 

The stupas have not achieved much bigger dimensions as such additional 

coatings have crumbled away in a very short time. 

Furthermore, the architecture and the structure of pyramids cannot be 

compared to any other architectural structure or form in the world. Hence 

the conventional historical beliefs are yet to be verified and proved. 

The pyramids are the eternal monuments built by Pharaohs-Monarchs of 

Egypt. The three Pyramids at Giza, Cairo are the largest and are termed 

Great Pyramids. The largest Great Pyramid measures 230 metres along 

the base of each side and covering an area of 5(five) hectares. It is the 

sole survivor of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
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The Great Pyramid was originally 146 metres in height and was 

constructed of granite blocks of about in 201 courses , the lowest at the 

base , measuring 1.5 metres in height. It is estimated that there are a total 

of 2 .6 million blocks, weighing 7 million tons. The technique used for 

construction is still unknown and unsolved. The blocks were cut from 

neighboring quarries, transported to the site by methods unknown and 

hoisted in place. 

To this date, no scientist or architect has demonstrated correctly how this 

process was implemented by such a civilization in the 4 t h Dynasty. 

Figure - 12 The Sphinx 

Amongst the nine(9) pyramids at Giza, in Cairo, the 3 great Pyramids are 

built by the pharaohs, named Cheops, Chephren( son of cheops ) and 

Mycerinius. ( the son of Chepheren). They were built between about 

2 7 0 0 - 2 5 0 0 B.C. These 3 pyramids have the ground layout and alignment 

seemingly to the three stars in the belt of the constellation of Orion near 

the Milky Way. 

This coincidence or the Orion Theory will be discussed in detail later in 

this chapter. 
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Water marks were found on the sides of the Great Pyramid at a level 400 

feet higher than the Nile river is today, and deposits of sea salt inside the 

Pyramid corroborate the theory that it and the Sphinx must have been built 

before the time of the melting of the last great Ice Age. 

The salt deposits were several inches thick in some places inside the 

pyramid. It could be argued that salt is reached to the surface of deserts 

and may then be windblown. But then the quantity seems to be amazing. 

Herodotus, visiting in the fifth century B.C, reported that inscriptions of 

strange characters were to be found on the pyramid's casing stones. In 

1179 an Arab historian recorded that these inscriptions were so numerous 

that they could have filled 'more than ten thousand written pages.' The 

pyramids were originally covered with 115,000 highly polished casing 

stones. 

A European visitor of the early 14th century, tells how the stones were 

covered with strange symbols arranged in careful rows. Sadly, in 1356, 

following an earthquake that levelled Cairo, the Arabs robbed the 

Pyramids of its beautiful casing of stones to rebuild mosques and 

fortresses in the city. As the stones were cut into smaller pieces and 

reshaped, all traces of the ancient inscriptions were removed from them. A 

great library of ageless wisdom was forever lost. It is also likely that these 

inscriptions were related to current burial practices and possibly also 

recorded the great events of each King's rule. 
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Figure - 13 - The mysterious tableau on the thired shrine 
inside the tomb of Tutankhamun 

As for dating of these artifacts, archeologists of the Muslim faith are 

constrained by a belief that the earth is only 6 , 0 0 0 years old. All dating is 

done within that framework, even unconsciously. 

Figure - 13A - Pyramids and their Ancient 
Traditions with Planets 

While everyone knows of Egypt's great pyramids at Giza, many less 

significant examples dot the Egyptian landscape. Scattered along the Nile 

from Seila, which is on the edge of the Favoum Oasis, down south to 

Elephantine Island at Aswan are seven of Egypt's smallest step pyramids. 

They date from the second half of the 3rd Dynasty to a s late a s the early 

4th Dynasty. There are likely others that remain undiscovered, or now 
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completely ruined. Though today largely discounted, some researchers 

have even attributed all of these small pyramids to a single ruler, Huni, the 

last ruler of the 3rd Dynasty, who probably built the one pyramid located 

on Elephantine Island. 

F i g u r e - 14 - The b u r i a l m a s k o f b o y - K i n g T u t a n k h a m u n 

They are very different to the, larger pyramids, having no internal 

chambers, nor any underground structures. Among them, only the 

pyramid in Zawiyet el-Meiyitin was not built on the west bank of the Nile. 

The purpose of these pyramids is a matter of dispute among 

Egyptologists, though without any chambers within or below, they could 

probably not have been true tombs. Nor has any evidence of a funerary 

cult been found near these pyramids, though some believe they might 

have been centotaphs (fake tombs) of queens. Others believe they might 

have been shrines connected with the myth of Horus and Seth, or perhaps 

predecessors of the later sun temples, while still others believe they 

represented the primeval mound on which life was created. In fact, we 

may never completely understand their purpose, unless other evidence is 

uncovered. 
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3.2 Orion Mystery 
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Figure - 1 5 - Orion diagram (Line diagram) 

Robert Bauval (1994) a Belgian by nationality, had grown up in Egypt, 

spoke Arabic (as well as French, English and Italian) and had a 

passionate interest in the Pyramids. As an engineer who had worked on 
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several very large projects in Saudi Arabia and other Middle Eastern 

countries, his approach to the subject was radically different from that of 

conventional Egyptologists. He could appreciate, as only a civil engineer 

could, the enormous technical achievement represented by the Pyramids; 

not just the magnitude of the operation but the precision with which it was 

accomplished. He could see that such an achievement would be nearly 

impossible to emulate today even with all the advantages of our modern 

technology. To build such structures without even the benefit of steel tools 

let alone pulleys, hoists and cranes was almost miraculous. Bauval could 

see that the enigma of the Pyramids was the greatest unsolved mystery of 

the ancient world and he was determined to discover why they were built. 

For a period of ten years he puzzled over the plans of the Giza Necropolis 

but it was not until he was camping one night in the desert with the stars 

visible overhead in all of their glory, that he found the clue he was looking 

for. All at once it became clear that the Giza pyramids were meant to 

represent the Belt of Orion, whose two brightest stars, Alnitak and Alnilam, 

matched the larger pyramids of Khufu and Khafre whilst the "offset" 

slightly dimmer star was symbolised by the pyramid of Menkaure. 

Thus began an extraordinary adventure for Bauval who did not let the 

matter rest here but followed up his discovery to see how it squared with 

what is known about the Egyptian religion at the time the pyramids were 

built (c.2500 BC) and what, if any, significance they placed on the 

constellation of Orion. He soon discovered that this constellation was not 

only important to the Egyptians but symbolised the star-form of their 

favourite god, 'Osiris', who from his heavenly home ruled over the 

Kingdom of the Dead. 
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Figure - 1 6 - Orion constellation - Top of 
center of the Southern hemisphere 

The importance of the pyramids in the religious customs of the Egyptians 

was made clear by the many references in the "Pyramid Texts" (writings 

recorded from the walls of some of the later pyramids) stating openly that 

the pharaoh expected that after death his soul would go to Orion to 

become a star. The important role of the Great Pyramid of Khufu in this 

stellar religion of the pharaohs was more than hinted at by the discovery in 

1966 by the astronomer Virginia Trimble that a shaft from the "Kings 

Chamber" was angled in such a way that it aligned perfectly with the 

culmination, that is to say the point in exactly on the north-south meridian 

that, at the time the pyramids were built was daily crossed by the Belt of 

Orion. As it was already known that a similar shaft on the northern side of 

the Kings Chamber aligned with the then north star: Thuban in Draco, 

such alignments seemed to be a deliberate piece of astro-architectural 

engineering. Further research by Bauval himself indicated that a similar 

southern-oriented shaft from the "Queens Chamber", which lies lower 

down in the pyramid than the King's, was directed towards the culmination 

point of the star Sirius. As this star, the brightest in the heavens, was 

associated with the cult of the Goddess Isis, the wife of Osiris, further 

weight was added to his proposition that the pyramids had a stellar 

significance. 
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Figure - 17 - Parallelism between the Pyramids on the 
ground and the stars of the 'Duat' region 
of the sky 
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The diagram at figure - 17 shows schematically the parallelism between 

the pyramids of the Memphite Necropolis on the ground (which include the 

Pyramids of Giza) and the stars of the "Duat" region of the sky (which 

include Orion's Belt). It also shows the alignment of the minor shafts of the 

Great Pyramid and how these pointed at specific stars of particular 

interest to the Egyptians. 

Ikô tiifî  Steins; m tjft̂  wijnteir 
Follow an imaginary line through Orion's belt. 

i -

Figure - 18 - Sirius and Orion. 

In the years that followed Bauval had several papers on this and related 

subjects published in a journal called Discoveries in Egyptology'—DE for 

short. He also sought the opinions of a number of senior Egyptologists to 

see what they had to say about his theories concerning the stellar religion 

of the pharaohs. Though some were hostile others, such as the late 

Professor I.E.S. Edwards, Former Keeper of Egyptian Antiquities at the 

British Museum, and Dr. Jaromir Malek of the Griffiths Institute in Oxford 

were quite supportive. Late in 1992 Robert Bauval approached Adrian 

Gilbert with the idea that they should collaborate on writing a book that 

would present these ideas to a wider public. The result was The Orion 
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Mystery which was first published in February 1 9 9 4 to coincide with the 

broadcasting of a BBC program, featuring Robert and Adrian, called The 

Great Pyramid: gateway to the stars. 

3.3 Pyramids and the Anc ient Egypt ian Cul ture 

Figure 19 - The Nile River 

Researchers like Zecharia Stichin proposed that an advanced race of 

extraterrestrials once visited our planet, imparting knowledge hitherto 

unavailable to humanity. Some UFO theorists also think that the sudden 

appearance of a uniform code of law, the wheel, knowledge of astronomy 

and agriculture, and elaborate temples inscribed with cuneiform or 

hieroglyphic script, is related to extra-terrestrial influence. 

Endorsing the idea of Paleocontact, many investigators consider that 

these synchronistic events could not merely represent the result of a 

parallel development of unrelated cultures at similar s tages of evolution 

and claim instead that they could only have been initiated by outside 
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influences. In other words, contact with visiting aliens were welcomed as 

gods and teachers. Certainly history records that there was an 

unprecedented explosion of knowledge 5,000 years ago, but it may yet 

have been foreshadowed by an earlier society whose cultural remnants 

have long since vanished. 

However, as far as past scientific accomplishments are concerned, the 

truth is we just do not know how much of man's accumulated wisdom has 

been lost through wars, natural disasters, and deliberate wholesale 

destruction. Isolated pockets of civilization may have flourished for 

centuries, only to be overrun by barbarians and their former glory lost 

forever. The oldest societies with a written record - Egypt, Mesopotamia, 

and the Indus Valley without any cultural antecedents, did seemingly 

blossom out 5000 years ago. 

The evidence for a truly ancient civilization, predating even the Sumerians, 

has been reduced to the merest vestiges of proof but for centuries out of 

place artifacts or, as archaeologists would say, oopart's, have been 

recovered in increasing numbers. While excavating an Egyptian tomb, 

near Saqqara in 1891, investigators came upon a small, birdlike object 

made of sycamore wood. It was dubbed the 'Saqqara bird' and, like the 

rest of the tomb's contents, dated to 200Bc. Little more thought was given 

to the matter until almost 80 years later, after the Wright brothers had 

made their landmark flight and ushered in the era of modern aviation. To 

the next generation of Egyptologists, the birdlike artifact looked uncannily 

like an airplane. The resemblance was so striking that a team of aviation 

experts was assembled in the early seventies to explore this hypothesis. 

Their study revealed that the 5.6 - inch long body was aerodynamically 
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sound. In fact, one aeronautics engineer noted a remarkable similarity 

between the Saqqara bird and a new, oblique-winged aircraft that NASA 

planned to build. And when the tiny wooden relic was subjected to the 

ultimate test , a flight trial, it soared through the air with the e a s e and 

grace of a modern-day glider. To the experts, the conclusion was 

inescapable: The 2 , 0 0 0 - year-old object was a model airplane. 

It is tempting to dismiss the 'Saqqara bird' a s an oddity, a single misplaced 

piece in the incomplete mosaic of history. But it is hardly alone among 

artifacts that demonstrate strikingly advanced ingenuity for their age. 

Using increasingly refined tools for exploring the past, archaeologists have 

identified a number of remnants that seem a s improbable in their primitive 

context a s cavemen donning Sony headphones. Indeed, the technical 

sophistication of certain age-old relics is so impressive that we have only 

recently come to understand their purposes, prompting some scholars to 

wonder if it is possible that the great scientific and technological 

achievements of the past 5 0 0 years were already known to ancient 

civilizations.Hence the construction and the real objectives of the 

Pyramids will astonish the world for a long time more without any specific 

answers. 

Figure - 20 - Nile River with the delta 
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3.4 W h o Really Bui l t the Pyramids? 

Figure - 21 - Interior tableau of a tomb 

Scientists have been debating the age of the Great Pyramids for years. 

The general timeframe has been chosen as 2 7 0 0 - 4 0 0 B .C. After 

hundreds of years the Pyramids are still in remarkable condition. Such 

longevity helped concentrate people's interest in the monuments when 

they were discovered and still do today. One of the questions that is 

asked is, "How did the ancient Egyptians build such things with such 

primitive technology?" the common answer for this is slave labor, which 

has a very large number of followers. Other people look for more 

alternative answers as to how the pyramids were made. Some think that 

the Egyptians may have had a little help. 
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F i g u r e - 22 - In te r io r t ab leau o f a t o m b 

According to one alternative theory, Egyptians had help from an extra

terrestrial race to construct the pyramids. S o m e say this would explain 

why they are built so extraordinarily precise and large. This would also 

explain why the pyramids are lined up in the formation of the stars on 

Orion's Belt. When super imposed, the pyramids at Giza are in the exact 

position a s the stars. Several other astrological phenomena can be 

associated with the placement and position of the pyramids. 

Measurements of different aspects of the Great Pyramids demonstrate 

amazing knowledge in mathematics. For example, if the circumference of 

the pyramid is divided by twice its height the result is 3 . 1 4 1 5 9 . this 

happens to be the first six digits of pi. Pi is also demonstrated many more 

times throughout the pyramid. Mathematical accuracy like this is thought 

by some to be too advanced for such an old civilization. This helps the 

theory that they had help from some highly intelligent beings. Many of the 

pas sages within the pyramid have curious calculations a s well. When 

added up, the length of some passages equal specific dates in time, dates 

that were in the distant future in the time of the Egyptians. Some of the 

dates, which have been figured out, are the life and death of Christ, the 

history of the Jews , and prophecies for world events. This helps the 



theory that the pyramids were built by someone with advanced 

knowledge, perhaps aliens or a supernatural being. 

F i g u r e - 23 - The C u l t u r a l event ( S o m e are n o n h u m a n faces ) 

The types of materials that were found, or not found, within the pyramids 

have also been used to hypothesize about alien involvement. Common 

knowledge has it that the pyramids were built for the purpose of containing 

the bodies of the dead pharaohs. This poses a problem for the Great 

Pyramid. 'No body' has been found within this structure. In the tomb of 

King Tutankhamun, a type of fungus never before seen on earth was 

found. This adds to the list of odd occurrences in the pyramids. Another 

thing missing was records containing information on the construction of 

the pyramids. Some people find this very odd. The Egyptians kept very 

good records about their culture, who their kings were, what wars they 

fought, and what structures they built. There is, however, no mention of 

the construction of the pyramids. 

• 
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Figure - 24 - Interior designs of a tomb 

Some people say the Cydonia site on Mars is evidence that some extra

terrestrial race helped in the construction of the pyramids. Early pictures 

of the surface of Mars showed what looked to be a face and pyramid-like 

monuments located by each other. The face in the photo appeared to 

resemble a humanoid profile, similar to the sphinx, whereas the pyramids 

were linked to Egypt right away. This theory has begun to die down 

recently with the release of higher resolution pictures, which show the face 

to be an eroding mountain. 

Some pyramidiots, such a s Erich von Daniken and Zecharia Sitchin, claim 

that the ancient Egyptians were too backwards to have constructed the 

pyramids without the help of extraterrestrials. Edgar Cayce claimed that 

beings from Atlantis helped the Egyptians build the pyramids by showing 

them how to levitate stones. Charles Berlitz claimed that Atlantis lay 

beneath the Bermuda Triangle and had a pyramid the s a m e size as the 
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Great Pyramid at Giza. Pyramidiots also think Atlantis is the link between 

the pyramid of Egypt and Pyramids of Mexico. They are not dissuaded by 

the fact that the one was primarily funerary while the other was primarily 

used for ceremonies, including some which involved human sacrifice. 

