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Abstract 

The term conservation is inappropriately interpreted or used, a least in the development of 

urban areas. It is looked at times, as mere romantic attachment to history; an effort drag 

the present to fifty or more years back. In short, as an impediment to progressive 

development towards urban megalopolises of the 21 St century. 

Development planning in historic cities is concerned with the future settlement and regions 

and involves selecting from arrange possibilities these that will most benefit the greatest 

number of people and contribute to their, welfare and improvement of the environment. 

Conservation must be considered as a point of development. Unless it helps to generate 

of more income, conservation consumes immense resources that might other wise be 

used to upgrade the quality of life. 

Urban conservation s firstly not about dead and deserted historic settlements to be 

excavated and consolidated. Rather it is about living settlement, about life and its 

sustenance. Conservation should look after the physical, social, economic and 

psychological needs of people or not for people would survive. 

Marasovic T, explained, 

"The most efficient way to protect monumental and historical objects is to 

include them in the modern living functions of the area. This results in the planning 

of financial and technical possibilities for their organisation and revitalisation' 

(Marasovic T, reviatalisation of split) 

According to that applying modern living functions in to historic cities, city cold be 

developed as live place. City could not keep a museum object. 

In study deals with the Heritage sites and incorporating the economic activities and 

other visitor services and amenities. Finally conclusion give the decision about informal 

activities are better than formal activities, when create the live Heritage City. 
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Introduction 

1 .Background of the study 

• Among the very-many methods and attributes which enable us to understand the past, perhaps the 

single most important attribute of a civilization is its built heritage. It was the monuments of Indus, 

mayas and Inca civilization that moved the world first. 

In this sense, the contribution of the city to the growth of civilization both as a physical and 

social entity is particularly significant. The heritage cities, which display various facts of this 

significant are quite important that diverse methods and approaches have taken to safeguard, 

conserve its authenticity among the well established and recommended. Ways of conservation, 

passive conservation has proven effective which involves incorporating new functions and activities 

in addition to the previous use. In doing so the architectural conservation becomes more important 

as it deals with total built environment which process values such as architectural, aesthetic, 

historic, documentary, archaeology, economic, social, political, spatial or symbolic. 

2. Need of the study 
Unfortunately, lot of heritage cities today have become less satisfactory, uncomfortably, ugly and 

dull environments less integrated with the existing social and physical fabric. Apart from that most 

historical sites have become less interested dead environments with lack of activities and 

involvement of people. 

Too much emphasis on conservation in wrong direction may sometimes eventually lead to dead or 

museum cities. This has not been proven successful especially in historic urban nodes, with 

increased population growth and scarcity of resources. On the contrary uncontrolled development 

to historic sites result in disintegration and chaos both in physical fabric and social structure. For 

best results, the cultural changes could be used to its optimum potential in urban conservation. 

This study therefore focuses its attention to the conservation procedure and economic activities on 

historic Dead City effect on both the built environment and the city life. 
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3.0bjectives of the Study 

As said in the background of studies the most effective conservation method, the passive 

conservation and architectural conservation in detail is emphasized throughout this study. 

Application of such methods to historical sites by incorporating informal activities is the main theme 

of this study. Because that is what has been applicable to most of our historical sites. Therefore 

this study deals with studying the application of informal sector activities to the historical sites, their 

opportunities as well as the problems. In doing so, it looked in to social, physical, Architectural and 

economic aspects in which architectural conservation is meant for. 

It is hoped that this study will emphasize need of conserving heritage sites and in doing so the 

need of incorporating informal activities with them. It is further attempted to study in depth the 

process of providing user comfort through incorporating informal activities. In addition, it is 

attempted to study the integration of these activities with the physical and social fabric and the 

Architecture of the Heritage site. From that it will discuss the problems and prospects of 

incorporating informal activities in Heritage sites. So that the study hoped to pin point and 

emphasize several aspects and fact that Architects and planners should consider in this process in 

order to remain the past glamour of such sites and incorporate them in the urban development. 

The process of achieving these objectives is as follows. 

4. Method of study 

At the beginning of the study a literature review based on the subject area was carried out, from 

that the information of the conservation of historical sites, its policies and their application etc were 

collected. These were used to organize the first 3 chapters. 

XII 



The first chapter deals with the identification of historical sites their conservation in urban 

development. The second chapter looks at different conservation approaches and their application 

with worldwide examples. The third chapter deals with incorporating economic activities in Heritage 

and their problems and prospects. The forth chapter studies randomly selected 3 heritage sites in 

Sri Lanka discussing the problems and prospects of incorporating informal activities to them. In 

doing so the study followed the following procedure. 

1 Visiting the selected sites and prepare the layouts maps etc. 

2. Look and note the existing functions, its hierarchy, formal and informal activities 

happening in and around it, the problems and prospect of them and their effect to the 

heritage site etc. 

3.carried out informal discussions with randomly selected people and get their views and 

idea upon the integration of such activities. 

4. A photographic survey of the same conclusion were drawn according to the analysis of 

these results. 

5. Scope and limitations of the study 

The study was limited to Religious historical sites in Sri Lanka and the sites were selected 

randomly considering the3 types of environmental settings, owing t personal experience. The 

informal activities in side the premises were mainly studied. A further it considered the expanded 

such activities along the roads to a visible distance. Related activities beyond these limits were not 

considered in this study. 
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1. HERITAGE SITES AND ITS CONSERVATION IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

1.1 Importance of the Heritage 

From the day man was born in this world, he had inherited to^assets: one is nature and the 

other is the culture that has evolved with the existence and the effort of his forefathers. These 

are identified as the natural heritage and the cultural heritage, and this is what he has inherited 

for use, for consumption and for knowledge and inspiration. It is a great responsibility of the 

living generation to understand that the heritage that he possessed need to be preserved for 

the future generations. When conservation for the future is considered, there are three major 

areas identified, 

Conservation of natural Heritage 

Conservation of cultural Heritage 

Conservation of energy 

Consider the cultural heritage, culture is the product of intellectual development of man 

specifically in once own civilization throughout the periods of history which includes both 

tangible and intangible cultural heritage. These two aspects of culture have grown hand in 

hand can not be looked at in isolation. But the current effort is for the conservation of the built 

environment or the architectural heritage. 

1.1.1 History of the Heritage 

Ever since.man become aware of the concept of time, symbolic remains of the past were 

proclaimed on inheritance. The appreciation of the past for its documentary values, by 

enhancing man's knowledge on man, provided with him an orientation in time and space. 

Urban settings that represented a conquered nature by developing a reciprocal relationship 

between man and nature were also protected for symbolic values. The early cities of 

Teotihuacan, Babylon, Harappa are examples for conceiving urban settings as establishing an 

order needed for the beginning of a new civilization. 
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As continuous living in such established settings was considered safer and appropriate 

than buildings anew, there orders were reinterpreted. This protection of a past molded the city 

and its society with a unique identity. Further, having guided by a collective value system, it 

facilitated a. fundamental psychological performance and also reinforced a cultural continuity. 

Thus cultural continuity presupposes a continuous shaping of meanings or symbols, that are 

ordered collectively by a group of people, glimpsing the dynamic nature of cultural heritage. 

1.1.2 Awareness of Urban Heritage 

Since its very beginning, the cities are places of immense concentration of resource, skill and 

power. Though, primarily build to hold the administrative function of the territory, these cities 

gradually transformed themselves into centers of trade, manufacture, recreations and religions 

gathering. 
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The awareness of the city, first as a symbol for well being, then as a work of art and as a 

cultural setting, has diversified values of an urban heritage. Therefore, it needs the total 

expression of an urbanscape to protect its heritage value. 

A city is a concentration of cultural productions of civilizations. Evolving like a living entity, it 

accumulates layers of living experiences of individuals as members of a group. Being a foci of 

cultural diversification, it becomes an artifact. 

Mumoford, - (1938) notes that city is, 

" ... Both a physical utility for collective living and a symbol of those collective 

purposes and unanimity that arise such favoring circumstances." 

Heritage value of an urban setting is thus enriched by its continuos evolution even it 

had a "monumental origin". City Life is an essential element of the urban heritage that is not 

just a non renewable resource but also a "growing heritage". 

1.2 "Conservation "as a more meaningful phenomenon 

Conservation can be defined as the process which should be practiced to protect the 

phenomenon of "place" common to each and every place all over the world, regardless 

whether there are historical monuments or historical landscape or any other. By earring out 

conservation in its true sense in every work with, there will be less effects on the environment, 

more beneficial to the economy, less controversial and environmental issues and benefits to 

the occupants of the society. But in earring out this process most important part of all, is the 

identification of the existing sprit of place. 

Therefore it reveals, the need of a person who can grasp the spirit of place, in the correct 

manner, with regard to keeping the phenomenon of "place" reestablishes the need of the 

involvement, of an architect who thoroughly consider such aspects in new design projects as 



well as preservation process with historical monuments or historical landscape. Invariably such 

involvement become more meaningful, at sometime helping to preserve the bonds and 

relationships between people and such "place" and maintain the spirit of the place. 

1.3 Conservation approaches of urban heritage 

1.3.1 views and definitions 

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monomers of generations of people remain 

to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions. People are becoming more 

and more conscious of the unity of human values and regard ancient monomers as a common 

heritage. The common responsibility to safeguard them for future generations is recognized. It 

is our duty to hand them on in the full richness of their authenticity. 

It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of ancient buildings 

should be agreed and be laid down on an international basis, with each country being 

responsible for applying the plan within the framework of its own culture and traditions. The 

Venice Charter that guided the conservation efforts approving in the year of 1964. 

Article 4,5,6,7,8 gives the explanations about conservation. 

Article 4 It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they be maintained on a 

permanent basis. 

Article 5 The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by making use of them 

for some socially useful purpose. Such as is therefore desirable but it must not 

change the layout or decoration of the building. It is within these limits only 

that modification demanded by a change of function should be envisaged and 

may be permitted. 
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Article 6 '• The conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting, which is not out 

of scale. Wherever the traditional settings exist, it must be kept. No new 

construction, demolition or modification, which would alter the relationships of 

mass and colour, must be allowed. 

Article 7 A monument is inseparable from the history to which it bears witness and from 

the setting in which it occurs. The moving of all or part of a monument cannot 

be allowed except where the safeguarding of that monument demands it or 

where it is justified by national international interests of paramount importance. 