Arguments demonstrating that the ancient Egyptians or Mexicans were 

intelligent and resourceful enough to build pyramids are to no avail. 

Figure - 25 - Interior paintings of a tomb to 
give directions 

Other pyramidiots ascribe super technological or paranormal power to the 

ancient Egyptians. Traditional explanations in terms of religion, tombs for 

pharaohs and their families, belief in immortality, slave labor or paid 

workers, slipways, canals, etc. are rejected by pyramidiots in favour of 

theories claiming that the pyramids were power stations or water pumps. 

Some Pyramidiots claim that the pyramids were built according to some 

sort of mystical numerology to contain coded messages. Some believe 

that the Great Pyramid at Giza is at the center of the world. Some think 

the pyramids are a map of the heavens. Mystical mathematical notions 

• 
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about the pyramids abound, some believe only God could have designed 

such a numerical mystery. Still others have believed that razor blades 

could be kept perpetually sharp by being placed under a pyramid of the 

same proportions as the Great Pyramid at Giza (by focusing cosmic 

energy and realigning crystals in steel!). That almost anything in the 

universe can be found to have interesting mathematical proportions or be 

related to several interesting mathematical formulae is of little interest to 

pyramidiots. 

Figure - 26 - Interior paintings of a tomb note 
the face masks some are wearing 

Some pyramidiots think pyramids have healing power and are foci of 

spiritual energy. That there is no evidence for such beliefs seems to cheer 

rather than dishearten pyramidiots. 

In the illustration at below Figure - 27 the Pyramid is highlighted, and its 

two diagonals are extended beyond the end of the pyramid to the north 

east and north west. The mass of squiggly lines above the pyramids is 

the Delta of the Nile River, and, as the two diagonals encase the Nile 

neatly and entirely. 
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Figure - 27 - Nile Delta (in detail) 

According to some explorers of the Pyramids of Giza a couple of aliens, 

flying high enough over the earth to be able to s e e where the Nile Delta's 

Origin is easily saw what orientation the pyramid would need to be in order 

to have its diagonals lie on those two lines. 

The big dark shape on the upper left of the illustration at Figure - 28 , is the 

great Pyramid. The Pyramid is lined up exactly with the magnetic North 

Pole, a difference of only 16 minutes, or some absurdly small number like 

that (there are 6 0 minutes in one degree). How could the Egyptians 

possibly have built their pyramid facing the exact magnetic North Pole 

without even having a compass? A compass was not invented for a few 

thousand years after the ancient Egyptians were long gone. 
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Figure - 28 - Great Pyramid facing the 
magnetic north pole 

The illustration at Figure - 29 gives a photograph of the Great Pyramid of 

Giza, and its neighbor, as seen from the Sphinx, on the evening of the 

summer solstice. It is seen that the sun is setting in the exact center of 

the two pyramids. 

Figure - 29 - Setting of the sun seen between the pyramids 

For the Egyptians to be able to do this, they must have known the day of 

the summer solstice, and they therefore, must have known the exact 
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length of the year, or 3 6 5 . 2 5 ; once again, a fact not discovered until long 

after the Egyptians were gone. 

The mythology says that the meddling aliens, in all of their infinite wisdom, 

saw the earth upon entering the solar system, and by calculating the size 

of its revolutions around the sun, the velocity it was at which it traveled 

and the angle of its axis of rotation, they were able to easily calculate the 

longest day of the year or the length of the year and then built the 

Pyramids. 

Reference to the illustration at Figure - 30 . This is a photograph taken on 

the day of the winter solstice from the entrance of the Great Pyramid. The 

Big shape silhouetted in the middle of the photograph is the Sphinx. It is 

seen that the sun is tracing around the Sphinx's head. In actuality, the 

sun rises exactly at the left side of the base of the Sphinx's head. Then it 

traces it all the way around until it sets on the right side of the Sphinx's 

head. 

Figure - 30 - Sphinx's head and rising of the sun 
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Had the Egyptians done this, since this occurs only on the day of the 

winter solstice, they would have had to have known the exact length of a 

year. 

The story goes that the aliens who after finding the length of the year, 

found the shortest day of the year, and then built their Sphinx and Pyramid 

accordingly. 

Though this story is not as remarkable, the positioning of the three 

Pyramids of Gizeh are exactly aligned with the position of the three stars 

in the belt of Orion, both in position and in size. I will be discussing the 

Orion Mystery as related to the Great Stupas of Anuradhapura in 'Chapter 

six(6) of this dissertation. 
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Chapter - 4 

4.1 A n c i e n t landscape des igns in Sri Lanka. 

Figure - 31 - The SIGIRIYA Rock 

Sri Lanka is an island located between 6 and 10 degrees north of the 

Equator and to the South of the Indian sub continent. Due to its location, 

the island is exposed to moisture - filled winds from the southwest and the 

northeast (monsoon winds.) Hence the island is dominated by lush green 

foliage throughout the year. The land area cover is about 6 .56 million 

hectares of which 1.8 per cent includes inland water. Sri Lanka is very 

rich in its soil composition and is famous for priceless gems. 
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Ancient landscape designs in Sri Lanka can be broadly classified under 

the following headings 

(i) Landscape in traditional setting 

(ii) Monastic landscapes 

(iii) Secular landscapes 

(1) Landscapes in traditional setting: 

Figure - 31A - Ruins of a Hospital at Mihintale 

Archaeological investigations reveal that the Hunter Gathering man has 

lived in this island 1 4 0 , 0 0 0 years ago and Brahmi inscriptions in the 

excavated pottery date back to the 9 t h century B.C. 

The early people who inhabited the island were agriculture oriented even 

though they hunted animals in the thick jungles for flesh and skin. The 

surrounding sea and the island rivers were abundant with fish. The lush 
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green vegetation offered them edible herbs and fruits. Most of the 

settlements were separated by the river or jungles. 

However, the nature of landscape and the man made structures were 

oriented towards the endemic features of the local climate, texture of the 

soil and cultural aspirations. They had food and water and enjoyed 

leisure. There were varied beliefs in God and Nature which resulted in 

traditional cultures being established and patronised. 

Small settlements of villages had the tanks, either natural or man made as 

the requirement of water for cultivation and for bathing were centred 

around that tank (wewa). Sufficient forest cover was essential for the 

tank to not to get dried up during the dry season as it supplied the source 

of water. Herbs also provided medicine for the village. Villages were 

clean with minimal complications and wants. 

During the Anuradhapura era, Buddhism had great influence on the 

architecture and landscaping of the village.The Buddhistic attitude of 

respecting trees commenced with the planting of the southern branch of 

the most venerated Sri Maha Bodhi of Bodh-Gaya, India, had great 

influence on landscaping with the growth of palisade trees and shrubs. 

Flowering plants were abundant and the flowers were offered to venerate 

the Buddhist temples and other religious centres. Trees were believed to 

house deities and hence people were afraid to molest the green 

environment. 

However, the emergence of townships and urban settlements gradually 

eliminated the abundance of trees and the rulers planned special 
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enclosures a s parks. Some lands were reserved a s forests for water 

resources. To practice the philosophy of Buddhism the sanctuaries were 

demarcated for animals and birds for them to live freely in their own 

environment.However, with the invasion of foreign powers bringing in their 

own concepts of culture, and architecture, the main cities underwent major 

landscape changes . Attitudes and the core values of the people changed 

according to new religions they embraced. Even the philosophy and the 

life styles changed giving different outlooks to the dwelling houses and 

even to the places of worship. 

(II) Monastic landscapes: 

Figure - 32 - Kaludiya Pokuna and Monastic Landscape 

Even prior to the establishment of Buddhism, there were great teachers 

who abandoned luxurious life styles and went in search of true values of 

life. They had secluded lives and spent their time in meditation under 

trees, in lonely places, in the caves of the forests and even in isolated 

funeral grounds. 
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When the rulers were guardians of a certain religion, concessions were 

often granted to that religious sect. One such concession was to offer 

areas of land outside cities, but with the facilities of dwelling and water. 

Their landscaping was according to the philosophy of the religion and in 

them monasteries were built more closer to the inhabited areas with 

vegetation and crops. People could look after the monks in the 

monasteries and offer them alms.Some times, natural sites were 

converted to such monasteries, preserving the beauties of nature and 

giving infinite peace of mind to the monks in meditation. Such monastic 

landscape scattered with places of worship, including stupas and temples 

may be seen at Mahamegha Uyana (Anuradhapura), Kaludiya 

Pokuna(Mihintale) Rajagirilena kanda (Mihintale) , Vessagiriya 

(Anuradhapura) 

(III) Secular Landscape 

Figure - 33 - Secular Landscape 

This type of landscaping was directly related to Royalty. The kings and 

the queens who needed seclusion from the public eye, but still to enjoy the 
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mysteries and beauties of nature were intent on the creation of secular 

gardens with the help of talented architects of their era.The fundamental 

vision of integrating natural environs and man made features like bathing 

ponds or a pleasure garden is aptly demonstrated by the architects and 

hydro engineers of the era. Every aspect regarding the structure, purified 

water, eco-system, endemic plants, fruit bearing trees, protection from the 

wilderness and wild animals and most of all privacy and seclusion along 

with the secret entrances have been thought of. 

The examples for such secular gardens and bathing ponds are the Gold 

Fish Park (Ranmasu Uyana) at Anuradhapura, the Sigiriya rock fortress 

with its water gardens, the Kumara Pokuna and the Dipuyyana of 

Polonnaruwa.(water garden of King Nissanka Malla) 

4.2 Archaeological sites of Sri Lanka with exceptional 
landscape designs 

4.2.1 Sigiriya - the Lion mountain 

In the presentations I have made earlier, the landscape traditions have 

been highlighted. In ancient Sri Lanka, there is no parallel for the unique 

fortified city of Sigiriya built in the 5 t h century A.D. 

Sigiriya rock and the surrounding slopes and plateau is acclaimed as a 

world heritage site, a masterpiece of architecture and landscape design 

expressed around it's huge rock and finely integrated in a total 

composition moats, ponds, pavilions and pleasure gardens. 
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Figure - 34 - 'Sigiriya'- the Lion Mountain 

Sri Lankan architectural tradition is well displayed at Sigiriya, the best 

preserved fortified garden settlement in Asia dating from the first 

millennium, with its combination of buildings and gardens with their trees, 

pathways, water gardens the fusion of asymmetrical and asymmetrical 

elements, use of varying levels and of axial and radial planning. 

The Complex consists of the central rock, rising 2 0 0 meters above the 

surrounding plain, and the two rectangular precincts on the east (90 

hectares) and the west (40 hectares), surrounded by two moats and three 

ramparts. 
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The plan of the complex is based on a precise geometric module. The 

layout extends outwards from cardinally oriented co-ordinates at the 

center of the tank serving the palace complex at the summit. The water 

garden, moats and ramparts are based on an 'echo plan' duplicating the 

layout and design on either side symmetrically. The surviving fabric still 

displays its skeletal layout and its significant features stretching some . 

3km from east to west and 1km from north to south. It displays proudly 

and effectively the grandeur complexity and sophistication of urban 

planning in 5 t h century Sri Lanka. 

•> 

Figure - 35 - Sigiriya - West central axils and 
flanking gardens 

The gateway to the western precinct lies across the inner moat. It had an 

elaborate gate-house made of timber and brick with a tiled roof. The moat 

is perfectly aligned with a mountain peak in the distance to the south. 

Only the southern side of the garden has been excavated, leaving the 

identical northern half for the archaeologist of the future. In the entire 

Sigiri-Bim, over 2 0 0 village tanks and rural sites have been investigated. 



The water gardens of the western precinct are symmetrically planned, 

while the boulder garden at a higher level is asymmetrically planned. The 

water garden displays one of the worlds most sophisticated hydraulic 

technologies, dating from the Early Historic Period.This shows an 

interconnection of macro- and micro-hydraulics to provide for domestic 

horticultural and agricultural needs, surface drainage and erosion control, 

ornamental and recreational water courses and retaining structures and 

also cooling systems. 

The Macro system consisted of the Sigiri Maha weva, the manmade lake 

with a 12 km dam, running south from the base of the rock, a series of 

moats, two on the west and one on the east fed from the lake. At micro 

level are, the water control and the water retaining systems at the summit 

of the rock and at various levels with horizontal and vertical drains cut in to 

the rock and underground conduits made of cylindrical terracotta pipes. 

Figure - 36 - Four part composition of tanks in the 
lower west garden 
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Water Gardens 

The miniature water garden just inside the inner wall of the western 

precinct, consists of water pavilions, pools, cisterns, courtyards, conduits 

and water courses. The pebbled or marbled water-surrounds covered by 

shallow slowly moving water would have served as cooling devices with 

an aesthetic appeal with visual and sound effects, which could be 

visualised by a visitor who could spend a little time. 

The largest water garden has a central island surrounded by water and 

linked to the main precinct by cardinally-oriented causeways. This was 

created 5 centuries before those at Angkor in Cambodia or the Mughal 

gardens in India. The central island would have been occupied by a large 

pavilion. 

The water is in four L-shaped pools, connected by underground water 

conduits at varying depths, to provide different water levels. The pool on 

the south-west, is divided into a large bathing pool, with a corbelled tunnel 

and steps leading down into it. The other pool is smaller with a central 

boulder on which was a brick-built pavilion. 

The fountain garden is a narrow precinct on two levels. The western half 

has two long and deep pools, with shallow serpentine streams draining 

into the pools. These were paved with marble slabs. These streams 

display the fountains, which were made from circular limestone plates with 

symmetrical perforations, which are fed by underground water conduits 

and operate by gravity and pressure. There are two shallow limestone 

cisterns which would have served as storage and pressure chambers for 
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the fountains. These fountains are still active during the rainy season from 

November to January. 

Figure - 37 - L shaped pools of the water garden 

On either side of the fountains are four large moated islands , oriented 

north-south, cutting across the central axis of the water garden. This too 
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shows the symmetr ical repetition. The f lattened surfaces of the islands 

were meant for the Summer Palaces or 'water pavil ions'. Access to the 

pavil ions were across bridges cut into the surface rock. 

The Octagonal pond is at a point where the water garden and the boulder 

garden meet, a still higher level f rom the rest of the water garden. It is at 

the base of a towering boulder. There is a raised podium and a drip ledge, 

which would have formed the bathing pavilion and a cascade shower . 

The pond is surrounded by a wide terrace also octagonal . 

The boulder garden at a higher level f rom the symmetr ical water garden is 

a totally different organic or asymmetrical concept, with winding pathways, 

natural boulders. Almost every rock and boulder in this garden must have 

had a building of brick and timber. It also has the Cistern Rock which has 

a large cistern made of huge slabs of granite. There is also the Audience 

Hall rock, with a 5 metre long throne carved out of the rock and the base 

of once stepped open air theatre focussing on a raised stage for dancing 

and musical performances. 

Figure - 38 - The Throne platform in the 
south - west boulder garden 
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The entrance to the inner citadel (15 hectares) is made of a massive brick 

and stone wall, which forms a dramatic backdrop to the water garden and 

to the rock and the palace on the summit towards the east of it. The wall 

runs from the Octagonal pond to the bastion on the south-east, which is 

formed of wide brick walls linking a series of boulders surrounding a cave 

pavilion with a rock-cut throne. 

Terrace Garden 

Figure - 39 - Rock top palace and terraced gardens viewed 
from the south - east 

The Terrace Garden at the base of the rock is built up from the natural 

rock with rubble retaining walls, each terrace rising above the other. 

Figure - 40 - Rock Pool on summit 
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The Pa lace garden on the summit with its terraces and rock cut pools, 

probably gave privacy and shelter to the royal apartments. 

4.2.2. Monastic landscape - Kaludiya Pokuna - Mihintale - Ancient 

feats in granite 

Figure - 41 - Kaludiya Pokuna - Mihintale 

Thirteen kilometers from Anuradhapura is Mihintale, site of introduction of 

Buddhism to Sri Lanka in the year 47 B.C. The King of Sri Lanka having 

embraced Buddhism established the world's first fauna and flora 

sanctuary in the 3 r d Century B.C. 