Article 8 Items of sculpture, painting or decoration which form an integral part of a 

monument may only be removed from it if this is the sole means of ensuring 

preservation. 

The term conservation has been given a specific definition in urban planning and is taken to 

mean the best use of resources embodied in the physical environment. This is particularly so 

with regard to urban landscapes with great beauty, historical association or cultural identity. 

Hence it dynamic process, which transforms and synthesis's the historic context within the 

requirement of contemporary urban restructuring. 

(Cuthbert A. 1985; 

Many until recently were of the view that conservation halted the process of development. This 

stems from, the earlier practice of preserving historic quarters by freezing whole or part of 

cities. The obvious danger in going too far and trying to turn historic town centers into museum 

objects. By-adopting policy of preservation at any cost, has been disregarded today as unjust. 

An excellent example of this could be sight in our very own Anuradhapura and polonnaruwa. 

These are two major indigenous cities where the deliberate isolation of the historic quarters 

have occurred, turning them into "look at" monuments. 
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Appleyard (1979) expresses this, 

" passive conservation entombed the historic city, turning it into a deteriorating 

museum, policy now being abandoned in favor of active conservation many espouse 

concepts such as active conservation, 'revitalisation' and 'rehabilitation'. The French for 

instance now consider dropping the old term 'safeguarded' areas in favor of 'revitalized' or 

'rehabilitated' ones. Such position acknowledge the need for the social and economic life of 

historic centers to survive" 

Thus, active participation of the community is very necessary for the survival of the historic 

centers. Keeping the monument in use has identified as a method, which facilitates its survival. 

The general objective of conservation is to ensure that the mass is constant irrespective of its 

change in detail. Accordingly for the city, conservation could be considered as a process, 

which enables the gradual development or revitalization rather then abrupt change and which 

also, incorporates preservation from destructive influences. 

Specifically conservation represents the intention and action to protect, preserve management 

and guidance the built fabric. This means that conservation cannot be seen in isolation but 

must be considered within the frame. The more we allow the physical heritage of the past to be 

decimated, the less likely it will be future generations will feel the link with their cultural and 

historical roots. Lose that and people may lose their sense of identity, there national pride and 

self esteem, and above all their will to build a future for their children 

1.3.2 Conservation principles and methodologies 

The term conservation architecturally could be defined as an action taken to prevent decay of a 

Heritage. Because of the word's definition as a preventive measure against a decay, and thus 

,it is an attempt to change the normal course of life of a monument or an artifact, such 

(appleyard D. 1979) 

(Rubeiro, E.F.N. Third world planning Review, November 1990) 
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conservation actions are considered as interventions. In conservation, minimum necessary and 

effective is considered to be the best. 

At present, specially in artifact and architectural conservation, several different interventions 

are being carried out to prevent decays which includes: 

1. Prevention of deterioration 

The best method of conservation is the prevention, which deals with 

environmental controls rather directly dealing with the object. In this method, controlling the 

ambient environment eliminates the causes of decays. Therefore, this system may not be 

suitable or-practical for larger monument despite it being the ideal methodology for a small 

object of art. The system is known as indirect conservation. 

1. Preservation of existing conditions 

Prevention is the best form of intervention next to prevention, and deals with 

prevention from further decays of object or monument. Causes of decays are eliminated, and 

the effect from ambient environment is reduced, to preserve the object in exiting condition. This 

system can be used for both architectural and artifact conservation. 

2. Consolidation of the fabric 

This is popularly known as direct conservation, and deals with consolidation of 

the existing fabric using an adhesive or other physical addition. 

3. Restoration 

Restoration means the review of the original concept or legibility of a monument or of an 

object, and includes interventions such as addition of missing parts and cleaning etc. 
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4. Rehabilitation 

Rehabilitation deals with the preparation of replicas in order to preserve the 

authentic artifact in undisturbed condition 

5. Reproduction 

Reproduction deals with the preparation of replicas in order to preserve the 

authentic artifact in undisturbed condition. 

6. Reconstruction 

It refers to moving an artifact or edifice, out of the original site to a are-erection using new 

materials. Any of the aforesaid interventions could cause some loss values to the heritage, but 

still interventions are justified because they are treated as attempts to save the Heritage. 

Those interventions are arranged in descending order f merit, with the top of the list being the 

best form of conservation. The suitability is gradually reducing down the list, and therefore 

reconstruction which causes some lose of values of the heritage, is considered less suitable. 

Some of the aforesaid methods of interventions are practically not possible in some forms of 

conservation works, and in such situations, the next best method will be selected. 

1.3.3 The architectural conservation 

The architectural conservation could be explained as an action taken to prevent a decay in an 

architectural heritage which includes Monuments and sites. Further architectural conservation 

deals with'total built environment which process values such as architectural, aesthetic, 

historic, documentary, archaeology, economic, social, political, spatial or symbolic. Building 

•A which process above values could create emotions, and thus they could be considered as 

symbols of cultural identity and the continuity of the society, that they belongs to. Therefore 

those heritage cannot be conserved in a passive manner, following a Museum type of concept. 
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Architectural conservation could either enhance or degrade certain inherent values of 

monuments or sites. Despite the fact that the main intention of the persons involved in 

architectural conservation are to enhance these values, lack of knowledge, experience, as well 

as the self motivated eager of some personalities to improve their image, could make 

irreparable damages to architectural heritage. 

A good architectural conservation preserve and enhance the massages and values of a 

cultural property, which includes emotional values such as wonder, identity, continuity, 

spiritual, and symbolic: The cultural values such as documentary, historic, archaeological, 

antiquity and scarcity, aesthetics and symbolic, architectural, townscapes, landscapes, 

ecological, and scientific and user values such as functional, economic, social and political. 

When discussing the conservation issues, there are two kinds of conservation methods. Such 

as architectural conservation and artifact conservation. But it has fundamentally different, but 

most of them are not consider it. Unlike in artifact conservation, the architectural conservation 

deals with materials in an open environment, the scale of artifacts and historic monuments are 

diametrically different. 

Architectural conservation involving a Varity of people, where as artifact conservation involves 

one or two 'persons. Architectural conservation consider it involvement of a site, setting and the 

physical environment which need solving of numerous and difficult problem. In artifact 

conservation monument has to be conserved complying to a passive and museum form of 

concept. Another factor is that the most of architectural heritage are living monuments, which 

has being used for some functions .In some occasions, their original functions have changed, 

however, they are still being used. 
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1.3.4 Instruments For Conservation of Built Fabric 

1. Maintenance 

This is to 'preserve desired built forms and places with the function and to ensure that 

fundamental deterioration does not occur. However it is unlikely that merely legislation 

protection will work. When economic forces of development are massed against given spaces 

of historical-value, it is Architecture that most often loses. Protection to be successful must be 

built on sound economic incentives rather than negative constrains. The inhabitants of such 

buildings should be felt obliged to repair and maintain, be it a private individual or local 

authority. It is the duty of the conservation activists to publish guidelines on how to maintain old 

buildings, where the failing of this may cause irreparable damage to the historic fabric. 

2. Altering/ refurbishing The Urban Fabric 

It must not though that conservation restricts the living standard of the occupants of the old 

building. On the contrary the occupants need to be encouraged to be a port of city 

development. Guild lines and design controls may be helpful for this purpose, which must be 

kept simple. They are useless unless they can be enforced. 

The United States "Standard for Rehabilitation" gives a comprehensive yet straightforward set 

of rules that could be adapted to any historic city, be it in the developed or developing world. 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide compatible use for a property, which 

requires minimum attentions, structure or site and its environment, or to use a property 

for its originally intended purpose. 
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3. 

> 
4. 

5 

7. 

The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure or site and its 

environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material 

or distinctive architectural features should be avoided when possible. 

All buildings, structures and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time. 

Alterations that have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier 

appearance shall be discouraged. 

Changes, which may have taken places in the course of time, are evidence of a history 

and development of a building, structure or site and its environment. These changes 

may have acquired significance in their own might, and this significance shall be 

recognized and respected. 

Distinctive stylish features or examples of skilled craftsmanship, which characterizes a 

building, structure or site, shall be treated with sensitively. 

Deteriorated Architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever 

possible. In the event replacement is necessary, the new material being replaced 

compositions, design, Colour, texture and other visual qualities. Replacement of missing 

architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated 

by historic, physical or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the 

availability of different architectural elements from other buildings or structures. 

The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible. 

Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources 

affected by or adjacent to any project. 
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9. Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall be 

discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, 

architectural or cultural material and such design is compatible with the size, scale, 

colour, material character of the property, neighborhood or environment. 

10. Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a 

Manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the 

essential form and integrity of the structure would be compared. 

(Town planning Review, April 1995) 

3. Adoptive Re- Use 

This is to mean when historically significant structures are adopted to new users through 

conversion to a new function. There is an obvious price to be paid in the adaptation of 

historic buildings in terms of there historical value. Form and function But adaptation in 

many cases with lesser structures may offer the only practical way to maintain any historic 

and cultural significant. 

The adaptation of an old building to a new use will necessitate a through examination of 

the building structure, to ensure that damage does not result from for example, increased 

floor loading or vibration. This may involve supplementing existing structural system. 

Careful attention to detail is vital to make sure colours and textures of new materials are 

appropriate aesthetically, structurally and in relation to modern day demands. 
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Fig 02 Central market 

building, Its conversion to a 

center of small retail units 

4 . Urban design 

Urban design in conserved areas is perhaps the most additive tool assisting the 

development process. Design can be an alternative way of thinking about the city. A fresh 

way of framing a particular urban problem, by rejuvenating the misused spaces of the city. 

Urban design links together existing landmarks, symbols or institutional buildings, which 

were previously unrelated. Correct design solutions make these links and the objects them 

selves more viable socially, economically and architecturally. 
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A historic city has existed by constantly renewing itself, a small part at a time, so that no 

stress is imposed on the citizens who retain their sense of identity and continuity. The 

design of new urban spaces to fit into the environment is an art requiring careful analysis 

of the existing features and a respect for these. However new buildings where necessary 

for the urban texture should be primarily to meet the demands where necessary for the 

urban texture should be primarily to meet the demands of any new uses. 

On a broader sense, urban design falls in to a definite framework. 

An analysis of the city as a set of fairly discrete 'design units' identifiable by the distinctive 

natural or man made character peculiar each. This definition of visual districts indicates the 

qualities of each part of the city which could be enhanced. Urban design guidelines may 

then be formulated under 5 specific areas. 

1 Open spaces and landscaping 

2. Guidelines for streets._ The existing street line .minimum set backs and off 

street parking 

3 For protecting street views and curb views. 

4. Urban design guidelines for the height of buildings. 

5. Urban design guidelines to the bulk of buildings. 

Such an approach, permitting exceptions but offering a consensus view of the particular 

qualities of a city, which each new development should respect, is a more positive 

statement in conservation and development. 

1.4 Urban conservation 

1.4.1 Conservation in urban development 

The term conservation is inappropriately interpreted or used, at least in the development of 

urban areas. It is looked at times, as mere romantic attachment to history; an effort to drag the 

present to fifty or more years back. In short, as an impediment to progressive development 

towards urban megalopolises of the 21 s t century. Preserving historic building here and there is 
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considered an insignificant effort to satisfy the history lovers, which would not greatly intervene 

with the overall development process. 

Some other misconceptions evolved through conservation practice have also been added to 

this. Fitting into the patterns of existing street elevation is another mistaken approach in 

building design in historic urban context. It is widely adopted in urban conservation programs 

as well. Unfortunately, this surface preservation method has devalued the real potentials in 

conservation to a certain extent, by allowing it to be narrowly considered as a superficial 

approach, and thus, less significant in the development process. 

Some other misconceptions evolved through conservation practice have also been added to 

his. Fitting in the patterns of existing street elevation is another mistaken approach in building 

design in historic urban contexts. It is widely adopted in urban conservation programs as well. 

Unfortunately, this surface preservation method has devalued the real potentials in 

conservation to a certain extent, by allowing it to be narrowly considered as a approach, and 

thus less significant in the development process. On the other hand, it is believed that 

conservation is necessary only for the rehabilitation of historic decayed urban fabrics and not 

for recently emerged urban areas. 

These modern urban settlements are considered representations of modern aspirations, and 

centers for growth towards metropolises of future. Conservation is thought as an irrelevant 

term in such context. Further it is again seen as a mere consolidation activity of decayed 

buildings or urban fabric which is devoid of potential for economic growth, except at times, 

connected to moderate levels of tourism. 

This phobia on conservation as hindrance to development needs to be reviewed and 

redefined. Urban conservation is firstly not about dead and deserted historic settlements to be 

excavated 'and consolidated. Rather it is about "living" settlements, about life and its 

sustainance. Perhaps, 'revitalisation' would be better term, hence, it is infusion of vigor in to the 



urban life, its activities, image and structures. Two important characteristics related to the life 

must then be addressed, Change and growth. Conservation must accommodate them. 

Secondly urban life means people and their social life. Conservation should look after the 

physical, social, economic and psychological needs of people in the area concerned. 

Conservation without people for people would not survive. Thirdly, development is seen 

primarily as economic growth and its ambitious, that sky reaching physical manifestation, 

which in turn refers largely to quantitative attributes of development. But conservation, its 

philosophy, principles and practice are essentially woven around the qualitative attribute of 

development. Can conservation therefore further be a hindrance to development. 

1.4 2 Urban conservation and informal sector 

The term conservation is inappropriately interpreted or used, at least in the development of 

urban areas. Then urban conservation is a process, which transforms the historical context of a 

building, or group buildings, or a total built environment with contemporary urban requirements 

with or without assigning suitable new functions to the conserved environment. 

Buchanan at (1971) express in his view: 

" Conservation is not a question of preserving buildings for the sake of 

preservation, It is cherishing all the features from building to atmosphere, which give a 

historic town its value, whilst ensuring at the same that the town does not become a 

dead museum piece but continues as a lively center of human life" 

The function of a building is ceased it became a void. If include new function to this building is 

a delicate issue if the building is to be conserved. The same applies in a historical setting such 

as medieval street, where non of the individual buildings are of any historical value except the 

street as a whole. In this context of a building the most commonest new uses have been 

converting it in to a museum. This approach has been identified as unsuccessful due to lack of 

public enthusiasm on such endeavors. Presently the trend is to assign commercial functions 



It also provides the basis for selection of areas and buildings to be conserved, the types of 

new uses for them, the level of tranquilisation required with in the preserved core, and areas to 

be allocated for future growth. Seasonal cultural events peculiar to these areas also add vigour 

to this new role. 

Preservation of both macro and micro aspects of the past of the historic center is equally 

important here.' Macro levels of history means the important historic events and monuments 

related to them. These becomes the major references for the outsiders and suburb dwellers. 

The micro level of history related to the everyday experiences of the dwellers of the historic 

core itself. For the upliftment of life, their minor associations and interactions with the area 

must also be studied and preserved. The people of the core would not generate a feel for the 

environment and would become objects or exhibits for the visitors. 

In this context, reviatalising historic urban settlements in sir Lanka would not propose greater 

difficulties. One reason for this would be that our living historic urban quarters are not of great 

scale as in other parts of the world. Secondly, most of these areas are considerably intact and 

have not been severely destroyed or grown. Some areas are, of course, being changed and 

modernized, but they can be regenerated. The development activities taking place are road 

winding programs than in-depth involvement. Nevertheless the threat of loosing these are as 

are rapidly increasing. Most of these towns are results of ribbon developments and transport 

routes which play significant role for their existence. Detoured roads, at some places such as 

Ambalangoda and Weligama, have contributed lot to preserving the historic core and allowing 

new centers especially commercial and administrative, to grow around them. Although these 

towns were not designed for modern locomotives, the total tranquilisation of the core seems to 

be an unnecessary step in our context. The transport terminal located just outside the historic 

core of the town has made it a link between the inner residential area region and the transport 

routes. This can be seen as an extension of the traditional notion of 'Kadamandiya' a catalyst 

for social interaction of the village. Many towns are also centers for some seasonal cultural 

events and they can be incorporated in to the revitalization activity. 
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such as Restaurants, handicraft emporiums, etc. which do not seriously jeopardize the 

historical atmosphere but site attracts people within a tolerable limit. 

The informal sectors incorporation in conservation projects is very limited probably due to the 

misconception on the chaos they make. But these negative attitude was adapted by the urban 

redevelopment authority of Singapore in conservation projects, the Singapore Heritage society 

opposed it by arguing that 

"Hawker fairs, indigenous traders, bazaars, stalls and nocturnal activities all contribute to the 

ambience and character of conservation areas, therefore they should be incorporated" 

(Teang, 1991:3) 

moreover, the opportunities for urban conservation in a city can be limited and complex. 

Therefore urban conservation may not an appropriate method to find accommodation 

possibilities for the Informal sector in Bangkok continue with the informal sector for 

pedestrianization of a street. Following case study demonstrates the feasibility of incorporating 

informal sector in an urban conservation project. 

Fig 03 - Accommodation of informal sector in the conservation plan of the Marliobore street 

(Source: Sugiana, 1984:44) 
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1.5 Conservation is a dynamic process contributed on a life and change. 

Infusing life into historic core of an urban area can be manipulated to reenergize the life of 

peripheral areas of the locality. This potential is very much important in revitalisation programs 

because it will support the sustenance of the preserved core. Here, the historic core should 

become a socializing center, a gathering place for the celebration of community life for the 

periphery and the suburbs. At the same time, the core can be a link between different zones of 

the locality- modern commercial zone, administration zone, transport terminal and inner 

residential regions. 

This historic core thus 

becomes the hub of the 

social and cultural 

interaction. It will then never 

be dead. 1 This intrigative 

value of the core provides 

the role that these historic 

buildings and sites should 

play in the contemporary 

society. 

Fig -04 pakistan cultural group 
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Even the urban form and architecture of these towns, in most cases, development schemes 

must be there fore redrawn taking these conservation issues into consideration. Conservation 

contains enormous potential for development. It can guide the impact of urbanisation explosion 

of population, technology and economy, and secure the wise use of resources available. It also 

protects the heritage -both natural and man-made, and the social integrity. It is a dynamic 

process concerned on life and change. It should not capture its extent. It offers a wider 

perspective. 

1.5.1 conservation precedes tourism 

Conservation is a separate and prior activity that prepares the way for tourism development. If 

conservation planning successful, then acceptable dignified and profitable tourism will follow by 

setting, the right tone conservation can contribute to the financial and social progress of a 

country in partnership with tourism. 

Once conservator have defined the 

limitations of visitor access to a site, 

tourism professionals can help to 

attract visitors, manage their stay and 

generate income for the continued 

conservation, protect, interpretation 

and maintenance of the site. 

> 

Fig - 0 5 The world 

renowned Taj Mahal 



It is not easy to create such a balance, especially because conservation and tourism are in 

may 

Infusing life into the historic core of an urban area can be manipulated to re energizing the life 

of respects'opposite kinds of endeavors. Conservators preserve and tourists consume. There 

is a way to create a bridge between the two. 

Concluding Remarks 

This chapter discussed about Heritage and conservation principles and methodologies. How to 

conservation is contributed to successful urban development. In addition to that how to 

incorporate"he informal economic activities in urban conservation project. Finally it gives 

conclusion,, about "conservation is more meaningful phenomenon considering the urban 

conservation. 



CHAPTER TWO 



2. CONSERVATON AND ITS APPLICATION IN THE CONTEXT 

Introduction 

Participating of the society in protecting and preserving the monuments is considered as a 

moral duty of the society. Recognition of the monument as a common heritage marks a turning 

point in formulation of modern protection attempts, enhancing links between man and heritage 

and making its protection a moral duty. 

Yet before the unending souci -cultural needs people tend to disregard this moral duty for the 

sake of overcoming their needs. Thus policies, rules and regulations on conserve have 

become a necessary for to manage, guide and make the society aware of the heritage values. 

2.1 Conservation and social values 

The evolution of the concept of heritage helps to understand that is depends basically on a 

value system. Conservation of heritage is primarily a cultural problem, closely linked to the 

morals of people. 