Mihintale Rock - immortalised by the formal arrival of Buddhist 

ambassadors to the country is more than a place of religious worship. The 

attractive rock outcrop, standing tall in the flat, dry expanse of agricultural 

dry zone, is a treasure trove of archaeological wealth. Kaludiya Pokuna is 

one of the largest of Mihintale ponds, with a monastic landscape. This 
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beautifully built pond is a telling signature of the developed irrigation 

engineering of our fore fathers. 

Figure - 42 - Mihintale - Highest stair case 

Surrounded by thick jungle and archaeological remains of a monastic 

complex, Kaludiya pokuna makes a very interesting visit. H .C .P. Bell, Sri 

Lanka's first Archaeological Commissioner who first excavated the pond 

had this to say. "The first peep of this delightful glen a s it suddenly bursts 

on the charmed gaze, is entrancing in its quiet picturesqueness. 
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A more perfect sanctuary for the sons of Buddha could not be found 

anywhere throughout the length and breadth of Ceylon. Lying in the valley 

between At-vehera kanda towering to north-east and the detached kutti 

kanda, this dell nestles happily in unmarred loveliness of its own." 

After Archaeological Commissioner Dr. Senerat Paranavithane makes this 

interesting reference in a 1947 report: "The broad embankment which 

impounds the water in that entrancing tarn, all but natural, known as the 

Kaludiya Pokuna was marked at its northern and southern boundary ends 

by two gateways, the ruins of which appeared a s shapeless mounds until 

a few months ago." 

Figure - 43 - Kaludiya Pokuna: Ancient feats in granite 

The boundaries of the pokuna are constructed with granite, but the 

southern end, 6 6 feet, in length is formed by a natural outcropping of 

rock. After the Navy dredged the bottom and removed the mud from the 

tank, it is now used for bathing by the local villagers around. 
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CHAPTER-5 

T h e Ancient C i t y o f 
Anuradhapura 



Chapter 5 

Figure - 44 - Tissa wewa 

5.1 FABULOUS ANCIENT CITY OF ANURADHAPURA 

2 0 5 km north of Colombo is Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka's first capital 

founded about the 4 t h century BC. According to the Mahavansa, the 

Sinhala Buddhist chronicle, the city was a model of careful planning. 

Precincts were set aside for huntsmen and scavengers and even heretics 

and foreigners. There were hostels and hospitals, separate cemeteries for 

high and low castes . A water supply was assured by the construction of 

reservoirs. 

Anuradhapura or 'the city of Anura', is the earliest capital of Sri Lanka and 

was home to the royal court from 4 3 7 BC to 1017 AD. However it is not 

only a city, but one of the great centers of Buddhism in South Asia visited 
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by thousands of pilgrims and tourists each year. The site consists of a 

central ten metre high mound covered in jungle, marking the old urban 

core, surrounded by over thirty square kilometers of Buddhist monasteries 

and huge reservoirs. Amongst the most spectacular of the Buddhist 

monuments are four great stupas, solid domes of earth and brick built over 

a Buddhist relic, which reach heights of over eighty metres and dominate 

the landscape of paddy fields and coconut trees. 

Anuradhapura was to continue for six hundred years a s the national 

capital. But internecine struggles for the royal succession grew, and it 

became more and more vulnerable to the pressures of South Indian 

political expansion. The city was finally abandoned and the capital 

withdrawn to more secluded areas . But the monuments of Anuradhapura's 

heyday survive, surrounded by the solemn umbrage of trees, scions of an 

ancient parkland. 

I 

Figure - 45 - Anuradhapura Ruins 
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Brief Description 

This sacred city was established around a cutting from the "Tree of 

enlightenment", Sri Maha Bodhi Tree, brought there in the 3 r d century B.C. 

by Ven. Sanghamitta Therini , the founder of an order of Buddhist nuns. 

Anuradhapura, a Ceylonese political and religious capital that flourished 

for 1,300 years, was abandoned after an invasion in the year 993. 

Hidden away in thick jungle for a long time, the splendid site, with its 

palaces, monasteries and monuments, is once again accessible. 

World Heritage Site 

Figure 46 - The view from opposite of the Tissa wewa 
(Stupa in the picture is Mihintale) 

Anuradhapura has been classed a s a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

The following is an extract from a research project by the Bradford 

University in England. 



Bradford University's Department of Archaeological Sciences has found 

itself linked with a number of ongoing and new collaborative research 

projects in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. One of these projects, 

implemented in Sri Lanka, has been working at the ancient city of 

Anuradhapura, which is one of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites. In the 

summer of 1994, four members of Bradford University, Dr.Robin 

Coningham, Mr.Rob Janaway, Steven Cheshire and Bary Dooney, spent 

six weeks working at the site with members for the Government 

Department of Archaeology and the University of Peradeniya in Sri Lanka. 

New evidence 

Research work was based on the question of how and when the first 

recognizable urban form emerged in Sri Lanka. According to most 

scholars, Anuradhapura was supposed to have been founded in c.250 BC 

as a direct result of contact with north Indian cities, which themselves had 

emerged some two hundred years earlier along the Ganges. The results 

of the research project's collaborative work have, however, overturned 

this belief and show evidence of the presence of an urban form at the site 

as early as c.400 BC. This suggests that the mechanisms which were 

responsible for the emergence of cities in north India were presumably a 

subcontinental wide phenomena. Indeed antecedents for the first city at 

Anuradhapura can now be identified in its archaeological sequence which 

stretch as far back as the Iron Age. 

Another task of the above-mentioned research project was to help the 

Government Department of Archaeology of Sri Lanka to define the full 
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extent of the ancient city so that it could be adequately protected and 

managed. This was because there is a major threat to the site from an 

encroachment of the site by modern settlements and farming land. The 

group due to restraints to time and resources limited their research to an 

archaeological geophysical survey. Through a combination of old land 

maps and surviving topography, areas were identified in the surrounding 

paddy fields where shallow linear depressions suggested the presence of 

a silted moat. Areas of jungle were cleared at the edges of the mound 

and set up grids which stretched down into the paddy fields and a 

resistivity meter used to survey areas on the east, south and north of the 

mound. This survey identified substantial anomalies which were then 

tested with a hand auger. The auger confirmed that a silted rock-cut moat 

some five (5) meters deep and 40 meters wide surrounding the city had 

been successfully identified. This work has enabled this UNESCO World 

Heritage site to be more fully identified protected and curated. 

Royal medium 

Another important area of Bradford University's research program at 

Anuradhapura has been in connection with the early development of 

writing in South Asia. For over a hundred and fifty years scholars have 

believed that the first script was developed c.250 BC in the north of the 

subcontinent as a result of interaction with the Persian empire. The 

emergent script was supposed first used as a royal medium and then 

became widely available for other uses such as helping merchants keep 

accounts. Following this initial development in the north it was assumed 

that the use of this script slowly spread south until it reached Sri Lanka 

one hundred years later. However, the group's work at Anuradhapura has 
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overturned this theory by yielding evidence that the earliest script, known 

a s Brahmi, was present in Sri Lanka from a s early a s c . 4 5 0 BC. Moreover, 

there was evidence of a developmental sequence which saw the script 

alter in form from large irregular and rather crude characters to small, well 

formed ones. The earlier dating of this sequence suggests the very 

development and adoption of the script itself. All the early inscriptions 

were found inscribed on ceramic vessels and consist of personal names in 

the dative c a s e s - signifying ownership. 

It is also suggested that the initial adoption of a script was connected with 

a demand for means of ownership to facilitate long distance trade and 

exchange and was only later adopted a s a royal medium. 

Places of Archaeological interest at Anuradhapura 

Figure 47 - Maha Megha Vane 

For presenting the hypothesis of my dissertation, that there was an alien 

influence on the landscape design of Anuradhapura, it is essential that 

important archaeological sites are listed and briefed. It is very interesting 
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to note how these sites are placed within the precincts of the expansive 

Maha-Mega Vana. (Mahamevuna Uyana) 

Dagoba 

» 

Figure 48 - Dagoba (Ruwanwali Dagoba from 

Basavakkulama Tank) 

A dagoba is a dome enshrining sacred relics of the Buddha, or articles 

and other objects of veneration. It is built in different sizes on a pedestal 

with a spire on top crowned with a pinnacle. The earliest dagobas had a 

stone umbrella on top of the dome in place of the spire. The largest 

dagobas in the Island are to be seen at Anuradhapura. 
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The Thuparama, Anuradhapura 

The Thuparama, Anuradhapura. (Before restoration in 1862) 

Figure 49 - The Thuparama, Anuradhapura 

The Thuparama was the first dagoba to be built in Anuradhapura during 

the reign of King Devanmpiyatissa ( 3 r d Century BC) enshrining the right 

collarbone of Lord Buddha, his alms bowl and other relics. The original 

dagoba, which was much smaller in size, was renovated and rebuilt 

several times and the last restoration was in 1 8 6 2 in its present form. The 
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concentric rows of stone columns around the dagoba at one time held a 

wooden roof in position over it for protection. 

The Ruvanveli Dagoba, Anuradhapura 

Figure - 50 - Ruvanveli Dagoba - Anuradhapura 

The Ruvanveli Dagoba built by King Dutugamunu who ruled the country in 

the 2 n d century BC is a huge dagoba measuring 103 meters in height with 

a circumference of 2 8 7 meters. The dagoba was in a state of disrepair 



when discovered in the early 20 century and was restored in its present 

form according to earlier dimensions. 

Jetavana Dagoba 

(Before restoration) 

Figure - 51 - Jetavana Dagoba 

The Jetavana dagoba is an enormous brick structure standing in the 

center of a large monastic complex, built in the 3 r d century AD by king 
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Mahasena. The dagoba stands on a square platform measuring 3.2 

hectares in extent and is rated a s the largest and tallest brick built 

monument in the world. In its original form it would have been 120 metres 

high, shorter than only two Pyramids of Egypt. It has been declared a 

World Heritage Site. The super structure of the dagoba is currently being 

restored under the UNESCO Cultural Project. 

Abhayagiri Dagoba 

(Before restoration) 

Figure - 52 - Abhayagiri Dagoba 

78 



4 

This colossal dagoba is the centerpiece of a monastic complex founded by 

King Valagamba in the 1st century BC that subsequently developed into an 

international institution attracting scholars from many countries. The 

Chinese monk Fa-hien c a m e here in the 5 t h century in search of Buddhist 

manuscripts and spent two years. In its original form the dagoba was 115 

metres high but now it is only 7 5 metres high with a circumference of 667 

metres. It was at the Abhayagiri complex that the sacred Tooth Relic of 

the Buddha brought to Sri Lanka was first housed. 

Sri Maha Bodhi 

Figure - 53 - Sri Maha Bodhi, Anuradhapura 

The right branch of the Bodhi tree (Ficus religiosa) in Buddha Gaya in 

India under which the Buddha attained Enlightenment was brought to Sri 

Lanka in the 3 r d century BC by Arahat Theri Sanghamitta, the Daughter of 

Emperor Asoka. It was planted in Anuradhapura and is venerated to this 

day by the Buddhists from many countries of the world. This is one of the 

oldest recorded trees in the world of which the exact age is still not 

proven. 
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The Brazen Palace - Anuradhapura 

• 

Figure - 54 - Brazen Castle, Anuradhapura 

The Lohamaha Pasada or the Brazen Palace was founded in the 2 

century BC a s a chapter house. In its original form it was nine stories high 

with a roof of copper tiles, hence the name Brazen Palace . The original 

building was destroyed by fire and was rebuilt and renovated several 



times by different kings. What now remains is a m a s s of 1 ,600 stone 

pillars standing close to each other. 

This picturesque rock temple dates back to the 3 century BC. The 

beautiful stone sculptures seen at the temple are considered the most 
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beautiful works of art in Anuradhapura. The Isurumuniya Lovers, bathing 

elephants in bas-relief and man seated in relaxed form are yet unidentified 

but beautiful to look at. A small dagoba on top of the rock and a pond at 

the base add beauty to the place. 

Samadhi Buddha 

Samadhi' means " in deep meditation". This serene image of the Buddha 

in the meditation posture is the work of an anonymous master sculptor of 

the Anuradhapura period who has breathed life into the solid rock. The 

former Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal 'Nehru was so enthralled by this 

image that he is said to have kept a photograph of the statue in his prison 

cell from which he drew inspiration while serving a prison sentence during 

the British rule in India. 

Figure - 56 - Samadhi Buddha Statue, Anuradhapura 
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Awkana 

Figure - 57 - Awkana Statue, Anuradhapura 

The huge granite statue of the Buddha at Awkana, 51 km. southeast of 

Anuradhapura, hewn out of solid rock in the standing posture on a lotus 

pedestal is the work of an unknown sculptor during the reign of King 

Dhatusena in the 5 t h century AD. It stands 12 metres tall and remains 

undamaged except for plastering that would have covered the statue. The 

flawless unbroken pleats of the robe, the perfectly erect posture and the 
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indentation at the waist bear testimony to the skills of the sculptor who 

executed this masterpiece of rock carving. 

Other landscape features at Anuradhapura 

Archeological remains of Anuradhapura spanning over ten centuries are 

too vast to be listed in full. Following are a few archaeological finds in this 

ancient city that are of particular. 

Kuttam Pokuna 

Figure - 58 - Kuttam Pokuna, Anuradhapura 

Kuttam Pokuna or the Twin Ponds are two breathtakingly beautiful bathing 

ponds aligned lengthwise exemplifying the artistic achievements in the 

field of hydraulic engineering in ancient Sri Lanka. These date back to 

around 8 - 1 0 t h centuries AD. 
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Elephant Pond 

F i g u r e - 59 - E l e p h a n t P o n d , A n u r a d h a p u r a 

The Elephant Pond so named because of its gigantic size is equal in area 

to six modern Olympic swimming pools joined together. The pond may 

have been built to store water for the large congregation of Buddhist 

monks at the monastic complex of Abhayagiri. 

Vessagiri 

F igure - 60 - T h e L a n d s c a p e a r o u n d 
W e s s a g i r i , A n u r a d h a p u r a 
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Remains of Vessagiri monastery founded during the rein of King 

Devanampiyatissa ( 3 r d century BC) are seen near the Isurumuni temple. It 

is an interesting example of landscaped architecture with natural caves 

converted into residential quarters for Buddhist monks. 

Guard Stone 

Guardian or Guard stones in Sri Lanka are vertical stones slabs with the 

figure of a celestial being carved in semi relief erected at the entrance to 

religious buildings. The best example of a Guard Stone is seen at the 

Abhayagiri complex. 

Moon Stone 

Moonstones are half-moon shaped stone threshold slabs with beautiful 

stone carvings of animals and creepers in semi-circular rows placed at the 

bottom of the flight of steps leading to an image house. It is seen at its 

best once again at the Abhayagiri Complex. 

Figure - 61 Guard Stone, 
Anuradhapura 

86 



Figure - 62 - Moon Stone, Anuradhapura 

Tissa Wewa 

Figure - 63 - Tissa Wewa, Anuradhapura 

A large man-made irrigation tank built in the 3 century BC by King 

Devanampiyatissa covering an area of 2 1 0 hectares and fed from another 

giant tank at Kalawewa 90 Km. away via a channel. 
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5.2 The Stupa in Sri Lanka 

Figure - 64 - The Super Structural of 
the Abhayagiri Dagaba (The Stupa in 
Ceylon by Dr. S. Paranavithana) 

The main purpose of my research is to study the stupa in ancient Sri 

Lanka in the light of the historical and scientific background described in 

the previous chapters, it is necessary to go into the origin and evolution of 

stupa in the island specially in Anuradhapura. 

The Late Dr.Senarath . Paranavitana the most distinguished archaeologist 

in Sri Lanka has made a comprehensive study of this subject as far back 

as 1939. In his book "The Stupa in Ceylon" published in 1947 

Dr.Paranavithana has pointed out that the Stupa or dagaba is an 



indispensable feature of almost every Buddhists monastery in Sri Lanka 

as well as in other Buddhist countries of south Asia, namely, Burma, 

Thailand and Cambodia. All stupas are supposed to enshrine a particle of 

the corporeal remains of Lord Buddha or an Arahat. 