In order to practice a successful conservation policy, participation of the public in general is 

vital. "Their participation depends on the moral duty to protect the urban heritage". In multi

cultural contexts such as post colonial is something difficult to succeed. (Munasinghe h 1998) 

In many such societies general public is conditioned by colonialism to think that they have no 

right to participate in decision making. Many people determine the heritage value by the use 

value of it therefore to keep the monument in authentic from may not desired. 

" Heritage is history processed through mythology, ideology, nationalism, local pride, 

romantic ideas or just plain marketing in to a commodity." (sctwuten 1995 21) 
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As individual attitudes differ within the society their acceptance of heritage falls on an 

intellectual scale. Symbolical representations heritage will not be strong enough for each and 

every person as a value for its protection. And will tend to use its space as a commodity, will 

threatened the significance of the monument unable to satisfy their contemporary spatial needs 

out of the preserved built spaces people tend to change and harm the monuments depreciating 

its value. This has become a crucial issue in preserving the monuments by allowing them for 

use instead of keeping as a museum object. 

2.2 Legislative structure and rules. 

The legislative structure of Sri Lanka is a direct hand down from the colonial' rule, thus there 

are many legal concepts that do not coincide with the local value system. The revisions 

introduced after independence have not been able to close the gaps due to the continuing 

schism between policy makers and the public. However, scrutinizing the major acts that frame 

the legislative structure is needed to examine the current state of urban Conservation in terms 

of the potentials of these acts. 

The three major acts of parliament, the Antiquities ordinance No. 9 of 1940, Central Cultural 

fund Act No. 57 of 1980 and the cultural property Act No. 73 of 1988, deal with the protection 

of cultural heritage. None of then are designed 4o deal with urban heritage. The Antiquities 

Ordinance of 1940 defines "monument" as " any temple, Church Building, Monument 

or other structure or erection, or any tomb, tumulus or other place of interment or any other 

immovable property of a like nature or any part of remains of the same" 

(Antiquities Ordinance No. 9 of 1940) 

It emphasizes intrinsic merits such as historic, religious, aesthetic and reflects the colonialists' 

way of emphasizing materialistic values order cultural values. The protection of them will 

basically depends on the materials values. Clause 18 empowers the minister of notify any 
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monument through the Gazette as a protected monument, based on the fact that it was built 

before the British rule. 

" The minister may by order in writing declare that any specified monument which dates or is 

be lived to date from a period prior to the 1 s t day of January 1850, Shall Be domed to be an 

ancient monument for the purpose of this Ordinance" (Section 16-1 ) 

This has not considered the historic and cultural significance built during the colonial era. Also 

the clause 18 clearly shows that the declaration of monument may not be welcomed by its 

ow3ner and a rift between the users and authorities is possible and still it is the duty of the 

commissioner to declare it against his will. As, such the ordinance implies that this declaration 

may fail to get the co-operation of the people. It declaration is carried out, the owner has to 

come to an agreement with the commissioner that the no work on the monument will be 

undertaken without written permission from the latter. 

Clause 24 recommends that any building activity, mining Oe quarrying is restricted within a 

prescribed distance of the declared monument. By identifying the need to protect the context 

for potential endangerment, monument is fenced off from the social life, and protected as a 

'museumized object'. 

The other acts deals with conservation are the National Environment Act and the coast 

conservation Act, whereas the Rent Act has an impact on historic urban fabric. Each of these 

acts have established government agencies to carry out their legal duties, but there has been 

no attempt to bring them under a common roof in order to provide the best protection. They 

use the conservation principles recommended in the international charters extensively. Their 

'Euro Centric' value system has aggravated social injustice, and resulted in labeling heritage 

as a belonging of 'elite". 

(Munasinghe 1998, 95) 
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The authority, UDA is created to supersede the Dept. of town and country planning, and has 

formulated a set of set of building regulations for the enhancement of areas with special 

architectural interest or special characters of the urbanscape striking a balance between 

conservation and development. 

Clause 37 recommends " if any premises or areas or monuments not covered by the 

antiquities Ordinance is in the opinion of the authority (UDA) of historical or architectural 

interest, the authority may give direction as it deems fit for conservation of such buildings, 

groups of buildings or monuments as the case may be". (UDA Law No. 41 of 1978. Amended 

by Act No. 70 of 1979 and Act No. 4 of 1982) 

( Sri Lanka Government publications 1983 P.1) 

The UDA Law lacks the clarity in identifying conservation area, thus incapable of striking a link 

with the rest of the city. As a result, applications have not been consistent. The UDA prepares 

the 

developments plans irrespective of the cultural significance of cities, promoting market values 

The monuments in urban context are transferred to the purview of the Dept, of Archeology that 

protect them as isolated objects. As a whole, the values of the urban heritage, in terms of its 

capacity to reinforce the phenomenological Values, is not identified at all. 

Colombo fort is one of the urban quarters that has lost its essence due to this. The fort is 

necessarily a layered urbanscape that witness diversification of a culture. The UDA's policies 

have not respected such cultural values of the urban fabric, even though the stereoscopes are 

identified for protection. Having noted the fort's potentials as the commercial heart, a 

substantial part of the culturally. Rich urban fabric is satisfied for new commercial functions. 

The preserved monuments have lost their existence, and its dissolved urban form has lost the 

distinctive urban characters. 

A to attract investment. 

(Munasinghe H. 1998) 
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2.3 The Context 

Context is a complex concept. Yet awareness of it becomes most essential and 

is the primary aspect in designing buildings. 

As Tugnutt (1978 - 70) explains, 

"The context or the ambient conditions or the surrounding is a factor that we 

could be aware of constantly when thinking of a building". 

(Tugnutt.etal 1978-70) 

Context can be divided into two categories namely wider context and local context. 

Wider Context 

The geographical setting of a town and its relationship to the rest of district province 

and the country, town's origin and the Original purpose historical growth and present functions, 

social -cultural and economical background main activities are the factors contributing to form 

the wider context. Understanding of it is necessary to make awareness on the local context. 

Local context. 

The immediate Surrounding of a building can be that considered as local context and 

due consideration given to it can help to maintain a character of a town. Responding to the 

locality and other non physical forces the context can be divided physical and non physical 

context and it will be dealt further under the following sub topics. 
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2.3.1 Physical context. 

Physical features (natural and manmade) determine the physical context. Earth is 

full of such features which are governed by unknown forces of the universe such as earth 

slips, earth quakes, volcano eruptions etc. which change the physical features on earth . for 

man, spaces created by them become centers of his world. 

Those features of enclosed spaces make places meaningful each and every feature is 

linked with one another. Continuing the wholeness, essence of the place with it. 

Physical Context Consists of 

(a) Topography 

(b) Cosmic Order 

(c) Character 

(a) Topography 

Topography simply means place description, it gives an idea about physical 

Configuration of a place . In other words it is the surface relief. Variation of it creates 

directions - paths, and it define enclosed spaces. Topography further consists of the 

following. 

(b) Cosmic Order 

Being on earth always means being under the sky. Sun decides many things on 

earth . It decides moods of the sky too. It changes the weather, quality of light and colour, 

quality of the breeze, humidity levels etc. it can be called as the climate which decides the 

architecture the place need. 
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(c) Character 

Character is determined by how things are and it denotes the general atmosphere, 

which is the most comprehensive property of any place. Thus any real presence is 

intimately linked with the character. Natural and man made things both posses 

character is a conception of spaces according to how they are being arranged. It does 

not exist physically but essentially a result of physical arrangement of spaces and 

detailed elements. It becomes a quality when man experiences it. 

Component of Character 

Composition, 

Scale 

Rhythm 

Texture 

Stance 

Composition The three dimensional arrangement of the physical elements of a person, a 

place or an entity . This also can be termed as form. 

Scale . Scale is affected by the relative sizes of the existing features and built up 

places in the locality .This is to a greater extent, enhances the qualities of a 

place. Man perceives things easily when the scale is perceivable It makes him 

easy to understand, relate and develop familiarity towards the places. 

Rhythm Rhythm connotes a space - time experience and is related to the proportioning 

of physical environment in all respects. Rhythm is a function of proportions of 

space. It how the elements have organized or composed. 
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Texture Texture is the property which signifies the roughness Smoothness 

coarseness - Fineness of a surface , rather an enclosure planes which 

creates the tactile and light reflective qualities of space. 

Stance Stance as a component of character of a physical environment can be called 

as the setup of a place or a thing in certain attitudes . This is resembled by 

the relationship between the particular place or an element and its 

surrounding. 

2.3.2 Non Physical context 

Non physical context is comprised of intangible components. Yet they are visible through the 

built forms. The non-physical context comes into being when man begins to perceive the 

physical context. The mans conceptions and their resultant expressions of a place are the out 

come of the non-physical context. Non physical context comprised of 

(a)Historical Context 

A decision about what to remember and protect is based on the historical values of the 

individuals or the society.that is tied up with the place. It is on this context the built 

environment continues the past to the future. 

(b)Social and Cultural Context 

In architecture it is the people who decide the place they live in. their values, attitudes 

and inherent desires are based on the social and cultural background of the society. 

This gives a unique character to each society and their architectural forms. 
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(b) Economy 

Not only the values and attitudes but also the economic status matters a lot in creating 

spaces. The use of new materials and technology depends on the economic 

affordability of a person in the contemporary world. 

(c) Memory 

Both personal memories (where we have come from and where we have dwelt) and 

the collective or social memories interconnected with histories of the families, 

neighbors and ethnic communities give rise to form places, Place memory can be 

used to help trigger social memory. 

" An alert and alive memory connects spontaneously with place , 

finding in it features that favor and parallel its own activities. We might even say that 

memory is naturally place • oriented or at least place - supported". 

(Casey S. Edward • p. 46) 

Place memory encapsulates the human ability to connect with both the built and natural 

environments that are entwined in the cultural landscape. It is the key to the power of historic 

places to help citizens define their public pasts. 

(d) ' Ideas, perceptions and memories 

As social relationship are intertwined with spatial perception human attachment to 

places is defined as a psychological process similar to an infants attachment to 

parental figure. 

(e) Human activities 

Man and his activities become more important in creating the built environment as it is 

meant if for man himself .The experiences of activities, happenings become 

meaningful 
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based on the assigned social cultural and historical values pertaining to them and 

based on the pleasure derived from them. 

Creation of space is an outcome. Of the physical and non physical context. In many of the 

conservation and reuse projects the existing physical context cannot be changed according to 

the intangible non physical context as in a fresh design. Therefore there is a conflict - a 

contextual conflict. 

2.4. Place making and contextual conflict 

2.4.1 Contextual conflict as a loss of place and place making. 

Place is normally understood by its geographical setting and is an outcome of physical and 

non physical context. Place comprised of three essential components. Physical context, 

people and their functional expressions thrash experiences. 

The same idea has been presented by several order scholars and according to H I . Garnham 

(1941) the major components of identify of a place are. 

• Physical features and appearances 

• . Observable activities and functions 

• Meaning and Symbols 

According to canter (1977) three constituents of place are the concepts, physical properties 

and the activities 
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It can be clearly seen, though discussing under different themes, they have all 

identified certain common derivatives of place which can rightfully claimed as the 

constituents of place which are. 

(1) A Location 

(2) An Activity 

(3) A meaning 

The significance of these constituents is that they contribute collectively in the happening of 

places and it can be clearly stated that, without the contribution of any of these constituents a 

place does not happen. And these constituents of place it can be seen bear their own 

characteristics and attributes. 

Location suggests a suitable position in terms of its suitability for a particular purpose. Location 

provides the counter for an activity to happen. 
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Places happen due to subjective personal experiences related to locations and happenings in 

them . In other worlds one may engage in activities directly and thus may appropriate spaces 

as the activity is carried out. Thus man actively or passively participate in these happenings as 

places are generated in relation to them . Or else he may observe the happenings as well as 

the spaces in which they take place and builds memories, attachments in relation to them. 

The meaning, the other constituent of the place, can be explained as the essence derived 

from the inter - relationship between the other two constituents, as a totality of experience. 

However it is the experience filtered through subjective variables such as personal, cultural 

attitudes and values. 

As described earlier activity and meaning relates to the non physical context while the location 

is the physical context. 

When the attributes of the triangular relationship is at utmost balance, where no component 

overpowers the other the total experience becomes authentic, pure and enriching "place" 

become a higher level of human experience which contributes to an extensive quality of that 

space - place which can be said to posses a 'spirit'. 

Or else when the attributes are not in a balanced state or in conflict a 'place' will not be 

formulated and man tends to elude his grasp with the space. 

2.4.2 Place and its significance in conservation 

For to make a ' space' inhabited it should be turned into a 'place'. 

"Place is a concept which reflects the fact that a Physical space is often 

imbued with Symbolic qualities which go beyond the physical elements". 

(Dayarathna 1995.25) 
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Place is the space where man find his life exists. With it he creates many experiences and 

expressions. Awareness of the link between 'place' and human existence can be used to 

facilitate the conservation approaches of living monuments. The most important aspect of a 

living monument should be its capacity to enable continuous place making. 

(Munasinghe H 1998) 

"...the spaces where life occurs are place in the true sense of the words". 

(Norbeg sculz 1980.5) 

Therefore in conservation programs reusing should be attempted to capture those "many 

places" hidden in a space. 

2.4.3 Placemaking 

'Place' as discussed earlier is constitute by physical context, activities and meaning of which 

the meaning plays a significant role in the users point of view. And a place it is observed 

becomes meaningful to people through association or experiencing. 

Place it can be seen, happens only when a particular activity becomes meaningful to its users. 

A place is born in the mind of the person. Who uses space, as a result of his emotions, and 

responses in the association of it. In this sense place can be viewed as situations which cannot 

be designed, built or consulted to completion. The only are enabled. 

Thus 'place making' in this study is viewed as making or enabling places to happen. Context 

for places to happen can be created by introducing suitable activity to a significant location or 

by providing a suitable environment for significant activity to happen. Individual places 

enabled, as a collection would give rise to a significant larger place a 'setting' or a 'town'. 



Concepts related to place 

Deep rooted attitudes and ideas concerning place exists in human mind and give birth 

to many concepts related to it. 

Place and placelessness 

It isn't easy to create places. Places are the significant centers of one's immediate 

experiences of the world, with full of meanings. Places ensure individual and communal 

identity and they are profound centers of human existence. So people develop deep emotions 

and emotional and psychological bonds with places. 

Environments without significant spaces and places unable to emphasis its significance is 

described as placelessness. Those places lose their identity and people couldn't develop deep 

emotional bonds with them. It is needed to be repeated that places should be identified with it's 

essence - the spirit - and capture it and concretized in the process of place making. 

Sense of place 

Sense of place is simply the ability to recognize different places and different identities 

of place. A certain feature or detail of the context or the manifestation of people's attitudes 

through the physical framework may register themselves more than another as such, and since 

different places may have such different objects, people's grasping of such may differ from 

place to place, which becomes a sense of place. 

Sensing the lived place is important for one to know his place on earth, to relate himself with 

it and to make their own dreams and imaginations relating to the past and to the future. 

Maintaining the man's sense of place do not depend on the preservation of old places. 
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'The possibilities for maintaining and reviving man's sense of place do not lie 

in the preservation of old places - that would museumisation". 

(Ralph e. 1976: p 145) 

The sense of place never gets completed in its physical attributes alone. It becomes a 

completion only in one's experienced felt or lived - in world. 
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2.5 Examples of application 

2.5.1 International example 

2.5.1.1 Ajantha - India 

Ajantha as a natural fortress of prayer which was developed jointly by the Buddhists, Brahmins 

and jains. The value of Ajantha is the many -rock cut caves, the fine sculptures and the 

extremely delicate paintings. 

Prevention to' haphazard development in holy sanctuaries of the painted caves be achieved 

sensitively utilized, these monuments. They consider about increase in visitors, how could this 

environmental hazard affect the world treasure in terms of ware and tare, moisture, refuse and 

pollution of all kind. 

The philosophy of the whole exercise was to ware at the visitor both mentally physically, by 

providing all sorts of intellectual and attractive distractions that educated and enlightened the 

rock caves. 

Fig -06 World famous 
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tourists to a better understanding of the caves and finally providing only a single peep into the 

treasured holy of holes. In this regard, plenty of tourist and scientific devices of virtual reality 

performances, museum, lecture demonstrations and exhibitions were all to be provided along 

with these, areas of rest and recreation, good food restaurants were all to be made readily 

available. Finally, when the visitors approached the sacred monuments, the visitors were 

psychologically exhausted, so that, they would willing restrict their visit to one or two of the 30 

or more cause of antiquity. 

2.5.1.2 The .walled city, Lahore 

The walled city of Lahore, whose founding dates some 8000 years ago, is a vital dynamic part 

of the economic composition of this northern Pakistan metropolis. Capital of Pan jab state in 

India before the partition creating Pakistan and dividing the region half, Lahore is a rapidly 

expanding city with a cultural and political life whose impact is felt through out the country. 

Lahore's historic importance strategically located on the route of caravans and invasions from 

the west. It reflections in the number and richness of architectural vestiges from the past. 

Open emanating from a verity of religious or sub cultures that coexisted or succeeded one 

another :Hindu, Muslim, Sikh etc. 

Many of these monuments are situated are within the confines of the Old Walled city, and 

includes temples, school and vast residences. A large number of which have been abandoned 

at the partinon) 

Over the centuries the population of the walled City has dwindled from a peak of 5000 

inhabitants in the 18 th century to some 260,000, today. However there is a continuing 

commercial vitality in the old district, Which has both positive and negative ramifications. The 

production and exchange of goods encourages people to remain there although the social 
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composition has changed with the poorest class replacing the weather ones that have moved 

out of the old city. Both manufacture and commerce bring the need for adequate. Appropriate 

spaces to meet contemporary needs. On the negative side, thus vitality has endangered the 

existing building stoke and especially the monuments. 

The result was a sense of 

proposed strategies to be 

perused in upgrading , 

renovating and preserving 

the physical environment 

and services of the Walled 

city. 

Fig - 07 general view of one of the 

under streets in the bazaar of the 

walled city 

2.5.2 Local Examples 

2.5.2.1 Kataragama sacred city 

Kataragama is the multi religious place, which is going to every kind of people in once a year. 

With the passing of time things started to improve and with the increase of the pilgrims 
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population. The place got gradually commercialized. As usual the commercialization brought 

with it all forms corruption and vices. 

So that money becomes the 

vital factor which governed 

the rest of the activities in 

font of the maha devale and 

along the maha veediya 

commercial establishments 

sprang up various catering 

to the ever increasing pilgrim 

population. Temporary 

sheds make shift hotels sold 

any thing from pooja witti to 

food, beverages and even 

accommodation 

Fig - 08 Informal sector accommodates 

under the trees. 

According to that informal and formal sector economic activities give large amount of changers 

in the built and natural environment sacred city of kataragama. The pilgrims camp under trees 

on the banks of manic ganga or stayed in the 'Madama" which in facts was temporary, that 

ched huts without even the basic amenities even that were few. At that time the surrounding 

area was jungle and activities were limited to the immediate precincts of the devale. 

Growth in population, economic environment, development of transportation and 

communication systems due to modern technology resulted in a rapid increase in the number 

of pilgrims demanding satisfactory accommodations, catering facilities and other infrastructure 

services, also in that area vices such as burglary, prostitution and illicit sale of liquor etc 
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thrived. The declaration of a sacred area in 1956 was a step long overdue and its development 

decided to develop this area into an abode, where real goods linger and the devotees free to 

worship them in peace and harmony. 

According to the approved sacred city scheme Kataragama all secular buildings situated on 

the left bank of Menic ganga were removed and only the existing religious shrines and 

buildings ancillary to them were permitted to remain. 

Fig - 0 9 All the secular 

activities separated from the 

commercial activities. 

Later developments 

In 1987- Gam udawa 

ceremony was held at 

Kataragama, because of this 

many changers took place 

and development to the 

whole of Kataragama area 

including its neighboring 

places were carried out. 

Fig - 10 Path way in Kirivehera , permanent shelter 

Provided for informal activities 

Many changes were done in the new town. The bus stand is located in a new place, public 

buildings and wide roads were construct a permanent fence around the sacred area. 
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These later developments facilitate the improvement of roads, electricity, water services, 

sewerage disposal system and other infra structural services as well as super structural 

services.The town and country planning department carried out the Gamudawa scheme. 