According to the history of Sri Lanka, King Devanampiya Tissa. was the 

first king to build a stupa on the island, which according to tradition 

enshrined a collarbone of the Buddha . The stupa, known subsequently as 

the Thuparama is of great sanctity in the estimation of the Buddhists of Sri 

Lanka and is still one of the principal places of pilgrimage at 

Anuradhapura. It has undergone repairs on many occasions in the course 

of its history of over two thousand years, and is, therefore, not preserved 

to-day in the form which it had in the third century B.C.In the reign of 

Uttiya (circa 207-197 B.C) who was the younger brother and successor of 

Devanampiya Tissa, the apostle Mahinda died and the ashes of the saint 

were entombed in a number of stupas. One of these, built near the 

summit of the sacred hill of Mihintale (eight miles to the east of 

Anuradhapura) was where, according to tradition, the first meeting of the 

apostle and the King took place, and is still an object of devotion to 

millions of Buddhists in the Island. This stupa known as the Ambasthala, 

has many architectural features in common with Thuparama and, like the 

latter, has been subject to repeated restoration. 

In comparison with some of the later stupas of Sri Lanka, the Thuparama 

and the Ambasthala are of modest dimensions, the diameter of the former 

being 59 feet, and that of the latter only 29 feet. 
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Figure - 65 - Ambasthala Stupa, Mihintale, 
Anuradhapura 

King Duttagamini (Dutugemunu) the sole monarch of the Island about 101 

BC built two stupas at Anuradhapura which by their immense size surpass 

all such monuments previously built in the Island. The earlier and the 

smaller of these is the Maricavatti (Mirisavati Dagaba) which is said to 

have been built over the king's scepter containing relics. The height of 

this stupa in olden times is given as 80 cubits ( 200 ft.) and the diameter of 

the monument, at its base, is now 168 ft. Gajabahu I is said to have 

enlarged this stupa, and it has, like many other stupas in Sri Lanka, been 

repeatedly altered in design. The superstructure has disappeared; but the 

body of the monument which is tolerably well preserved is of great 

importance for the study of architecture of the Sri Lanka Stupas. 
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Figure - 66 - Mirisawatiya Dagaba, Anuradhapura 

The greatest work of Duttagamini, was, however, the Mahathupa, now 

generally referred to a s Ruvanvali Dagaba (corresponding to Pali name 

Ratanamali). This stupa is believed, by the pious Buddhists in Sri Lanka, 

to contain the relics which were originally deposited in the Stupa at 

R a m a g a m a and the legends connected with it are given in a Pali book 

named Thupavamsa. Duttagamini started the work on a very ambitious 

scale, the original height of the shrine being 120 cubits (300 f t ) . The 

diameter of the present monument at its base is 2 9 8 ft. 

There is archaeological evidence to prove that this stupa, when originally 

built, was substantially of the same proportions a s it is today, and that later 

restorations have not increased its original dimensions. 
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s 
Figure - 67 - Ground plan of Maha stupa and its precincts 

(The Stupa in Ceylon by Dr. S. Paranavithana) 

The monument was appropriately called the Mahathupa (the Great Stupa), 

for, when it was built, there was no other shrine of its class rivaling it in 

size, not only in the Island of Sri Lanka but in the whole of the Buddhist 
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world. Two of the later stupas of Anuradhapura surpass it in size; but 

owing to the romantic interest attached to the name of its founder and 

various other reasons, the Mahathupa has been able to retain the first 

place among the stupas of the Island in the estimation of the Sinhala 

Buddhists. The legends related to the construction of the Maha Stupa will 

be discussed in detail in a separate chapter. 

According to Dr.Paranavithana, the period of the reign of king Vattagamini 

Abhaya (circa 44-17 B.C) is a memorable one for the development of 

stupa building in Ceylon. Shortly after coming to the throne, he lost his 

kingdom to some invaders from South India; and, while he was flying 

before his victorious enemies, he was insulted by a Jain ascetic with the 

name "Giri"who lived in a monastery near the north gate of the city. After 

about fifteen years spent in exile, Vattagamani succeeded in regaining his 

throne and, remembering the slight made to him by the Jaina ascetic, he 

demolished the latter's hermitage and founded a Buddhist Vihara to which 

was given the name 'Abhayagiri'. The center of this foundation which, in 

later times, was inclined towards heterodox doctrines, was, as usual, a 

great Stupa. The stupa of the Abhayagiri-vihara, now erroneously called 

the Jetavana, when it was first built was not of the same gigantic 

proportions which it assumed in later times, for the historical records state 

that it was enlarged on two subsequent occasions. After later 

enlargements, the stupa reached a height of 140 cubits (350 ft) and has 

today a diameter of 355 feet at the base, standing in the ruined state at a 

height of 245 ft. The Abhayagiri was thus greater in magnitude than the 

Mahathupa, the central shrine of the Mahavihara. For orthodox Buddhists, 

it has no sanctity commensurate with its great mass. No mention is made 

of any particular relic enshrined in this stupa. 
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The last great builder of stupas during the early period of Ceylon history 

was Mahasena (circa 362-389), whose reign marks an epoch in the 

history of Ceylon Buddhism. He started, and completed, the building of 

the Jetavana the largest stupa in the Island and one of the largest in the 

Buddhist world. This stupa which, like the Mahathupa and the Abhayagiri, 

was the center of one of the three rival monastic establishments of ancient 

Anuradhapura has, in recent times, changed names with it slightly smaller 

fellow, the Abhayagiri, which I have already mentioned. The Jetavana 

Dagaba was, according to chronicles, 160 cubits (400 ft.) in height. It has 

at present a diameter of 370 ft. as its base and its broken spire stand 

231ft. above the surrounding country. The whole of this stupendous fabric 

was built of solid brick masonry and its enclosing walls and other adjuncts 

are in proportion. In addition to this great pile of brickwork, Mahasena 

also constructed one of the most extensive of the ancient irrigation 

reservoirs of Ceylon, the Minneri-wewa, covering when full, 4,560 acres of 

ground with its volume of water, and provided with an embankment of 

earthwork 40 to 50ft. in height and about 1 Vz miles in length. 

"Considering the vast dimensions of these two works, each peerless in its 

own class, besides the lesser works of this great ruler, Mahasena can 

justly claim a place by the side of the Egyptian Pharaohs who raised the 

pyramids, and other great builders of antiquity." ( the stupa in Ceylon -

S.Paranavithana) 

According to Dr.Paranavithana there is very little information to be 

gathered from the chronicles about the architectural features of the 

earliest stupa in Sri Lanka , The Thuparama. The Buddhist Chronicle, the 

Thupavamsa, however, mentions that it was like a heap of paddy in shape 
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and hence must have had a conical dome. The heap-of-paddy-shape 

(dhanyagara) is one of the six-types of stupas recognized by the old 

craftsmen of Ceylon and some examples of shrines of this type, dating 

from a much later period, have actually been found in the Island. It is also 

interesting to note that Phrygian tombs, which seem to be related to Indian 

stupas, are conical in shape. The Thuparama, however, is not conical in 

its present form; but this monument has undergone repairs and alterations 

at various dates. 

s d a l C Of 10 o 
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Figure 68 - Ground plan of Thuparama 
(The Stupa in Ceylon by Dr. S. Paranavithana) 
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Figure 69 - Thuparama Dagaba - Details of pillars 

There are a number of very important and distinctive features in the 

construction of stupas in Sri Lanka.The terraces of the Dagaba may have 

been used for the offerings to the stupa. The offerings were mainly 

flowers and scented material. The terraces were originally built of bricks 

and in the course of the history may have been replaced with white 

limestone, some with ornamental designs. 

The Party of ti Siiifw 

Figure 70 - Parts of a stupa 
(The Stupa in Ceylon by Dr. S. Paranavithana) 
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In the Mahathupa or the Ruwanveli Seya, the lowest terrace is bordered 

into a moulded kerb of limestone with a distance of 35 ft from on the 

ground level.Prior to the construction of the dome, the relic chamber was 

constructed at the center of the uppermost terrace. The Mahawansa 

chronicle describes how the relic chamber was constructed. It says that 

"six immense slabs of stones of a particular quality, eighty cubits (1 Cubit-

30 inches ) in length and breadth and eight cubits thick were miraculously 

brought from "Uttarakuru" by the saints. One slab was laid on the flower 

terrace in the middle and four others on the four sides in the fashion of a 

chest, the thera of wondrous might placed the sixth, to serve as a lid, 

making the relic chamber invisible." 

None of the "stupas in Sri Lanka has been examined by an archaeologist 

with a view to ascertain the position of the relic chamber. In some ancient 

stupas, treasure seekers seem to have forestalled the archaeologists and 

have vandalised the sites leaving complicated signs to make it difficult to 

locate the ancient structures. 

The huge dome surrounding the relic chamber was constructed mainly, 

but not solely of bricks. It contains a lot of earth as may be seen by debris 

fallen from the stupas. Some have two or three concentric walls around 

the relic chamber. The inner chamber is subdivided in to sections by walls 

at right angles to one another. The domes were constructed in various 

shapes: Bell shape, pot shape, bubble-shape, (Heap of ) Paddy shape 

and lotus shape. The bell shape is the commonest in Sri Lanka. 

The domes as well as the terrace and the superstructures of the stupas of 

ancient Sri Lanka were given a coating of three plasters. 
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F I G S . 74-79. T h e R u w a n w a e H D a g a b a . 

Figure 71 - Ruwanwali Dagaba - Plan abnd elevation 
of south Vahalkada (The Stupa in Ceylon by Dr. S. Paranavithana) 

The square structure above the dome is known as "Hataras Kotuwa" (four 

cornered pile) in Sinhala. In the field of architecture, the square structure 

is referred to as "tee'. In India this is termed as 'Harmika" (small pavilion). 

The cylindrical portion above this is the Devata-Kotuwa (enclosure of the 

Gods). The stone shaft, the base of which is built in to the structure of the 

98 



dome, extended upwards and is known as the "spire". This was guarded 

on top in the earlier times by a chattra (as umbrella type) made of stone. 

In some ancient stupas over the Buddhist world, the stone-shaft was 

octagonal and its height was proportionate to the height of the dome. 

Some refer to this pillar as 'Indra-khila' (pillar that stands erect without any 

wavering) 

The chattra (umbrella) of the stupas in Sri Lanka were made of wood or 

stone. They were mostly gilded and adorned with valuable gems. They 

were made in tiers which gave rise to the term 'Chattra - valli' a series of 

umbrellas. The precious gem at the top tapering end was referred to as 

'Chuda-Manikyaya'. 

^Mtk^'^^r'^ ''mat 

Figure 71A - Ruwanwali Dagaba - 'Chuda-Manikyaya' 

In Sinhala, the chattravalli is known as "Karanduwa' (reliquary) or 'Koth-

Karalla'.The cylindrical portion above the tee, known a s 'Devata-kotuwa' is 

prominent in stupas in Sri Lanka. There are figures of Gods (Devas) on 

this part seemingly supporting the spine or the pinnacle. 
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A View of Great Stupas From Nuwara Weva tank Bunt 

A View of Mihinthale From Nuwara Weva tank f3unt 

According to the recorded h i s t o r y of 20,000 yeara, many arr iva l s from 
s p a c e had been m a d e t o Mihinthale t h e h ighes t ground point of t h e a n c i e n t c i t y of A n u r a d h a p u r a 
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F i g u r e 71B - R u w a n w a l i Dagaba a n d i ts s u r r o u n d i n g s 

5.3 Landscaping of the Ancient city of Anuradhapura 

It is very relevant that the landscaping and topography of ancient city of 

Anuradhapura be examined with the construction of stupas and the areas 

surrounding it. The sanctuaries, parks and the huge man-made tank to 

preserve water pays a great tribute to the knowledge ancient kings, 

irrigation engineers sculptors and architects of those eras . 

A low flat topped ridge runs north and south on the western side of the 

Kadamba river, which is now known as Malwathu Oya paralled to it and 

nearly a mile distant from it. Malwathu Oya or the flower garden river may 

have derived its name because it ran along one side of the Mahamegha 

flower garden.The fortified park of the town was built along the top of this 

bridge with at least one gate on each side facing the cardinal points (Ref. 

Fig 72A) 
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The citadel of Anuradhapura: locations of sondages. 

Figure 72 - Site plan of Anuradhapura - Courtesy, Musaeum, 
Anuradhapura 

The main gate of the southern end of the city led into two garden (parks) 

of the king, and are known as Nandana and Mahamegha Gardens. From 

101 



the eastern gate, a road extended eastwards to Mihintale Hill, eight miles 

away; crossing the Kadamba river by a bridge. 

Figure 72A - Mahamega Wana 

The Nandana Garden also known as Jothivana was a narrow enclosure, a 

pleasing forest, cool under the shade of trees and with soft green turf. It 

was immediately outside the southern gate of the city and to the south of it 

and extending to the bank of the river, was the Mahamegha Garden. A 

larger tract of ground planted with f lowering bushes and fruit trees which 

was enclosed by the father of King Devanam - piya - Tissa, in the first 

half of 3 r d century B.C. These two gardens Nandana and Jothivane were 
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offered to the first Buddhist monks of the order of Arahat Mahinda who 

came from India with the Buddhist philosophy during the reign of King 

Devanam-piya-Tissa. The Maha-vihara (the Great Monasteries), the 

Tissarama and Thuparama monasteries were established in these 

gardens. 

The first stupa of Anuradhapura Thuparama Vihara and Dagaba was 

constructed in the Nandana garden. The Sri-Maha-Bodhi tree, a branch of 

the Sri Maha Bodhi at Bodh-Gaya, India under which Lord Buddha 

attained Buddhahood was planted in the Maha Megha Garden. Maha 

stupa, or Ruwanweli dagaba was also erected in Mahamegha Garden in 

the second century B.C. To the west of the Mahamegha Garden was the 

Abhaya tank, now known as Basavakkulum. This garden was bounded on 

the north by Nandana Garden and on the south by low grounds with 

paddy cultivation. 

U a < a w a k - k n l a m . 

F i g u r e - 73 - B a s a w a k k u l a m a Tank , A n u r a d h a p u r a in 1873 

These gardens were separated from the city by the ditch of the 

fortifications. According to the Pali Thupawansa King Devanam - Piya -

Tissa, had made elaborate arrangements to receive the sapling of the 
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Great Bo-tree through the northern gate in Anuradhapura and take it 

through the middle of the city and out by the southern gate of the city to 

the blessed spot in Mahamegha Garden. 

By the fourth century B.C. the Sinhalese people had already become 

acquainted with the art of making reservoirs. It is possible that the art of 

reservoir construction owed its origin to the early peoples of Euphrates 

valley, and that it spread westwards and south eastwards from there the 

center, reaching the Dravidian Districts of India, possibly before Aryan 

migrations and thus to Sri Lanka. 

The stupas and the reservoirs provided the basis for the landscape of 

ancient Anuradhapura. The embankments were built with special 

apertures or sluice gates of stone for waterways to the farming fields 

mainly of paddy. The town itself was secured with the moat running 

around and only with four gates manned by royal soldiers. 

The palaces and the missions or abodes of Royals and the Ministers were 

situated within the city while the common people associated with farming 

had their dwellings outside the city. After a lapse of more than two 

thousand years, the ground occupied by the early homes is covered by an 

accumulation of soil. 
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T h e J g t a v a n a D a g a b a . 1 8 8 6 . 

Figure - 73A - Landscape surrounding Jethavana 
Stupa,Anuradhapura in 1886 

T h e T h u p a r a m a D a g a b a , 1873. 