Concluding remarks 

Conservation and social values and its legislative structure was explained in the second 

chapter, and explained context, rules and regulations, how to relate present situation. And also 

discussed about place making. 
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CHAPTER THREE 



3.0 THE P R O B L E M S AND P R O S P E C T S OF ESTABLISHING INFORMAL ACTIVITIES IN 

HERITAGE SITES. 

Introduction 

This chapter is concentrated on the informal sector in general, which relates to heritage sites, 

its impact on urban built environment and how to contribute sustainable heritage development. 

3.1 Heritage sites and visitor facilities 

Many kind of visitors travel to the heritage sites for various kinds of purposes. Some people 

come for the, there religious value of that heritage city. Some are come for get relaxation or get 

knowledge about different kind of cultures in own country or foreign country. Every site attracts 

particular kind of visitors . they have different interests, may speak different languages and 

have different motivations for visiting the site. Some are on a patriotic journey, others are on 

pilgrimage, .and some come out of curiosity, others to make another check mark on a present 

list of conquests. Some come out of a lifelong wish, others come to be off the beaten track. 

People from every walk of life and every disposition will visit the site. For the purpose of 

interpretation and education. It is useful to think of the visitors according to the following 

categories. It is best to provide for their various expectations. 

According to that visitors can be divided mainly four types. 

* Pilgrims 

* School children 

* Local tourist 

* Foreign tourists 

Pilgrim population 

Some visitors will come to the site, because there is religious value. Pilgrims can be local or 

foreign. Some times they have heard about it or have read a little about it in a tour book or any 
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other media. Generally they have some knowledge about it. They will be seeking a more 

comprehensive presentation of the site which provides them with a general understanding of 

its place in international, national and local historic contexts. These pilgrims can be more tired. 

School children 

The site is likely to be visited by many school students. Depending on their educational level, a 

separate interpretative program will be required for them. The program must focus on a few 

essential few essential lessons, provide comprehensible written materials, and capacity to 

concentrate. So as not to disturb other visitors, school groups can be scheduled for visits 

separately and provided with separate introductory centers. 

Local tourist 

A small segment of above visitors will be people who have been brought to the site as part of a 

package tour or group outing. They come with little, if any advance understanding of the site 

and are often there just because this is where the bus brought them. They are often more 

interested in the amenities-where can I get some thing to drink, where are the toilets, where 

can I sit down and where is the gift shop like that. They should be made to feel welcome and 

encouraged to experience the site. 

Foreign tourist 

They come for these sites as religious value or get knowledge about such cultures. Some 

visitors will come well prepared and familiar with the site. They know before arriving many of 

the sites features and attractions they especially want to experience first hand. They will not 

usually want to be rushed, they may want visit the site at their own pace rather than with an 

organized group, they may spend extended periods visiting, studying and photographing a few 

44 



significant elements. They will be interested in looking at and purchasing special publications 

concerning the site that are not readily available in other outlets. 

3.2.1 Visitor amenities and services. 

Visitor satisfaction is the consequence of thoughtful planning problems must be anticipated 

and solved ahead of time. There are two steps to this process. 

1. Amenities- the careful, subtle, gracious additional details that give the visitor a heightened 

sense of friendship pleasure and joy. 

2. Services - the anticipation of the obvious, meeting the minimal expectations of any visitor. 

These amenities and services can be provide formally or informally. One way of looking at 

amenities is the attempt to solve problems with style. This might include the graphics on signs, 

the selection of trees, shrubs and flowers, the alignment of paths, the placement of lamps, 

benches and chairs. All sites need a parking lot. 

Site administrators are managing renowned historic sites which most probably had some kind 

of amenity,, trees paved paths, entrance portals, a garden or a pond and running water. 

Recapturing or restoring these original landscape amenities is essential and will add to the 

depth of the visitor's experience. When discussed the visitor services, some amenities will be 

modern intrusions: lights, signs, benches, and drinking fountains. Contemporary trees and 

shrubs can also be used in the area. They were part of the historic fabric. They must be a 

sense of fit to what is introduced. 

Accommodations 

Visitors to cultural sites require the provision of a range of accommodations, from luxury 

related hotels to campgrounds. The type of cultural site being administered- a historic city, a 

single urban monuments, a palace complex or an archeological site require that a Varity of 
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considerations be given to the policies and practices to be followed in accommodating visitors 

on overnight stays. 

Unless a site is remote and difficult to travel, the hotel, guest houses, hostels and camping 

facilities should be provided by the private sector or related government agencies. These 

should be at locations off and away from the site. Site can be a complex, expensive and time 

consuming when planning for financing, developing operating and maintaining such facilities 

within the sites. 

Hotels 

The site of any such hotel facility will have to be determined by the number of visitors likely to 

seek its accommodations and the capacity of the site to support such a facility. The location 

and design of any hotel facility within a needs careful attention in the sites master plan. This is 

especially important not only in aesthetic terms but also in terms of access. 

Guest houses and hostels 

Smaller and less heavily visited sites may accommodate visitors in small-scale guesthouses or 

hotels. For providing this small scale of facilities, people can arrange suitable place with in their 

home, people who are living close to the site. They can arrange two or three beds with other 

facilities within own houses. It provide to help user comfort and effective to increase their 

economic structure. 

Camping 

In many countries, a high percentage of visitors will utilize camping as their means of 

individual, family or group accommodation. A remote site may require the provision of such 

facilities. A maximum number of campsites should determine and then rigidly adhered to buy 
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use of an advance reservation system if required. Camping facilities that can properly 

accommodate automobiles, frailer and large mobile touring vans require more sophisticated 

services: gasoline, oil and other fuel facilities, sewage disposal hook ups for vehicle systems 

and public toilet, shower and laundry facilities. To be operated in an environmentally safe 

manner, these require proper water supply and sewage disposal systems. 

Public services 

A cultural site having visitors will require a variety of public services in order to function in an 

enjoyable, safe and sanitary manner. The following services need to be considered. 

Portable drinking water 

Public drinking fountains, dispensing a potable water supply, should be readily available to 

visitors in the vicinity of the site entrance, at food services facilities and in the vicinity of the 

public toilet-facilities fountains should be clearly identified by standard international graphic 

symbols. 

Toilets 

An adequate number of men and women's toilet facilities should be available for visitors. In 

many instances the number of such required facilities will be governed by the applicable local 

building regulations. They should generally be located in the vicinity of the entrance food 

services facilities and at large sites, located at convenient places throughout the site. It is 

acceptable to locate such facilities within a historic structure that lends itself to such an 

adaptive use public toilets should be clearly identified by using standard international graphic 

symbols. 
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In many countries it is an accepted practice to charge a small fee for the use of these facilities. 

These fees help pay for their maintenance and cleanliness. 

Food service 

It may be necessary to provide on site food services for visitors. It can be operated large scale 

or small scale and involve to developed home-based activities in considerable area. Under the 

trees or small huts or table can be help to arrange above food services informally. Such 

services might be provided either by staff hired by the site or by a contracted commercial food 

company. 

The services might range from beverage and snake facilities to a full service restaurant. Any 

such services will have to meet local health and sanitation requirements and will be subject to 

regular inspection and approved by governing public authorities. 

The location of such facilities should be both convenient for the visitor and for ease of access 

by both the. staff and the required service vehicles. In sites with a surplus of individual historic 

buildings or unused spaces within historic buildings, it may be appropriate and viable to adapt 

these buildkigs, it may be appropriate and viable to adapt these buildings and or spaces for 

food service uses. 

Public telephones 

Visitors should have access to public pay telephones. Generally they should be located at the 

entrance and rear food services and toilet facilities 
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Emergency medical service 

Basic emergency medical service kits should be available at the sites administrative 

headquarters for large sites, these kits might be appropriately maintained at several locations 

throughout the site. Such training is often available through local chapters of the Red Cross or 

local public emergency service. 

Postal 

It a site is sufficiently busy, it may be desirable to have a small postal station to sell stamps and 

accept the posting of mail. This facility should be conveniently located near the main entrance 

or in proximity to the gift and sales facility. A postal facility will require easy access for servicing 

by postal vehicles, should also be designed in a manner that is sensitive and respective of the 

sites architectural and historic character. 

Trash receptacles 

Well designed and durable receptacles should be conveniently placed throughout the site. 

They should be labeled with the accepted international symbol for trash receptacles and ,if 

necessary in the most commonly used languages by visitors. 

Garbage removal and disposal 

One or more central garbage collection points will be required at sites. These points should be 

located away from visitors, and screened by appropriate fences or landscape treatments. They 

should also be at a location when it is easy for large trucks to gain access to the site to remove 

the accumulated garbage without disruption to the visitors. 
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Business retailing 

Most visitors expect to be able to view select and purchase something during a visit to a 

cultural site. The decisions relating to selling commercial items at a cultural site. What is sold, 

who sells itand what happens to the profits are all-important considerations. 

Concentrations of visitors serve as a magnet to attract individual vendors. A policy needs to be 

established and used which allows or restricts vendors from the site. If vendors are not allowed 

on the site, it is advisable that the site administrators work with the local surrounding 

governmental jurisdiction to insure some degree of control over their working locations and 

facilities outside of the site boundaries. A lack of controls can result in an unattractive and 

unappealing environment surrounding the major and busiest entrances to the site. 

If vendors are allowed on the site, experience shows that the site administrator must license 

them to ensure control over their numbers, merchandise sold, time of operation, term of 

licensure, access fee, and profit sharing. The total number of individual vendors should be 

limited if vehicles are to be allowed moveable vans or wagons and or temporary stalls, the 

allowed on to the site by the administration. 

At those sites where a fee is charged to gain entrance, proper and adequate facilities will be 

required to collect the admission fee and provide the entrance ticket most ticketing sites will be 

located at the entrance to the site. Their location should be clearly visible and well marked for 

all arriving visitors. Most sites will experience significant variations in the number of visitors 

during the course of the year. This will be influenced by factors such as prevailing, 

• Weather condition 

• Week end 

• School holiday periods 

Ticketing 
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• Religious festival dates 

A careful estimate of this variation is numbers should be made in advance planning for a site. 

This procedure will have a major influence in the design of various facilities required to 

accommodate visitors, bus, auto drop-off spaces and parking, toilet facilities etc. After an initial 

period of operation, this statistical variation in visitor patterns should be studied for any 

possible influences. It may have in site planning, programming, staffing and budgeting. 