Figure - 73B - Landscape surrounding Thuparama 
Dagoba, Anuradhapura in 1873 

-4 
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Figure - 73C, 73D - Landscape surrounding Tissawewa, 
Anuradhapura in 1873 

4 

Figure - 73E - Landscape surrounding Ruwanwaeli, 
Anuradhapura in 1873 
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L a n d s c a p e s 



CHAPTER - 6 

Figure 74 - Cydonia - City of Angels in MARS 

6.1 Pyramids on Mars 

In Chapter - 3, I have discussed in detail the Pyramids in Gizeh, Egypt. I 

was intrigued by some early literature, as far back as 1976, where an 

indication was made of the presence of some structures resembling' 

pyramids in Egypt on Mars. Even though most of such findings are not 

accepted today, it is of importance to mention such similar structures 

which were supported at that time by NASA through the findings of Viking 

space explorers . In another decade it could be that more positive 

information is conveyed by the Mars probe for existence of pyramid like 

structures on Mars which will be a support to my hypothesis on alien 

influence on earth. 
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Figure 74A- Pictures from Viking Explorer 

6.2 Findings of a Viking Explorer 

In 1 9 7 6 a viking explorer sent back many extraordinary photographs of 

Mars which NASA has in its possession. 

The unmanned NASA robot - Viking 1 - looked down on Mars from a high 

orbit. In a northern Martian desert called "Cydonia" it photographed a 

remarkable collection of astonishingly artificial looking objects including, a 

mile-long "humanoid face" aligned with an equally out of place, highly 

geometric grouping of massive "Martian pyramids!" 

aligned 
structures? 

Figure - 75 - Aligned structure 
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Thus began a generation-long, intense political and scientific controversy. 

Long-standing, vehement government denials (NASA) that viking has 

spotted "anything unusual" was confronted and opposed by an equally 

vigorous series of independent scientific studies attesting to the 

extraordinary scientific nature of "the face", a s the centerpiece of a long-

vanshed , "Martian" extraterrestrial civilization. 

Richard Hoagland analysis of (ydonia region imaged by NASA 
•••.enterprisemission.org 

loagland analysis of pyramid. 
••• .enterprisemission .org 

Figure 77 - Hoagland ana lys is of pyramids 
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The Head of one of those independent Cydonia research efforts for almost 

twenty years, former NASA consultant and Angstrom Medal of Science 

Award Winner, Richard C.Hoagland, has authored an extensive history of 

this generation long scientific controversy. In "The Monuments of 

Mars"(North Atlantic, Berkeley, 4 t h Edition, 1996)Hoagland detailed both 

the painstaking scientific research conducted by himself and a score of 

other scientists on the strange features discovered at Cydonia a s well as 

official NASA effort to categorically deny any of his science. 

Figure 78 - An artist's rendering of the 'face' on MARS 

Figure 79 - An artist's rendering of the Cydonia on MARS 
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He believes that the Pyramid looking structures form a city left by an 

ancient now extinct civilization that once flourished on Mars. These ruins 

appear to have potential connections to ruins here on Earth, namely the 

Pyramids of Gizeh and Stonehenge in England.However, " The Face" on 

the Mars is said to be a deteriorating rock surface on mars and nothing 

similar to the "Sphinx" of Egypt. 

Figure 80 - Comparison of Sphinx with the 'face' on MARS 

Figure 81 - Deteriorating 'face' Cydonia City on MARS Image by NASA 

Now, over a generation after it was initially discovered and then 

repeatedly, deliberately denied, a 120 million dollar feature film from 
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Touchstone Pictures (Disney Corporation Titled "Mission to Mars: Let 

There Be Life" which confronts (and with NASA 's backing,) the 

overwhelming controversies of "the Face" including, the true origins of 

Humanity itself was released on March 1 0 . 2 0 0 0 . The ultimate meaning 

and a key reason for Hoagland's 17 year old controversy and odyssey 

behind " the monuments of MARS"was the theme of this film. 

Figure 82 - Graphic reconstruction of 
Pyramids in Cydonia City on MARS 
Image by NASA 

6.3 Comparison between pyramids of Egypt and Stupas of 

Anuradhapura 

In this chapter, I wish to highlight the characteristics of a manbuilt 

landscape and how it was related to the natural landscape in an era 

commencing 2 7 0 0 B.C. For this purpose, I will deal with the pyramids of 

Egypt and Stupas of Anuradhapura (Sri Lanka) which belong to two 

different epochs. , by way of a comparative analysis. The details of the 
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structures of the pyramids of Egypt and the stupas of Anuradhapura have 

been discussed in Chapters 3 and 5. 

Figure 83 - Pyramids of Egypt and Stupas of Anuradhapura 

In Chapter 5, I discussed in brief the process of evolution of the landscape 

over the 1 8 t h to 2 0 t h centuries. It is felt that the world is still in a state of 

transition experimenting in the sphere of the appropriate landscape to 

bring much wanted serenity and tranquility to the human mind and to 

homogenize it to world ecosystems. 
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F i g . 8$. T h e A b h a y a - g i r i D a g a b a . T ^ 7 0 . 

(The triangle shorn trie t i n of the Third Pyramid at Ctieh.) 

Figure 84 - Abhayagiri dagoba: (The triangle shows the 
size of the 3rd pyramid at Gizeh, Egypt.) (The Stupa in 
Ceylon by Dr. S. Paranavithana) 

The Pyramids of Egypt and Stupas in Anuradhapura are regarded as of 

world heritage importance. The great pyramids of Egypt date from 2700 

B.C. Stupas of Anuradhapura (Sri Lanka ) were constructed from the year 

247 B.C. The pyramids of Egypt were built by Pharaohs- monarchs of 

Egypt while Stupas of Anuradhapura were built by monarchs of Sri Lanka. 

These structures are of massive proportions. Similar large scale 

structures had been built in the ancient times by the Babylonians, the 

Mayans and Incas of Pre-Columbian Mexico, and Nazcas of the Nazca 

desert of Peru, Easter islanders and some other ancient civilizations. 
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The three great pyramids of Gizeh, Cairo of Egypt and the three (3) main 

Stupas of Anuradhapura have a similar ground lay-out distinctively similar 

to the position of three stars in the Orion constellation. 

Figure 85 - Ground layout of the three main stupas 

The construction of these unparalleled vast structures definitely required 

the mastery of distinctive disciplines such as astrology, astronomy, 

geology, pure and applied mathematics, building technology etc. These 

buildings have stood the test of time, have benefited from what may be 

described as seemingly superhuman design skills. 

Considering the epochs of their construction, it is a wonder, how the 

human beings were able to impart such knowledge in advanced subjects 

such a s geometry and astronomy. If such knowledge had been acquired 

by that time it may be argued that human beings should have 

accomplished much higher degrees of knowledge in the following 

centuries. But there is no such continuity recorded in the early centuries 

B.C. One school of thought is that Ancient Egyptians built these 

wonderous pyramids for entombing their monarchs-Pharaohs and nobility. 
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The stupas of Anuradhapura were built mainly for enshrining the relics of 

Lord Buddha. But is it the only reason? Why should these structures 

reach up to such great heights that they are seen outstanding amidst the 

landscape? In the modern era, the telecommunication and satellite towers 

are the sky scrapers with pointed ends. 

Figure 86 - Predicting Sirius - B 

Egyptians have been very familiar with the position of stars. They were 

mainly concerned with the star Sirius (Dog Star) in the Canis Major 

constellation. They developed an accurate calendar some 4000 years 
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ago based on the rise of Sirius. By continuous star gazing they 

ascertained that the constellations, stood at approximately the same place 

every 365 days. The companion star of Sirius named Sirius - B was not 

photographed by modern telescopes until 1970 but it was known to 

astronomers in 1862 and also to the ancient Egyptians. It is certainly a 

mystery how they possessed such knowledge. 

It is however very unlikely that the kings of Anuradhapura had any access 

to the wealth of knowledge in astronomy acquired by ancient Egyptians. 

Locating Sirius in the winter sky: 
Follow an imaginary tine through Orion's belt. 

Figure 87 - Locating Sirius in the winter sky 

But when examining the architectural and historical records of ancient 

monuments only Anuradhapura and Egypt have three of the same kind 

rising up to skies and aligned to the stars in the constellation of Orion. 

This could of course be mere chance, but it could also be that these two 

ancient peoples have had some common alignment to mysterious aliens 

or 'Gods' who came down from the Cosmos at certain instances to advise 

or assist them in great endeavours. 
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Major... 

Mr? Great Pyramid ofCiialn ova-section 

Alignments of shafts to stars C2600BC as discovered by A. Badawy 
andV. Trimble In 1964 

Ttte Cieat Pyramid of Cirtt in cross section. 

Figure 88 - Great pyramid of Gizeh in 
cross section - Alignments of shafts to 
stars as discovered by A. Badawy and 
V. Trimble in 1964 

The Ancient Egyptians as well as ancient people of Anuradhapura (Sri 

Lanka) were very religious and believed in birth after death. Then they 

could rise to heavenly abodes. It is a mystery how this concept was 

conceived in the minds of the ancient people. It is conceivable to think 

that, they had the experience and privilege to be associated with super 

natural aliens who had great strength and wisdom. Naturally, the humans 

would have wished for the same stature to be able to ascend or descend 

from the skies, to shift great objects at will and to bring forth materials not 

available on the Earth. 

Both these ancient peoples practiced the pursuits in astronomy and 

astrology. In fact the construction of the great capital of Anuradhapura 

commenced with the dawn of the constellation called "Anura". Hence the 

name of city was derived from this constellation. It could be that the 
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s a m e aliens or gods assisted in the construction of the 'stupas' of 

Anuradhapura after the waning of the Kingdom of Pharaohs in Egypt. 

Figure - 89 - Figures of Pharaohs in ancient Egypt 

Egyptian civilization which was flourishing from 2 0 0 0 B.C. was in decline 

between 6 0 5 B.C and 3 3 2 B.C. Sinhala civilization with Anuradhapura as 

the center commenced from 4 0 0 B.C There is a hint of coincidence of the 

fall of the Egyptian culture and the beginning of the Anuradhapura 

civilization. Of course the emergence and the decline of civilizations are 

not dependant on one another. In his book " The Pearl of India" Maturin 

M.Ballou, Boston, 1 8 9 4 describes the indigenous artistic tradition of 

Ceylon (Sri Lanka) a s follows: 

"This interesting island is rich in prehistoric monuments, Buddhist temple, 

and lofty dagabas , some of which were originally over three hundred feet 

in height, exceeding that of the Cathedral of Notre Dame, in Paris, by sixty 

feet. This, be it remembered, was representative of a civilization which 

S 1 6 S 6 
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existed upon an island of the Indian Ocean between two and three 

thousand years ago. 

"The lofty, gorgeous coloured, opulent temples which the traveler regards 

with such curious interest in India belong to a much more modern period. 

They are structures which have been raised oftentimes upon the site of 

former heathen shrines. So in Rome, many of the churches which we 

visitors today accredit with great antiquity are built upon edifices formerly 

dedicated to strange gods. Some remain intact, like the Temples of 

Hercules and the Pantheon . These Ceylon stupas are only one class of 

monuments, and are to be considered in connection with other vestiges of 

vast public structures. 

"We must well ask ourselves how many lands can, like Ceylon, tell so 

much of their past history in authentic records verified by enduring 

monuments. As is well known, we in America go back only about four 

centuries before the trail of history is lost. To be sure conjecture is 

abundant enough, but conjecture is not history." 

"The carving in stone was carried to a high degree of excellence, and is 

still in good preservation, as shown upon slabs, risers to steps, and on 

octangular columns of graceful proportions. The entrance to some of the 

cave-temples also exhibit ability in the carving of stone which is of no 

mean quality, depicting innumerable single figures and many groups. 

None of the Indian types are more than half as large as these Ceylon 

stupas. The latter were solid, hemispherical masses, standing upon a 

raised square platform of granite six to eight feet high, and approached by 
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broad stone steps." (The Pearl of India by Maturin M.Ballou, Boston 

1894). 

The three main stupas in Anuradhapura, Ruwanveli Dagaba, Mirisawetiya 

Dagaba and Jethavana dagaba are located in the dry zone of the north 

central province of Sri Lanka, in close proximity to the Kadamba-Nadiya 

( Malwathu - Oya), Basawakkulama Tank and Tissa Tank. In the same 

manner the three great pyramids in the hot desert at Giza, Cairo and built 

near the river-Nile. The 3 great stupas were not built at the same time. 

They were built over a period of time as also were the pyramids. But the 

most interesting is the relation of the Pyramids and stupas to the Orion 

Constellation. There had been a common belief that people ascend to the 

bright stars, due their noble deeds after life where they become immortal. 

Even at present, the people with high virtues and qualities are bestowed 

with the name of 'living God'. The abode of the Gods is based on folk 

stories and mythology which are a source for further research. 

What were the motives for building such incredibly high and large 

buildings during that epoch, when the Earth was so undeveloped? Who 

invented, the idea for these giant structures? 

It is conceivable that they and their surroundings replicate similar 

landscapes in other worlds, where more advanced beings dwell- and that 

they are transferred symbols of well-being and prosperity? 

Is it the bright s tar ' Sirius' that attracted the human civilization in Egypt? 

Was it considered the seat of life after death where you become immortal 
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and hence the yearning to go there on your death? From whom were 

these astrological viewpoints obtained? 

Figure 90 - Ancient Egyptians 

It is really unbelievable that ancient Egyptians did not keep any records or 

plans of such vast constructions. For a race who could command such 

technology and mastery, surely had means of describing it and preserving 

it at least for purpose of maintenance. This gives rise to the hypothesis 

that the master plan did not belong to the ancient Egyptians. But they 

were only implementers of the plan having no expert knowledge of 

preserving it. Even if it was the work of others, they could still have kept a 

pictorial record of it. 
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It also could be argued that by not preserving any plans, they denied the 

privilege of copying the plans as other civilizations would steal or duplicate 

it. But, it is a fact that word of outstanding achievements in one culture 

tends to be passed to other cultures by trade. Why then have the 

pyramids not been copied in any other country in such majestic manner?. 

Stupas, especially 3 great stupas do not find any positively parallel 

structure in any part of the Buddhist world. Even though there are stupas 

in India, Burma, Thailand, China, Cambodia and Japan, they are not sky

scrapers or do not have such magnitude. They can be built by man power 

alone. Most of these are built in the recent times on the vestiges 

including the stupas in India which do not share the s a m e magnitude as 

the Stupas in Anuradhapura. 

The myths surrounding the construction of the Mahathupa (Ruwanveli 

Dagaba ) will be discussed more fully in chapter 7. 

Original Dimensions of the three Main Stupas, 

in comparison with those of the Great Pyramid 

The 
M i r i s a w a t i R u w a n w a l i J e t a v a n a 

Great P y r a m i d 

H e i g h t f r o m t h e 

g r o u n d 
192 ft. 300ft.7in 400 ft. 450ft. 

Diamete r at t h e 
174 ft. 298ft. 367 ft. 746ft. 

base 



The above figures on the three stupas are based on information obtained 

from history of Ceylon, University of Ceylon Press Board, 1959 , vol.1, 

part.1, p.259; architectural Remains, Anuradhapura Sri Lanka by J a m e s 

C.Smither,1 s t ed. 1894; and the Architectural Section of the Archaeological 

Department, Sri Lanka. 

6.4 The relativity of the Orion Mystery to the Great Stupas of 

Anuradhapura. 

Figure 91 - The relativity of Orion mystery to 
great stupas of Anuradhapura - Alien mysteries 
in Sri Lanka and Egypt ( Graphical Representation 
to support the theory) 

Before I discuss further about the Orion Mystery, it is refreshing to ponder 

over the Greek legend of Orion. The Boeotian giant and hunter, blinded 

for his love of Merope, restored his eye sight by exposing his eye balls to 
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the rays of the rising sun. He was killed by Artemis, the hunter either by 

an arrow or a scorpion sting. After his death he was placed among the 

stars and is the subject of the Greeks' earliest star myth. The 

constellation of Orion sets in the Mediterranean at the beginning of 

November so that it is, in Greco-Roman culture, associated with storm and 

rainfall. 

Chapter 3 discussed the Orion Mystery and its relationship to the Great 

Pyramids of Egypt. It also highlighted the similarities between these 

colossal structures and the characteristics of the eras in which they were 

built. Mr.Mihindukulasuriya Susantha Fernando who is a well known, 

widely traveled journalist, historian, author, and a life member of the Royal 

Asiatic Society of Sri Lanka had written a book named ' Alien Mysteries', 

in Sri Lanka and Egypt 'first published in 1997. He discusses the relativity 

of the Orion Mystery to Great Pyramids of Egypt and Great stupas in 

Anuradhapura based on a comparative study. 

According to him it was observed that the three main stupas at 

Anuradhapura, namely, the Mirisavati, the Ruwanvali and the Jetavana 

are built corresponding to the position of the three stars of the 

constellation of Orion, namely, Rigel.Alnilam ( the smallest star in the belt) 

and , Bellatrix. This is the first instance in Sri Lanka that such coincidence 

is observed and recorded. It had also been calculated that the ratios of 

the distances in between the three stars are approximately the same as 

the ratios of the distances in between the three stupas. 
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Figure - 92 - The ground layout 
of the 3 great stupas with Orion 
Anuradhapura in Sri Lanka 

The distance (in millimeters) between the three stupas have been 

obtained from a map from the architectural remains of Anuradhapura, Sri 

Lanka by J a m e s G.Smither (1894 , Colombo - the first edition). These 

distances are a s follows: 

Ruwanvali - 34.6mm : Jetavana - 74mm : Mirisavati - 41.5mm 

Ruwanvali Ratio of the three measurements 

1 2.14 1.20 

According to "An Introduction to Practical Astronomy" by Brian Johns 

(Quintet Publishing Ltd, London , 1994) , The distances between the stars 

are as follows: 
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Al Nitak -11.7 mm Bellatrix - 25mm R i g e l - 1 4 . 5 m m 

Al Nitak Ratio of the three measurements-

1 2.14 1.24 

It could be argued that 1:20:1:24 is a large discrepancy at stellar scale. 

However, this scientific factor indicates a close affinity between the 

positioning of the three stars in the Orion Belt and the ground layout of the 

Great stupas at Anuradhapura a s in the c a s e of pyramids. It has also 

been observed that the ground layout of the great pyramids and the great 

stupas are very similar even though the distances in between are not the 

same . The offset of the smallest pyramid (Menkaura) from the alignment 

of the two bigger pyramids, and the offset of the smallest stupa (Mirisavati) 

from the alignment of the two bigger stupas are correlated to the small 

star, Al Nitak, from the alignment of the two brighter ones in the Orion's 

belt. 

"tk* coming cf th* Branch" 

"Iht Prmct' 

Dividing a secrtfc*" " Tht WounAii Ont" 

• Siiph "The Fost that Crashes' 
"Bribed" 

Figure 93 - The plan of Orion belt to illustrate the similarity 
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The very important issue that arises from this observation is how the 

ancient Sinhalese possessed such astronomical knowledge with relevant 

calculations and in answer to those who are skeptical, why did they 

consider this in anyway important? 

• 

Figure 94 - The dogon tribe who knew about 
the Sirius B in beginnings, This graphic 
shows Nimmos arriving on earth - a Dogon belief 

A similar incidence of a group of people having such astronomical 

knowledge in found with the dogon tribe. They live in the Homburi 

Mountains near Timbuktu. Their religious beliefs are centred around a 

star that is invisible to the naked eye . In fact this star was photographed 

only in 1 9 7 0 . However western astronomers have identified it. It is very 

small heavy and white and moves in an orbit around the very bright star 

SIRIUS and has been observed as far back a s 1862 . It is known a s 

Sirius - B. 
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In 1995, two French astronomers published the results after years of study 

and stated that a small , red-dwarf star seems to exist in the Sirius star 

system. 

The Dogon tribe believes that aliens from Sirius - B visited them and that 

they are more fish like than humans and had to live in water. They were 

spiritual guardians giving food and water too. At one stage they left the 

earth and the Dogon believes that they will revisit the earth in human 

form.Of course Dogon people do not let out their secrets at any cost and 

they also say that there is yet another star orbiting around Sirius which 

has not yet been found by astronomers. However, it is certain that Dogon 

people never had any connection with Egyptians.What is allegedly 

important is that both the Dogon tribe and the ancient Egyptians have 

long known of Sirius - B even though modern astronomy has found this 

star only in the 19 t h century. 

In the same manner, kings of Anuradhapura as far as we know did not 

have the means of obtaining astronomical information from Egypt. By 

the time the stupas were constructed ( between 161 B.C and A.D. 331) 

the Egyptian civilisation which built the Pyramids from 2600 B.C. to 2500 

B.C. had long been lost in time and had left no records of its activities 

except those of the buildings themselves. 

As for the landscape of Anuradhapura, the saying goes that it was so well 

planned that the various areas such as parks, schools, hospitals did not 

overlap or were distanced from each other. Hospitals were situated 

outside the city on one side. Cemeteries or funeral grounds were situated 

outside the city on another side. The monasteries were within well 

129 



planned monumental parks with elaborate large ponds and waterways 

outside the city. The irrigation and drainage system within the city was so 

precise that there was no scarcity of water or flooding within the city. 

Every aspect needed for modern town planning and artistic landscape had 

been idealized. Anuradhapura town was known as 'Heaven on Earth' 

with Arahats or people with advanced minds and knowledge flitting across 

the skies. According to folk stories, due to so large numbers of celestial 

beings always flitting in the air, the earth was sheilded from the harsh 

rays of the sun. 

It is possible but scarcely conceivable that the Anuradhapura landscape 

was copied or was based on the town plan of another and extra-terrestrial 

civilization. It can be argued that it was the reason why such a town could 

not be maintained even by the latter day conquerors of the 

Anuradhapura. By that time those who had supported its creation that is 

its alien visitors have departed, most probably due to war situation. 
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Chapter 7 

7.1 The al ien in f luence in b u i l d i n g the Mahathupa in 

A n u r a d h a p u r a 

The gods in six chariots appeared to the dying King Dutugamunu, and invited him to come up 
to their beautiful heavenly abode. 

Figure 95 - King Dutugemunu ascending to the heavenly a 
bode on his death 

In this chapter I will try to highlight and explain a number of historical 

events coupled with legends which are related to the construction of the 
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Mahathupa and other important dagabas in the vicinity of the old city of 

Anuradhapura. 

The Mahawansa gives a long account not only on the building of 

Mahathupa by King Dutthagamini in the first century B.C. but also on the 

ancient history of Anuradhapura. The story of King Pandukabaya (437 

BC) who first founded the city of Anuradhapura is a legend full of 

excitement. According to the Mahavansa, the beginning of the 

construction of the city has a celestial connection. 

" Having consulted a fortune-teller versed in the advantages (which a town 

ought to possess) according to his directions, he founded an extensive city 

in that very village. On account of its having been the settlement of 

Anuradha and because it was founded under the constellation Anuradho, 

it was called Anuradhapura ." ( Mahawansa) 

Major Forbes in his admirable book refers to this in a note , saying : 

" It is the general belief of uneducated natives that the name of the city is 

derived from Anuradha (ninety kings), but it was from the name of the 

constellation, Anuradha."(Eleven years in Ceylon - (Bentley, Second 

edition 1842.) 

This shows that even as far back as 437 BC experts in astronomy and 

astrology were consulted on all important occasions. Legends related to 

the construction of the Mahathupa are strong examples to prove the alien 

influence of this gigantic construction. It is interesting to note that the 
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Mahavansa relates edifying legends connected with this event. Scattered 

among these mass of legends one can find a few incidental notices of the 

architectural features of monuments which appear significant in the study 

of the development of the stupa in Sri Lanka. And it is my endeavour, to 

draw out these references in the light of present day knowledge on 

astronomy . space travel and alien mysteries . The Mahawansa gives a 

detailed description of the Mahathupas construction from beginning to 

end. 

Figure 96 - Elephant wall - Mahathupa 

According to this account King Dutugamunu (Dutthagamini) thought how 

to build the Mahathupa without taxing the people. He also thought how he 

could produce the bricks. The words of the chronicle describing the 

process of the construction may be quoted in full : 

"As he was thinking thus, the deity of the parasol knew that thought. 

Then arose a commotion among the gods. Coming to know it, Sakka told 

Vissakamma, " The king Gamani had thought of bricks for the cetiya. Go 
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and create bricks there near the Gambhira river at a yojana from the city." 

Thus commanded by Sakka, Vissakamma c a m e here" and created the 

bricks there. 

Figure 96 - Stone Spout - Mahathupa 

"There, in the morning a hunter went to the forest with his dogs. The deity 

of the place appeared to the hunter in the form of an iguana. The hunter 

went chasing it and saw the bricks. When the iguana disappeared, he 

thought thus there, "Our lord of the earth is, indeed, desirous of building a 

great thupa. This would be a resource to him."He went and informed the 

king. The king, who took delight in the welfare of people, heard this - his 

delightful statement - and, pleased in mind, bestowed on him a great 

reward. 

"In the north eastern region from the city, at a distance of three yojanas, in 

the village of Acaravitthi, on a plain of sixteen karisas, there arose nuggets 

of gold of various sizes, the largest measuring a span and the smallest a 
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finger's breadth. The inhabitants of the village saw the earth full of gold; 

taking a bowl of gold, they went and informed the king. 

"On the eastern direction from the city, at a distance of seven yojanas on 

the other side of Ganga in Tambapittha, copper arose. The villagers took 

the copper nuggets in a bowl approached the king and informed him of the 

matter.'ln the region to the south east from the city, at four yojanas, in the 

village of Sumanavapi many gems arose. The villagers took them mixed 

with jade and quartz in a bowl itself, went and informed the king."In the 

western direction from the city, at a distance of five yojanas, at the port of 

Uruwela, pearls of size of large myrobalans, intermingled with coral came 

to the dry land from the sea. Fishermen saw them and heaped them 

together. Taking the pearls along with the coral, they approached the king 

and informed him of the matter.'ln the northern direction from the city, at a 

distance of five yojanas, in a cave opening on the tank of Pelivapika 

village on the sandy bank arose four excellent and beautiful gems, of the 

size of a grinding stone and of the colour of flax flowers. A hunter with 

dogs saw them, came to the king's presence and informed him, "Gems of 

this form have been seen by me." 

When the resources were thus obtained, the king commenced work on the 

Great Thupa as the Visakha constellation appeared on the full-moon day 

of the month of Visakha." 

The author of the Mahawansa then describes the beginning of the 

Mahathupa after obtaining the resources. 
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"Great care seems to have been taken in laying the foundation of the 

stupa securely, so as to prevent the huge mass of brickwork from 

subsiding by its own weight. The words of the chronicler describing the 

process may be quoted in full: " The lord of the land had the place for the 

thupa dug out to a depth of several cubits to make it firm in every way. 

Round stones that he commanded his soldiers to bring hither did he cause 

to be broken with hammers, and then did he, having knowledge of the 

right and the wrong ways, command that the crushed stone, to make the 

ground firmer, be stamped down by huge elephants whose feet were 

bound with leather. The fine clay that is to be found on the spot, for ever 

moist, where the heavenly Ganga falls down (upon the earth on a space) 

thirty yojanas around, is called, because of its fineness, butter-clay. 

Samaneras who had overcome the asavas brought the clay hither from 

that place. The king commanded the clay to be spread over the layer of 

stones and that bricks then be laid over the clay, over these a rough 

cement and over this cinnabar and over this a network of iron, and over 

this sweet-scented marumba that was brought by the samaneras from the 

Himalaya. Over this did the lord of the land command them to lay 

mountain crystal. Over the layer of mountain crystal he bad stones 

spread; everywhere throughout the work did the clay called butter-clay 

serve as cement. With resin of the Kapittha - tree, dissolved in 

sweetened water, the lord of chariots laid over the stones a sheet of 

copper eight inches thick, and over this with arsenic dissolved in sesame 

oil, (he laid) a sheet of silver seven inches thick"."The lord of the earth, 

with an exceedingly happy mind, made preparations at the site where the 

Great Thupa would be established."The lord of the earth, who knew the 

right and the wrong places and had the grace of the king of the gods, 

arrived, well adorned in ceremonial attire, at the site of the Great Thupa in 
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the afternoon - bringing joy to the people - guarded in the order of their 

rank by many ministers well-adorned as befitting their offices; surrounded 

by well-adorned dancing girls comparable to numphs; accompanied by 

forty-thousand men and heralded by music."When jasmine-flowers were 

offered there, an earthquake occurred. The other seven were caused to 

be placed by seven ministers and auspicious ceremonies were performed. 

Thus, the king had bricks laid on the appointed uposatha - day the 

fifteenth of the bright half of the month of Asalha. 

The author of Mahawansa gives a detailed description of how the relic 

chamber was constructed When the three terraces of the Mahathupa were 

completed and before starting on the work of the dome itself, the relic 

chamber was constructed at the center of the uppermost terrace. The 

Mahavamsa gives a detailed description of the chamber and the manner 

in which it was made. This description, it is true, contains many incredible 

statements regarding details, but the disposition of the relic chamber and 

the method of its construction as given in the chronicle can be taken as 

representing the practice which prevailed in ancient Ceylon. 

The chronicle describes how six immense slabs of stone of a particular 

quality, eighty cubits in length and breadth and eight cubits thick, were 

miraculously brought from Uttarakuru by the saints and how they were 

disposed of. "When they had laid one on the flower-terrace in the middle 

and had disposed four others on the four sides, in the fashion of a chest, 

the thera of wondrous might placed the sixth, to serve (afterwards ) as a 

lid, upon the eastside, making it invisible", We can safely discard the 

statements in this narrative as to the dimensions of the stone slabs and 

the manner of their origin; but there is no reason to reject the evidence 
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thus afforded by the chronicle about the position and the method of 

construction of the relic-chamber, it is thus clear that the relic chamber 

was at the base of the dome on a level with the surface of the uppermost 

terrace and that it was constructed of six huge monolithic slabs, like a cist. 

The relic chamber of stupa at Sanchi, which contained the relics of 

Sariputra, was also on a level with the terrace, and the harmika on the top 

of the great stupa, which is believed to have contained relics, was 

constructed like a stone box precisely a s the relic chamber of the 

Mahathupa. 

Figure 97 - Remains of the Northern gateway - Mahatupa 

The author of Mahawansa then proceeds to describe the placing (deposit) 

of the relics inside the relic chamber. With the active participation of the 

aliens (Gods). The following is the Mahawansa account of the deposit of 

the relics. 

"On the four directions stood the four Great Kings, the thirty three gods, 

the thirty two princesses and the twenty eight yakkha generals. Above 
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them were gods clasping their hands in salutation, likewise vases filled 

with flowers, also dancing deities, deities playing musical instruments, 

gods holding mirrors as well as gods bearing flowering branches, gods 

holding lotuses etc, and other gods of many kinds, rows of gem set arches 

and even of wheels of the Dhamma, rows of gods bearing swords and 

likewise gods carrying bowls. On their heads five handled bowls, with 

wicks of fine cloth and filled with fragrant oil, were continually lit." 

Figure 97A - Tiled floor of the surrounding of Mahatupa 

"The community of bhikkus considered a bhikkhu to bring the relics. It 

assigned the task of bringing the relics to the ascetic named Sonuttara 

possessed of sixfold supernormal knowledge, a resident of pujaparivena. 

He asked the Sangha, " From where do I bring the relics?' The Sangha 

told the thera of the relics thus: 

"Lying on the bed of perfect Nibbana the leader of the world, so a s to bring 

about the welfare of the world with his relics, told the Lord of the gods, out 
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of the eight donas, of my bodily relics, one dona, which will be honoured 

by the Koliyas of Ramagama, and thence be taken to the naga world and 

honoured by the nagas there, shall be for enshrinement in the great thupa 

of the island of Lanka." 

Figure 97B - View of mahathupa through surrounding water body 

Accordingly the Thera acquired the relics from the Naga Land amidst their 

protests. 

The Lord of the earth, ordering all that needed to be done, announced in 

the city by the beat of drum. "Tomorrow the enshrinement of relics will 

take place" He had the entire city as well a s the road leading here 

decorated. He also got the townsfolk to adorn themselves. 

Sakka, the lord of gods, summoned Vissakamma and had the whole of the 

island of Lanka decorated in many ways." 
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Sakka took a gem-set throne and also a golden box and came to that 

place along with the gods. In a splendid gem-set pavilion, constructed by 

Vissakamma at the spot where the thera emerged, the Sakka had the 

throne placed; and, taking the casket of relics from the thera's hand, set it 

in the box and kept it on the noble throne. 

Brahma held the parasol; Samtusita the yaktail wisk, Suyama the jeweled 

fan and Sakka the shank with water. The four Great Kings stood with 

swords in their hands. The thirty-three gods of great miraculous power, 

with baskets in their hands, went there paying homage with paricchattaka 

- flowers. The thirty two princesses also stood there bearing torches. 