3.1.3 Visitor education facilities in Heritage sites. 

Reception and visitor orientation center 

As a basic element, the site should have a visitor reception and orientation center. Here the 

visitor first steps to purchase an admission ticket secure a guidebook and or brochure and view 

an introductory site exhibit. 

Printed information 

Advertisements 

Advertisements are often the first element in the visitors interpretative experience. Travel 

magazines, newspapers, trade journals and an radio and television are often the way in which 

many visitors first learn of the site and become interested in visiting it. 
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3.2 Formal-and informal activities 

3.2.1 Definitions 

The activities of people can be identified as formal and informal. Formal activity has a definite 

framework that comes from past experiences of the people. The things, which are doing in 

accordance with rules and conventions, are formal things. The space required for this formal 

activities are called formal space, and the formal spaces are also arranged in accordance with 

rules and conventions. They have a kind of discipline and or order. 

Informal activities have completely opposite characters they need not a definite way to active. 

They are breaking the conventions and rules. They are leisurely done with more freedom, and 

have not formal discipline. 

L.S.R. Perera explains, 

A dualistic classification of urban economy has introduced in the early 

70s. according to that, the sector which is enumerated, large scale, capital intensive and 

wage earnings was, defined as "formal sector" and uneneumerated, self employed 

people which mainly provide a livelihood for new people which mainly provide a 

livelihood or new entrants to the city, defined as the informal sector. 

(L.S.R. Perera, 1994) 

The urban- informal sector that has been understood as small-scale units producing and 

distributing goods and services, and consisting largely of independent, self employed 

producers in urban areas of developing countries. The informal sector producers and workers 

are generally unorganized, informal sector manifest, itself in different ways in different 

countries, different cities within the same country, even in different parts of the same city. 
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3.2.2 Characteristic of formal and informal activities 

Hart's terminology was adopted by a mission to Kenya organized by the international labour 

office. It argued that the formal sector provided a wide range of low cost, labour intensive 

competitive goods and services, and recommended that the Kenya Government should 

promote the informal sector. The report characterised the two sectors in the following 

terms.(110,1972:7) Informal activities are not confined to employment on the periphery of the 

man towns,, to particular occupations or even to economic activities rather, informal activities 

are the way.of doing things, characterized by, 

*Ease of entry 

'Reliance on indigenous resources 

'Family ownership of enterprises 

*Small scale of operation 

*Labour intensive and adapted technology 

'Skills acquired outside the formal school system 

'UN- regulated and competitive markets 

The characteristics of formal sector activities are the obverse of these namely. 

'Difficult entry 

'Frequent reliance on overseas resources 

'Corporate ownership 

'Large scale of operation 

'Capital intensive and often imported technology 

'Formally acquired skills, often expatriate 

'Protected markets. 
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3.3 Evolution of urban informal sector 

In poor countries, the majority of city dwellers are unable to sell their labour to established 

public or private sector organizations, because of the scarcity of opportunities, they , therefore 

shell their labour, individually or with others, through less secure means, commonly known as 

the "Informal sector" 

Harper. M, explains, 

Towns and cities are above all, income-generating projects, people may find 

better health care, education sanitation or even entertainment when they live in urban 

areas. But the basic reason for most people to come to or to stay in a town is the need 

to earn their living. 

(Harper.M, ;page 143) 

Then population rate is increased, and wants to earn the money for their living. Then originates 

that informal sector as opposed to formal sector According to the location on their operations 

the informal sector can be identified under three categories. 

1. street operated 

2. Business location operated 

3. Home based operated enterprises 

Above three categories of informal sector mostly integrated with the towns, schools, factory, 

religious premises kind of place. 

3.4. Place and application in informal activities. 

The street 'operated informal sector been occupied, the city streets and circulation routes, 

gained the most advantageous position of customer attraction. But the place that they 

occupied is not meant or allocated for the street hawker. The pressing need and the growing 

problem is the lack of space, in city centers for their smooth operation of business activities. 
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There fore no proper identity or legally owned places for them. Most of the informal sector 

activities are carried out in temporary structures. 

The temporary kind of activities and structuring developed along streets and squares becoming 

spatial extensions of principle paths of human activity. The spatial organization has taken place 

in various forms in the streetscape 

1 .Linear developments 

occurred along pavements 

near main roads; this 

development is parallel to the 

main lines of activity. The use 

of arcades of permanent 

building can be use for these 

activities. 

2.Those that were within enclosed, but well related blocks of land connected to main streets or 

central areas. 
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3. Street corners / nodes and junctions which high 

development as access was form all directions 

intensity circulation takes place encouraged 

3.4.1. Material and construction 

operated informal sector 

activities housed in 

temporary structures. These 

could be seen like shelters, 

canopies. These structures 

Most of the street which are 

made out of locally available 

and perishable materials. 

Fig - 1 3 Temporary structure, provide 

accommodation street operated informal sector 

Fig -14 Use the locally 

available and perishable 

materials. • 
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Fig -15 Tent structure, 

use of very short period 

of time. 

These materials 

depending on the type, 

economic level of the 

user, use and required 

appearance Also some 

types of structures are 

made to exist in a certain 

place only for very short 

period of time. 

3.4.2. Shelters 

Primarily provide protection from the 

elements and some times give 

pedestrian refuge. Most are 

lightweight and of simple structure. 

Daily or seasonal basis short term 

vending, can use stalls and cafe 

umbrellas, stalls consist of a frame 

supporting the roof and may be a 

counter or -shelves for display. The 

design varies according to the types 

of items to be sold. 

Fig -16 Frame supporting simple 

structure. Use daily or seasonal 

basis short term. 



Cheaper versions usually 

have low quality timber for 

the structure which the roof 

is in tin, cadjan or canvas 

tied firmly the or secured by 

mails driven in. Materials like 

timber, polythene sheets, 

canvas, cadjan and even 

gokkola are used in some 

cases collapsible units of 

steel scaffolding are used for 

3.4.2.1. Canopies 

Canopies are fixed 

to buildings providing shelter 

from the elements. It acts as 

a sunshade. They provide a 

highly decorative and 

colorful quality to the 

streetscape. -(fig) Canvas or 

other fabrics are commonly 

used for shade. 

Fig -17 Fair, use collapsible units and 

polythene, canvas, cadjajan for roof. 

fig - 1 8 Canopies, They provide a highly 

decorative and colorful quality to 

the streetscape. 

58 



> 

3.5 Spatial and functional aspects 

Architecture provides spaces for different activities. They must be articulated in such a way 

that the emotional contents of a particular act of living, may take place or give the user the 

appropriate mood of functions that tends to take place. Visual perception plays a major role but 

other sense's also contribute 

(Architectural record 1990) 

Consequently in terms of urban build environment any attempt to early separate the function 

from or the character of a place or vice-versa would be a furtile attempt. The success of trading 

space is judged through the degree of its public usage or the high attraction of customers. This 

is the direct result of the" human relationship" to the space it will derived through activity 

pattern and the spatial organization. 

3.5.1. Public open spaces 

and informal sector. 

M Public spaces are the stage 

upon which the drama of 

communal life unfolds. The 

streets, squares and parks 

of the city give flow of 

human exchange. These 

dynamic spaces are an 

essential counter part to the 

more settled places and 

routiness of work and home 

settled places and home life 

fig - 1 9 Open space Give flow of 

human exchange 
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The goal of environmental enhances closely related with open spaces. Because trees and 

greenery are considered by most people to be esthetically as well as psychologically important. 

According to that most of informal activities help to maintain the large open spaces and 

greenery without disturbing the natural environment. 

Economic development is the common and yet more important motivation for creating 

open spaces recent times. Space designed for enjoyment and relaxation with support for 

informal activities can attract people who may then become good customers for retail business. 

Small plazas and promenades are built to provide relaxation isolating from the office work. 

Most of the informal 

sector activity takes place 

along the streets, side 

walks, pavements, under 

trees, set back of buildings, 

under the shade of high 

parapet walls having its own 

low of birth, growth and 

maturity. 

fig—20 Using side walks. 

Walk ways 

Open side walks-pavements 

Enclosed walkways- arcades, colonnades 
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Transitional points 

Junctions of main road 

Nodes of paths 

Squares 

Comparatively extended open grounds 

Market squares . Fig - 21 

3.6 Contribution of the informal sector in religious places 

Informal sectors give vital role in the religious places. Most of the premises in religious place 

accommodating the informal sector. These sector provide all the needs people who are 

coming in religious places, and up grading the social fabric. These activities are arranged 

several manner. Such as, 

bi 



Along the streets -Canopies, pavements 

With parking area. 

Near the pilgrims rests 

Along the special path - B o - tree, Dagaba. 

Place for special festival time. 

Religious place held in special seasonal festivals. Such as perahara .Mangallaya. At this 

seasonal activities, informal sector can contribute vital role. During this period numerous kind 

of informal activities will be contribute. There is a special kind of space arrangements along the 

path for accommodating informal sector. 

-DDR.1N& T U t PK.O C E S S I O N 

A f T E R . T H L P i ^ O C t S S l o t N 
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3.7 Informal sectors role in sustainable urban development 

3.7.1. Definitions 

UNESCO described, 

"Sustainable development as efficient utilization of resources for improving the 

quality of human life" 

Some other authors define sustainable development very generally meaning, 

"The entire combination of conditions and factors contributing to the 

maintenance or growth of income, improved standard of living and well being". 

(Barde, 1990, page 34) 

The necessity of a sustainable kind of development is raised by governments and international 

institutions world over. Therefore, more attention is required in identifying appropriate 

technologies and development strategies suitable for the developing countries, which are 

economically and environmentally sustainable. The local systems such as informal sector 

industries are not adequately explored as supplementary contributors to the economy. 

World bank has highlighted the significant of productive contribution of the urban poor which is 

reflected in the informal economic activities, for sustain the economic growth 

The concept of sustainable development has far reaching implications on the informal sector. 

The challenge of sustainable development is to devise ways of economic development that 

can allow growth to continue over time with out destroying the natural resource base in 

economic terms, it means generating the maximum income from a given stock of assets 

without depleting the capital base. 
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3.8. The problems and prospects due to informal activities in heritage sites. 

When applying the informal activities in successful urban development projects, there is some 

kind of prospects and problems. 