Having driven away wicked yakkhas, the twenty eight yakkha generals 

stood guarding. Pancasikha, too, stood playing the lute. Timbaru had an 

areria created and provided the sound of music and many gods sang 

sweet songs. Mahakala, the naga-king, chanted eulogies in many forms. 

The celestial musical instruments played and heavenly music prevailed. 

And the gods caused showers of celestial perfumes etc. to fall. 

To ward off Mara, the thera Indagutta created a parasol of bronze, equal 

in size to the universe. In front of the relics, here and there, in five places, 

the bhikkhus carried out group recitation. 

The great king Dutthagamani, rejoicing immensely came there. Placing 

the box of relics. In the golden box that was brought, he carried it on his 

head and set it on the seat. Standing there with hands clasped in 

salutation, he worshiped and paid homage to the relics. The ksatriya saw 

there the celestial parasol and the incense etc. and heard the sound of 
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divine music, but did not see Brahma or the gods. Pleased and amazed 

at the miracle he honoured the relics with the parasol, conferring on them 

the sovereignty over Lanka. 

Saying, " To the Master, the lord of the world, who bears three parasols-

namely, the parasol of Brahma, the parasol of human beings and the 

parasol of deliverance as well-1 offer my kingdom verily thrice", he, with a 

rejoicing mind, gave the relics sovereignty over Lanka verily three times." 

Paying homage to the relics along with gods and men, the ksatriya carried 

them with the boxes on his head and, surrounded by the community of 

bhikkhus circumambulated the thupa. He ascended from the east and 

descended into the relic-chamber, Ninety-six crores of Arahants stood 

surrounding the excellent thupa, with their hands clasped in salutation. 

When the lord of men filled with joy having descended into the relic-

chamber, was thinking " I shall place them on the precious and beautiful 

couch", the box of relics, together with the relics, rose from his head and 

then floated in the sky at a height of seven palm trees. 

The casket opened by itself. The relics rose from there, assumed the form 

of the Buddha gleaming with features and characteristics" and, like the 

Buddha himself at the foot of the rose apple tree, performed the "twin 

Miracle", as determined by the blessed one when alive." 

Seeing the miracle, twelve crores of gods and men, whose minds were 

pleased and concentrated, attained Arahanthood. Those who attained the 

other three Fruits were beyond counting. Abandoning the form of the 
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Buddha, the relics settled in the casket; the box descended from there and 

rested on the head of the king. 

Thus the relics were placed on the uposatha-day, the fifteenth, of the 

bright half of the month of Asalha under the constellation Uttaarasalha. 

With the placing of the relics, the great earth quaked. Many miracles took 

place in various ways." 

The Mahawansa gives a detailed description of how the King Dutugamunu 

was taken to the abode of the Gods on his death. This description is also 

very interesting when comparing the present day stories relating to UFOs . 

This is how Mahawansa describes the last hours of the King. 

"The deities brought verily six chariots with six gods. Each god, standing 

in his chariot, implored the king separately, "O king, may you come to our 

beautiful heaven." 

The king heard their words and stayed them with a gesture of his hand, 

"May you be patient as long as I listen to the Dhamma." 

The Bhikkhus, thinking that he was debarring group recitation, stopped it. 

The king asked for the reason for its stopping. They replied, "On account 

of your giving a sign 'may you stay." He said "Venerable Sirs, that was not 

so" and explained it. 

Listening to him, some people thought, "Scared by the fear of death, the 

king is raving." 
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To remove their doubt, the thera asked the king thus: "How can you show 

that these chariots are brought?" 

The wise king had a garland of flowers thrown into the sky. These 

attached themselves and hung separately on the chariot poles. Seeing 

them hanging in the sky, the people dispelled their doubt. 

The king asked the thera this : "Venerable sir, which heaven is indeed 

beautiful?" he said, "It is the view of the pious that the city of the Tusitas is 

beautiful for Metteyya of great compassion, the Buddha-to-be, dwells in 

the Tusita - city awaiting the time for Buddhahood." 

Having heard the thera's words, the great king of great wisdom, looking at 

the Great Thupa even as he was lying down, closed his eyes. 

Having passed away at that very moment, he was reborn in the chariot 

that came from Tusita and was seen standing really in divine form. To 

demonstrate to the people the result of his own meritorious action , he 

standing in the chariot itself, showed himself well-adorned, 

circumambulated the Great Thupa thrice, worshipped the Thupa and the 

Sangha and went to Tusita." 

7.2 Views expressed by scholars in Sri Lanka 

One can argue that this description related to the construction of 

Mahathupa is just a myth or a fantasy of a creative author who was very 

much devoted to Buddhism . But in the light of the present day 
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information on space travel and aliens or U F O stories, experts on the 

subject can definitely argue on this matter. 

Figure 97C - View of mahathupa through Basavakkulama Tank 

According to Venerable Ellawala Medhananda , a renowned Sri Lankan 

scholar on Archaeology, this description of the event shows that a 

powerful invisible force was behind to help the building of the Maha 

Stupa. W h e n I interviewed Ven.Medhananda on this subject Ven.thero 

said that he firmly believes the alien force outside our planet was actively 

involved in the process. There is a definite influence on earth from the 

solar system. The time has come to do a research on the gods 

mentioned in Buddhist literature. According to Ven.Medhananda even the 

architectural plan of the Mahathupa has a divine connection. The king 

inquired from the architect what its form was going to be and then the 

latter had a golden bowl filled with water, took water in his hand and let it 

fall on the surface of the water. A great bubble rose up like a half-globe of 

crystal. The architect thus illustrated to the king the form which the 

monument was to assume and was richly rewarded for his ingenuity. 

Ven.Medhananda also expressed the fo l lowing views: 

"I can see a definite connection between this stupa and the sun. 

According to some experts when the sun rises a line of ray can be seen 
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across the Ruwanwelisaya (Mahathupa). The circular shaped stupas built 

in India and Sri Lanka are under the influence of this solar line. This has 

to be carefully analysed by astronomers. According to my mind, there is 

some sort of a solar attraction to these stupas. It means that there was a 

invisible force behind this giant construction". 

"Another important fact which I like to mention is the mysterious stones 

called 'Yanthra gala' found at the Ranmasu Uyana at Anuradhapura. You 

can s e e some sketches and diagrams on this stone. One such diagram is 

very similar to Egyptian astronomy. There may be other diagrams which 

are similar to this. The Late Mr. Martin Wickramasinghe the great writer 

and scholar in Sri Lanka in the contemporary period was the first to give 

an interpretation on this mysterious stone. According to Mr. 

Wickramasinghe this 'Yanthragala' belongs to the Mahayana sector but up 

to now , these kinds type of stones have not been found in Mahayana 

adopted countries. Some experts are of the opinion that this Yantragala 

was used to maintain contact with other planets. This unusual stone can 

be still seen at the Ranmasu Uyana. G.E.Milton the author of "Round the 

wonderful world" in his book titled the " Lost cities of Ceylon ".first 

published in 1 9 1 6 has mentioned about this mysterious Yantragala. 

Figure 98 - ' Yanthragala' - Anuradhapura 
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"The Abayagiriya dagaba was built by King Maha Sena (A.D. 275-292), 

the same king who pulled down the Maha Vihara, or Brazen palace, and 

used the stones for enlarging other religious buildings elsewhere. He 

never lived to complete the work, which was carried on by his successor, 

his son . Leaving the dagaba and passing on by the road, which runs 

around it in a great curve, we soon see ruins on every side, remnants of 

the monasteries which clustered round the mighty dagaba. On the left, 

under a tree, is an unusually fine specimen of a Yantra gala, cut into 

twenty five square compartments on the surface like the one already seen 

at Ranmasu Uyana. The curious feature of these stones is that they are 

always found cut in squares of five or three, making the number of holes 

nine or twenty-five, but why this should be so remains a mystery". 

(The lost cities of Ceylon by G.E.Milton Page. 113-114) 

Ven..Medhananda also discussed with me about the 'Muragala' which 

contained an unusual picture. There is a dwarf man. He has a big 

stomach. He also carries a flower vase and there are three flowers . 

Though Dr.Paranavithana carried out a research on this Muragala he has 

not mentioned anything regarding the influence of other planets. But 

today we have to study these monuments in the light of the present day 

knowledge of space travel and UFOs. Now we have to interpret these 

pictures and inscriptions from a new angle. One cannot exclude the fact 

that there was an alien influence to these monuments. I think there are 

invisible pictures and diagrams in all these creations. For example we can 

study the Moonstone - the Sandakadapahana. Here you will find only 

half of the moon One can ask why this was created at a doorstep if it was 
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a sacred creation. Then it will not be placed at a door stop, where people 

walk across. A circular shaped moonstone at a square stair case could 

give an unusual beauty. But we have to analyse why only a half moon 

was used for this purpose. According to Dr.Paranavithana's interpretation 

all the art work including flowers and motifs included on the 

sandakadapahana were drawn to express the sufferings of the life. But 

we cannot accept that theory. If the lotus flower is reflecting the concept 

of 'Nirvana', Buddhists will never build it at a doorstep. Therefore, we 

have to find new interpretations for the moonstone. 

"I would also like to remind you of another story. After the Buddha's 

Parinirvana, sacred relics were enshrined in various places. A Chaittya 

built in Mahiyangana was believed to be made by a Goddess". 

"The three stupas, the Ruwanwelisaya , the Abhayagiri and the Jethawana 

are like three hearth stones. I can say that there was a definite influence 

from the planets when deciding the shape of the constructions. But I 

cannot interpret the reason for this. The Jethawanaya Chaithya was built 

amidst protests from various quarters. But the King built the Chaithya 

without listening to these objections. He was able to do this because a 

powerful invisible force was behind him. Gods gave him the relics to be 

enshrined in this Chaithya. According to the legend the God came from 

the sky and handed over the relics to the King. After that it was deposited 

in the Jethavanaramaya. 

The Lovamahapaya ( Brazen Castle) in Anuradhapura is another 

example. The plan for this building was believed to be from a Goddess 

called Barani who handed over the plan to the King . In heaven it was a 
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big building but on the earth it was reduced and scaled down according to 

the local needs. That is from one hundred Yodun to one hundred Riyan. 

Not only the Sri Lankan scholars but also a large number of international 

experts on this subject have expressed their scientific opinion on this 

matter. There are many stories in medieval Indian literature about flying 

machines. Thus, in Bana's Harsa Carita there is the story of a Yavana 

who manufactured an aerial machine that was used to kidnap a king. 

Likewise Dandl's Avanti Sundar tells of an architect named Mandhata who 

used an aerial car for such casual purposes as traveling from a distance to 

see if his young son was hungry. 

There is another story about a flying city that could not be successfully 

attacked by various powerful groups of beings within the universe, 

including the Devas. Again there was a story of Arjuna who decided that it 

was part of his mission to attack Hiranyapura. According to the Maha 

Bharatha just as the Daityas have flying cities such as Hiranyapura. 

Devas have flying assembly houses which are used as centres for their 

administrative activities. There were assembly halls for Indra or Sakra, 

the king of the Devas. 

Another curious point about Yama's hall is that it never becomes crowded 

no matter how many different beings enter into it. The assembly hall of 

Brahma provides another striking example of transformations of space 

that cannot be explained from an ordinary standpoint. In this case the 

great Sage Narada Muni visited Brahama's hall and found that he could 

not adequately describe its architectural layout. 
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The epic called ' Ramagana' contains an interesting account of a 

"Vimana', (flying machine). Ravana the king of Rakshasas in ancient Sri 

Lanka, possessed an aerial mansion that would fly according to his mental 

commands and that he used for his military exploits. All these legends, 

epics and other stories are sufficient enough not only to suggest that there 

were intelligent beings in the other worlds of the universe but also that 

they had visited this planet many many centuries ago. 

As archaeologists continue to find more and more strange remains of 

ancient cultures, they may discover an important lost part of human 

history. Since UFOs are reported frequently in our days, they could have 

been reported thousands of years ago. With clues like ancient paintings 

showing strange beings, old artifacts displaying modern day technology, 

and prehistoric land carvings waiting to be seen from the sky, there is a 

possibility that the ancient world could have been influenced by an 

advanced alien civilization. 

Another example of a strange construction is the ziggurats or pyramidal 

mounds of the Mesopotamians. ( civilization of a time period that spanned 

from before the Egyptians and their pyramids in to that time) They may 

have had a different function and development than those of the Egypt. 

These ziggurats are in essence mud-brick mountains or platforms for the 

most important temples. They are supposed to be the meeting place 

between the heavens and earth. The stairs of the ziggurat are to human 

scale and therefore used for climbing while the stair-like structure of the 

Egyptian pyramid is not. It may only be an analogy to a stairway to heaven 

and a fitting result of its construction. The top of the pyramid is not a place 

to be reached physically. It is more about a mental journey or connection. 
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Figure 99 - Nasca plains 

What is important for the purpose of my dissertation is the mythical 

meeting place between heaven and earth-most probably the visits by 
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aliens who were far more advanced than the humans at that time period 

and hence could offer advice on magnificent creations on earth. 

More evidence of an ancient alien visit lies on the surface on Earth. On 

the plain of Nasca, south of Lima, Peru, a series of straight, parallel lines 

run across for miles and appear from the air to be an ancient landing 

ground for aircraft. According to writer Thomas Michell., the lines are 

extremely difficult to be seen from the ground. " it is impossible that men 

without aero planes could ever have seen them, for even from an 

elevation of a few hundred feet, they are invisible . " Since air strips were 

not needed until the twentieth century, the lines, assuming the pre-lnca 

cultures used them for landing purposes, could have been used by the 

aircraft of a highly advanced alien race. 

Figure 100 - Nasca Plains list of drawings 

Also on the Nasca plain, large drawings of birds, monkeys, lizards and 

insects have been sighted from high altitudes. Again, these land carvings 

; 20. Bird 
21.Trapazoid 
22. Hummingbird 
23. Trapezoid 
24. Monkey 
25. Llama 

! 26. Trapezoids 

15. Triangle 
16. Whale 

I 17. Trapazoids 
j 18. Star 

19. Pelican 

1. The Whale 
2. Wing 
3. Baby Condor 
4. Bird 
5. Animal 
6. Spiral 
7. Lizard 
8. Tree 
9. Hands 
10. Spiral 
1 1 . Spider 
12. Flower 
13. Dog 
14. Astronaut 
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were constructed by people of a time from around possibly fifteen 

centuries ago, before the formation of the Inca empire. Covering an area 

of sixty miles, these figures next to the mysterious lines can only be seen 

best from the sky. 

Charles Bertitz points out in his book, 'Mysteries from forgotten worlds', 

that the m e s s a g e in these prehistoric drawings, finds an echo in an 

ancient Peruvian tradition in a legend about the Goddess Orejona landing 

is a great ship from the skies". The Goddess Orejona, in other words, 

could be interpreted a s an alien being landing in its spacecraft. 

Another example of a land creation which must be seen from the sky to 

make them out is Dragon Hill, a round and flat artificial mound in England. 

It is accompanied by several chalk figures including one called the 

Berkshire White Horse. Like the Nasca figures in South America, the 

white Horse and neighboring British land markings were not only built by 

a s ancient culture, but were meant to be seen from high attitudes. Since 

these figures could not have been seen by the prehistoric technology, it is 

possible that early inhabitants of Great Britain knew of a culture, possibly 

an alien culture. 

Figure 100 - stone henge in England 
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This Model and i t s description which says 
"The Stupa was a representation of the Cosmos" 

is from the Museum of Mihintale 



Chapter 8 

8.1 The mission yet to be finished 

Before presenting my conclusions on the subject, I wish to mention some 

important factors, which will be helpful to support my hypothesis. If there 

was an alien influence on the structures and landscape in Anuradhapura, 

the main question will be why the aliens selected this ancient city for their 

participation. To find an answer to this question it is necessary to study the 

history of Anuradhapura. There are many interesting and important 

evidence in the Sinhala Buddhist literature which can be confirmed and 

supported by scientific, archaeological and landscape evidence. 

The 'Poojavaliya' - one of the greatest Sinhala literatory works written by 

Rev. Mayurapada who headed the Mayurapada Pirivena (a Buddhist 

seminary) in 1266-75 A.D says that the city of Anuradhapura existed even 

at the times of three Lord Buddhas- namely Kakusanda, Konagama and 

Kashyapa who are believed to be the immediate predecessors of Lord 

Gautama Buddha. Buddhists believe that there were already four Lord 

Buddhas who lived during the present Kalpaya (epoch)and there will yet 

be another Lord Buddha named Maithriya who will attain enlightenment 

during this epoch. The present epoch is named- Maha Bhadra Kalpaya. 

It is believed that a Lord Buddha is born every 5000 years. Accordingly, 

the civilization of Anuradhapura could date back to nearly 18000 years. 
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The description in the thirty third Chapter of the new edition of the book 

Poojavaliya is very interesting. The translated summary of this Chapter is 

as follows: 

" The name of this island at the era of Lord Kakusanda who was the first 

Buddha belonging to this epoch was " Ojadveepa". The city of 

Anuradhapura was then called " ABHAYAPURA'. The King was named 

'ABHAYA'. Mahamevuna Uyana' ( Mahamevuna Park) was called ' 

MAHATHEERTHA". The city was situated on the eastern side of the park. 

The Mihintale Rock was called ' Devakuta', which means the 'Chamber of 

Gods'. 

'Abhayapura' was a popular city at that time. There was a severe 

epidemic that devastated the whole island and the people were dying. 

Lord Kakusanda Buddha on seeing the tragic situation decided to visit ' 

ABHAYAPURA'. He came along with another 40,000 bhikkus over the 

sky and landed on the 'Devakuta' , the present Mihintale rock and cured 

the people of the country. The king presented the Mahamevuna Park to 

Kakusanda Buddha. Then he visited a place called " SIRIYAMALAKA' the 

present Lovamahapaya (Brazen Castle) and the present Thuparama 

premises. At the time of Konagama Buddha, this island was called 

'VATTADVEEPA' Anuradhapura city was called VARTHAMANAKA PURA' 

which was situated on the south of Mahavevuna park which was then 

known as "MAHA ANOMAVANA', meaning Anoma forest. A King called 

'Samiddha' ruled the country which was very prosperous. The present 

Mihintale rock was then called ' SUMANA KUTA'. Then came a severe 

drought without any rain and the people suffered from famine. Lord 

Konagama Buddha along with 30.000 Arahat bhikkus came over the sky 
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and landed on 'Sumana Kuta' the present Mihintale rock. He prayed for 

rain and the city again was abundant with rain and showers. The tanks 

overflowed. People were very thankful to Lord Konagama Buddha and 

the King offered MAHA ANOMA VANA ( MAHAMEVUNA park ) to him. 

The third Buddha in this epoch is called Lord Kashyapa. This island was 

then named as ' MANDADVEEPA' The city of Anuradhapura was then 

named as VISHALAPURA was situated on the western side of ' 

MAHASARA PARK' - the present Mahamevuna park. The Mihintale Rock 

was then known as 'SHUBHA KUTA'. King Jayantha was the ruler. There 

was a civil war among the people and among the royalty. Lord Kashyapa 

Buddha visited the city over the sky along with 2,000 Arahat bhikkus to 

settle the dispute. Again they landed on 'SHUBHA KUTA'- the present 

Mihintale Rock." 

(Ref. POOJAVALIYA - New Edition, Chapter 33 page - 746 - 751.) 

Poojavaliya then describes the three visits by Lord Gautama Buddha to Sri 

Lanka. The author of Poojavaliya describes the ancient city of 

Anuradhapura at the time of King Devanampiya Tissa. According to the 

author, there were 90 lakhs of single storeyed buildings and nine (9) lakhs 

of multistoreyed buildings at Anuradhapura with a vast population and a 

beautiful town plan. The city was immensely prosperous. According to the 

chronicles. A Bo-sapling was also brought at the times of visits by 

previous Lord Buddhas. 

The objective of presenting all this literature with legends and epics is to 

support my hypothesis that city of Anuradhapura was subject to visits by 
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aliens from time to time. The city of Anuradhapura stands unique in the 

history of the island, been the only city mentioned over and over again. 

The ground layout and the landscape of Anuradhapura is proved to be 

exceptional as it had survived a long period of history even in spite of 

natural devastations, most probably due to the extra-terrestrial influence. 

It had always been a visiting site for the aliens with the Mihintale rock as 

the pivotal point for such landings. The Mahamevuna park existed 

throughout the epoch with an adjoining city with a large populace and a 

planned layout of dwellings. 

The existence of the town and landscape of Anuradhapura over the 

centuries is now being proved on a scientific exploratory basis by 

renowned archaeologists of this era. Dr.Shiran Deraniyagala, the former 

Commissioner of Archaeology in his book titled ' The Prehistory of Sri 

Lanka' and ecological perspective', discusses in much detail the ancient 

history of the city of Anuradhapura. According to Dr. Deraniyagala, 

Anuradhapura happens to be the only site to have revealed existence of 

Protohistoric habitation component. 

"A review of Sri Lanka's proto- and Early Historic archaeology indicated, in 

no uncertain terms, that the citadel of Anuradhapura was a most suitable 

site to assay for securing the requisite information. While one may 

discuss protohistoric/Early Historic cultural configurations and their 

dynamics in the abstract, by way of hypothesising in the absence of an 

adequate date base, the fact remains that (apart from the cemetery 

complexes assigned to the protohistoric period, and possibly the recently 

discovered small village beside the Ibbankatuva cemetery) the citadel of 
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Anuradhapura happens to be the only site to have revealed the existence 

of a protohistoric habitation component. 

A total of 45 reliable rediocarbon dates have been secured on charocoal 

from Anuradhpura. The results are set out in the list of dates that follows, 

with the calibrated ages as estimated on the basis of the tables published 

in Radiocarbon 28 (2B) (1986). Each sondage is dealt with separately 

and the results synthesized into a general treatment of the site. The 

radiocarbon chronology for the habitation sequence at Kandarodai is also 

considered in the context of the more wide-ranging and consistent one 

from Anuradhapura". 

(Ref. Pg. 709 of the book-' The Prehistory of Sri Lanka. - Part II ' by S.U. 

Deraniyagala) 

Dr. Deraniyagala has expressed his scientific opinion on the prehistoric 

stage of Anuradhapura by dividing it into eight archaeological periods. 

These periods are LMesolithic 2. Mesolithic/ Iron Age transition 3. Proto 

historic iron Age 4. Basal early historic 5. Lower Early historic 6. Mid-early 

historic 7. Upper-early historic 8. Middle historic. 

Analysing the period No.3 - Protohistoric Iron Age, Dr. Deraniyagala says: 

"The earliest known protohistoric settlement at Anuradhapura exceeded 

10 ha in extent by ca.800 BC, as per the evidence from the widely spaced 

scatter of sondages. More each, totaling some 150 m, constitute a tiny 

sample from a site that exceeds 1 million m. Nonetheless, 10 ha is a 
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considerable size of an Early IRON Age settlement. It is estimated that 

the earliest among such settlement in Sri Lanka would have been villages 

with an area of less than 3ha and that these could be as old as ca. 1200 

BC, thus conforming with the earliest Iron Age horizons of southern India. 

It is possible, but somewhat unlikely that such a settlement exists within 

the perimeter of the citadel at Anuradhapura. Many more sondages (? 

Over 30) need to be excavated down to bed-rock in a wide-ranging 

scatgter within the site before it is possible to decide on this point. 

"By ca. 700-600 BC the protohistoric settlement at Anuradhapura had 

extended over an area of at least 50 ha. This could thus be designeated a 

town. The apparent spectacular increase in size between the 9th and 8th 

centuries BC could have been the "capital' settlement of the island. Its 

location, equidistant from the major ports of the northwest and northeast, 

within reach of the mineral rich zones of the hinterland ( and Seruvila, the 

island's premier iron and copper ore deposit), surrounded by irrigable and 

fertile reddish brown earths amenable to being worked by iron tools, and 

defensible against invaders with its deep buffer of forests right up to the 

coasts, would suggest deliberate selection of focus by a centralized 

authority. In other words, the positioning of Anuradhapura as the "capital" 

does not indicate an organic growth from humble orgins at village level 

with a small - scale site catchment; it does seem to have been a 

sophisticated imposition on the landscape. If it was so, the chances of 

discovering pre - 10th century BC settlement within the citadel would be 

slim. 

As to the processual elements which gave rise to the protohistoric Iron 

Age of Sri Lanka, little can be said in the absence of an adequate corpus 
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of data from the subcontinent. It is proposed that iron technology was not 

an indigenous growth and that it was imported, probably during the final 

part of the 2nd millennium BC, perhaps in association with the horse 

which is a steppe animal alien to the equatorial rain-forest habitat of Sri 

Lanka". 

(Ref.pg. 709 & 710 of the book. ' The Prehistory of Sri Lanka - Part II ' by 

S.U.Deraniyagala. 

Analysing the period No.06 - Mid- early Historic. Dr. Deraniyagala says 

that the period between 250 B.C. - 100 A.D., the early historic citadel of 

Anuradhapura was full blown by then covering an extent of 100 hectares 

or more according to the survey conducted by M.Choya from Tokyo. 

According to him this city would have been represented one of the five 

largest cities of its time in South Asia. 

8.2 From pre- historic time to Ruvanweliseya era 

The settlement data from Anuradhapura indicate that it was a town of 

some considerable extent already during the protohistoric Iron-age at 

800-600 B.C. The causative factors behind this phenomenon is yet to 

be systematically evaluated, in the light of parallel data f rom Indian 

context. It is suspected that a major factor would have been the 

manufacture and export of high quality iron f rom Sri Lanka. 

In conclusion, Dr.Deraniyagala says that the Protohistoric Iron age in Sr i . 

Lanka and Southern India was probably not manifested in a mere scatter 

of small village-scale settlements based on rudimentary irrigation farming 
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as is generally assumed, but by an extensive and sophisticated network of 

settlements linked by trade in manufactured iron with West Asia and 

beyond. 

When analysing the Buddhist legends as well as scientific observations 

done by using radiocarbon methods, one can easily come to the 

conclusion that the city of Anuradhapura existed throughout many 

centuries even as far back to the pre historic era in Sri Lanka. 

Keeping this assumption in mind I have to answer the main question 

relating to my thesis, namely what is the relevance of these historical and 

archaeological factors to the alien influence on landscape in 

Anuradhapura. There could be two main reasons for such influence. 

One is that as mentioned earlier, the city of Anuradhapura had been 

subject to alien influence even before the Ruvanweli Seya era. The other 

reason could be that the civilization existed long before the present 

recorded history. 

In this context we have to analyse the historical facts, the scientific data, 

the hypothesis and compare with possible interpretations . 

Why did the city of Anuradhapura, the Mahamevuna park and the 

Mihintale rock existed throughout many centuries without any major 

changes, though names of these places have changed from time to time? 

According to the legends many important places such as Thuparama and 

Lovamahapaya also existed throughout centuries. Changes took place 
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only in the Ruvanweliseya era , which I discussed in detail at the 

beginning of this chapter. 

On the other hand it has also been revealed that Sri Lanka was an 

agrarian country from very early times. Archaeologists have come across 

in the dry zone many places where iron - smelting had been carried out 

for very ancient irrigation schemes and settlements. One can argue that 

iron technology was introduced to the country by aliens. According to Dr. 

Deraniyagala iron technology was not an indigenous growth and that it 

was imported probably during the final part of the second millennium B.C. 

Analysing Protohistoric Iron Age at 800-600 B.C. Dr.Deraniyagala has 

mentioned " the manufacture and export of high quality iron from Sri 

Lanka". The agricultural settlements in dry zone existed from 900 B.C. as 

indicated by Carbon - 14 data on the excavated Anuradhapura Gedige 

area. ( situated within the Anuradhapura citadel). Based on this data one 

can argue that the Iron Age man in the Anuradhapura had acquired 

suddenly and mysteriously the technical know - how of farming with iron 

tools unknown to his ancestors in the prehistoric Mesolithic Culture in Sri 

Lanka. This may be the reason for Sri Lanka's prestigious achievements 

in agriculture and wonderful irrigation schemes in the Anuradhapura era. 

My hypothesis is that the both the non changing structures and landscape 

in Anuradhapura existed many centuries ago as well as the changes that 

took place in the Ruvanweliseya era were due to alien influence. This 

may be a contradictory argument. But I will try to explain with possible, 

astronomical interpretations. 
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The city of Anuradhapura may have been under continuous scientific 

observations by the extraterrestrial bodies from the beginning of 

civilization in the city, at least since 25000 years ago. Stars and other 

galaxies in the universe are millions of light years away from the earth. 

Travelling between the earth and any of these celestial bodies will take 

thousands of years. The only way to reduce the time of travelling is to 

develop a machine which can travel at the speed of light. According to 

scientists it is a very difficult task. There was a saying in Sinhala that one 

hundred years in this planet is equal to one day in heavenly bodies. If it is 

true people of the earth have to wait many hundred years to see another 

visit from other planets. According to the Buddhist calender they have to 

wait at least 2500 years. According to the legends four Buddha's visited 

Anuradhapura in every five thousand years. But for the aliens it may be 

a short span of time. During this short span of time aliens who observed 

the city of Anuradhapura must have decided to keep it intact for some 

mysterious reasons. 

The term "influence" will not necessarily be interpreted as an "impact of 

change". "Influence can be used even to not to change any thing. 

Accordingly it can be argued that the landscape of ancient Anuradhapura 

with all its parks, rocks, forests, thupas, and structures were to remain 

intact during the many years of early civilization in the city because of the 

influence of aliens who may have planned to visit Anuradhapura in the 

Ruvanweliseya era. Accordingly " within a short period of time, " in their 

final visit to Anuradhapura at the time of construction of Ruwanwelisaya, 

they have intervened and participated actively to preserve what they want 

and change what they thought to be necessary. 
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For example they may have passed the secrets of iron technology to early 

inhabitants in the island keeping in mind their future plans, i.e to construct 

a huge monument (Mahathupa) and a prosperous and a developed city. 

My hypothesis and interpretations are that the visits of the aliens (may be 

the three Buddhas and their followers who came over the sky and landed 

on Mihintale) at the dawn of the civilization in this city and their visits at the 

time of Ruwanwelisaya construction were part and parcel of one and the 

same project. Their mission may not have finished yet. 

8.3 Concluding remarks 

Accordingly we can come to the following conclusions-

Aliens appear to have visited Anuradhapura not only at the time of King 

Dutugamunu but also several times many centuries ago. 

If we can agree with that assumption we may accept the possible alien 

influences on the construction of Mahathupa and on the careful integration 

of the buildings with the surrounding landscape. 

There is no direct evidence to prove the alien influence in the landscape 

design of these surroundings. But if the buildings were so influenced, it 

seems highly likely that so also was the landscape. 

The Iron Age technology and subsequent development in the city may be 

a result of an alien influence. 

, " (d>\ 
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Excavations and research work in Sri Lanka's Cultural Triangle which 

includes Anuradhapura is continuing. As information on new discoveries 

are coming from the Cultural Triangle I hope my hypothesis will come true 

in the near future. 

However, the most confounding argument against alien influence is 

probably the following: 

If life once existed on Mars, it did so at a time infinitely remote in the 

history of the Earth and certainly at a time before the evolution of Homo 

Sapiens. 

But the alien influence on earth could be from another galaxy - one of the 

many thousands in the Universe. Since the galaxies are situated millions 

of light years away, we have to wait for another hundreds of years to 

witness another visit by aliens. 

The joint British - European space programme- ' Mars probe' which was 

launched in 2003 may well demonstrate that life once existed on Mars, 

and lend weight to alien influences in the Earth's history. If it does not, it 

will not diminish the value of myth and fable in enriching the history of 

cultures like that of Sri Lanka and the Lion Kings. 

The visits of the aliens at the dawn of the civilization in Anuradhapura and 

their visit at the time of Ruvanweliseya construction were part and parcel 

of one and the same project. Their mission may not have finished yet. 

erf 
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With all my observations and conclusions I humbly hope that this 

dissertation will be an initial research insight for my future academic 

studies in the field of Landscape Architecture. 

***** 
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