Mostly used environmental friendly materials, like timber, cadjan, piduru mud, 

gokkola are the useful materials which are consider the informal sector. There fore, it reduce 

the impact of environmental pollution. 

Used temporary simple structures for controlling the urban land value conflict. Temporary 

structure needs not large extent of land. 

Contribution of the urban poor, which is reflect in the informal economic activities. Most of time 

villagers and settings are participating this kind of activity and regenerating their life style. 

conserved build fabric. 

in to the existing old building 

with out ' damaging the 

of informal activities included 

built environment. Because 

most of countries, this kind 

It does not damage existing 

fig - 2 3 Restored interior of the south east tower 

of diocletian's palace.(re-use) 
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These activities mostly concentrated with the open spaces, along the streets, nodes etc., and 

not permanent structures. There fore this places are more flexibility. 

In the heritage sites, these 

informal activities are settled 

with the large open spaces 

with close to the parking, 

and other facilities. At this 

planned location, provide 

that easy to enter and buy 

some thing without tried. 

Then these provide user 

comfort and time savings for 

the visitors. 

fig -24 more open spaces use for 

the Heritage sites. 

Problems 

When incorporating the informal sectors in heritage sites, There have so many prospects. In 

addition to that, several problems can be seen. According to that, 
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They have not definite frame 

work to grow and mostly 

accommodate to the street 

lines. Then encroachment 

creates congestion. Not 

only, that obstructs the 

visual directions also 

fig - 2 5 road encroachment. 

Take long period of time these migratory go on loitering resting on covered places, in deserted 

houses and under shady trees. It helps to pollute calm quite environment. 

Trouble makers, instant robbers, pick pockets and thugs can be increased. They help 

smugglers and robbers by selling their smuggled or stolen goods, drug paddling, selling of illicit 

liquor etc., also done by them. 

Concluding remarks 

This chapter is concentrated on the informal sector in general which relates to Heritage sites, 

its impact on urban built environment. And how to contribute sustainable Heritage 

development. 
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Chapter four -case study 

4.0 Establishing informal activities in Heritage sites. 

The objective of this chapter is to incorporate the informal activities and other services and 

amenities to the heritage sites. Due to lack of well-researched information on this subject, 

several researches were carried out to develop a meaningful discussion. These examined the 

Heritage City of Anuradhapura in a wider perspective on the aspect of informal sector activities 

and built environment. Later on two specific cases have selected and examined in detail, which 

identified informal sector. 

4.1 Introduction to the case studies 

For this case study were selected randomly three Heritage sites in Sri-Lanka. Such as, 

Anuradhapura heritage site 

Kelaniya Rajamaha Viharaya 

Bellanwilla Rajamaha Viharaya. 

The ruins, monuments and sites of the rich Sri-Lankan built cultural heritage belongs to the 

2500 years recorded history of the island. Among them, UNESCO has declared Anuradhapura 

as world cultural site. IT has been a lot of enthusiasm and focus on the physical conservation 

aspect of the monuments and sites. This rich cultural Heritage has not been utilized to its full 

potential local communities. Therefore 1 s t case study gives attention, to the Anuradhapura 

Heritage City which is help to urban development and informal economic activities. 

Second and third case studies are Kelaniya Rajamaha Viharaya and Bellanwilla 

Rajamaha Viharaya, which is located in Colombo City. These two places have long historical 

background and at these are live sites with incorporating the informal activities. 
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4.1.1 case study one - Anuradhapura Heritage City 

Introduction 

The ancient city of Anuradhapura spreads over and area of 15 square miles. The city of 

Anuradhapura, which had been the first regal city and the capital for over fifteen centuries, 

could be considered as the best example which illustrate the influences of the religion in the 

historic Urbanization and expansion of Urban Centers. It is Situated 206 Km North of Colombo 

on banks of River Malwathu. 

4.1.2 The historical city. 

The origin of Anuradhapura goes back to its agricultural settlements. Anuradhapura has 

evolved over a long time span and as a result an enormous number of ruins, monuments and 

sites are found in and around the city. The royal palace and the citadel surrounded by ramparts 

and moats are situated in the middle of the city. Five major Buddhist monasteries have 

developed around this inner core. A ring of monasteries of smaller scale has developed in the 

periphery of the city. The climax of the development of Anuradhapura was seen during the 

forth century AD, with accession of King Mahasena. At this time religion played a vital role. 

However, with shifting of the regal capital out of dry-zone region, the city was to totally 

abandoned, and was an inhabited region until British civil Servants and military officers 

rediscovered it in search of historic ruins. All discoveries were ruins of ancient Buddhist 

monasteries, and their conservation gradually increased the clergy population and pilgrims to 

the region. Those facilities were gradually setting, but not in a planned manner. These trends 

could be considered as direct influences of the religion in the revitalisation of the historic cities. 



Fig - 2 6 Area photograph, 

show the historic ruins. 

4.1.3 Haphazard development in the city of Anuradhapura. 

When the abandoned dry-zone region was re-emerging as an alternate region for which the 

major impetus was given the discovery of historic ruins and their conservation, the colonial 

government implemented few projects to expedite the transformation of this region from slow 

gradual process to an expedited form. Comparatively, larger settlement with urban quality 

reapplied in and around the ancient city of Anuradhapura. 

Backed by the favorable conditions created by the restoration of reservoir systems and ruins 

as well as re emerging monastic facilities, development of the rediscovered city was slow and 

steady, until government decided to open a railway station in a corner of the ancient city, which 

brought a rapid and haphazard development. 

The rail way station encouraged construction of many commercial and administrative 

complexes in its vicinity, alarmingly destroying the historic environment. Some of the valuable 

ruins were buried under new buildings, which were constructed to cater to new demands of the 

city. 

Malaria controls were initiated and the resurgent Anuradhapura grew among the ruins of the 

ancient city. Soon the Government Agents residence and offices, the market, the prison, the 

irrigation offices, the health Department, offices, schools, churches, convents, hotels, Eating 

houses and the supporting commercial infrastructure of the Bazaar, all grew around the most 

revered ancient Buddhist shrines. The sacred Bo- Tree and other monuments, that formed the 

Center of the ancient city. 
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Defining the boundaries of each of the monuments and controlling strictly, the 

character, the scale and appearance of structures need for pilgrim worship within 

these boundaries. 

Providing space outside these boundaries for a modern vihara, under strict planning 

and design control. This will adjoin one of the boundaries of the monument sites. 

The purpose is to protect the monuments and to review religious festival activity 

connected with each monument which it is hoped will bring life back to them and the 

whole complex. 

There will be two circular roads for viewing the ancient monuments. 

1. The inner circular road will go around the five monasteries immediately 

outside the citadel, namely MahaVihara, Jethavana Vihara, Abhayagiriya, 

Mirisavetiya and the Dakkina Tupa. 

2. The outer circular road will go around the forest monasteries. 

Five areas are to be developed with facilities for pilgrims, such as Dormitory 

accommodation, Dinning halls and the support services needed to maintain them. 

A clear definition of the boundaries of the sacred area planning scheme and the 

construction of boundary markers at the appropriate positions on main roads. 

Fig -27 map, show the five monastries 
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4.1.4.Planning the New Towns. 

In 1949 the work on the new towns of Anuradhapura was inaugurated. The town plan 

envisaged removing all secular activities that congested the old city to the new town planned 

outside It, thus leaving the sacred city a protected area. 

The new Town planned in the hinterland encouraged and accelerated building activity and 

Anuradhapura blossomed out in the next three decades to the full grown robust and 

economically flourishing Town it is today. 

The sacred city cleared of the sprawling secular buildings and nestling in its forested 

landscape is how the restful place the town plan intended it to be. Pilgrims and tourists now 

visit the old city, pay homage and admire the ruins lying in tranquility. The Anuradhapura 

(Historic city)'preservation board was established by legislation in 1961 and operated from 

Anuradhapura it self. 

Currently in (1986), the preservation board has been suspended and a revised 

" Anuradhapura sacred Area planning scheme" has been drawn up by the Dept. of Town and 

Country Planning in consultation with the Dept. of Archaeology and the Central Cultural Fund. 

Under the Anuradhapura Sacred City Planning scheme, enacted in to law in 1986, the 

following actions will be taken. 
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4.1.4.1. Sri Maha Bodhiya 

Introduction 

Sri Maha Bodhi, which is situated in 

the Maha vihara premises, is under 

high security zone at present. It is 

not allowed to take vehicles to the 

upper terrace due to security 

reasons. But for the convenience of 

security reasons But for the 

convenience of passenger, two 

buses are running free of charge. 

There are two entrances to enter the 

upper terrace. At rear side one 

entrance it has provided a parking 

square for special guests. 

Fig - 2 9 Sri Maha Bodhiya 

Arrangement of informal activities. 

On either side of the entrance path to the main gate, there are small huts selling flowers, oil, 

puja watti and fruits. However this area is prohibited for the other traders. A separate space 

has been provided away from the main path for the sellers who sell food items and souvenirs. 

As it is not on the main path, the number of people visit there is limited. 

Because people have to 

walk a small distance for it. 

There fore such amenities 

and sellers seemed to be 

shifting their business 

gradually towards the main 

path. 

Fig -30 Informal Activities, A way form the Main road. 



Fig -31 Lay out plan 

Social fabric and activity pattern 

These structures were built up under the shady trees, with using temporary materials. If 

parking area is located adjacent to these activities could not seen functioned well. There fore 

such activities and sellers seemed to be shifting their business gradually towards the main 

path. 

Opportunities 

For reached to the better kind of arrangement, informal activities can arrange-close to the main 

road and parking area, and other services and facilities should be related to it. 

H N E K C I Jill ' j i \ x 

Fig - 32 Proposed lay out plan 
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4.1.4.2 Isurumuniya viharaya 

Introduction 

Isurumuni temple, which is located near the bank of the Tisawewa, has been identified as the 

historical southern megalith temple. The beautiful fine sculptures like loving couple of 

Isurumuniya and the "horse and the man have popularized this temple throughout the world. 

Services and amenities 

Considering the services and amenities of the temple it can be seen a considerable growth 

evens though the large parking, located near the main road becomes insufficient on poson 

poya days, it is sufficient for other days. 

This parking space is a suitable 

environment with the shades of trees 

the large paddy fields and the water 

body separates this parking from the 

secular buildings. 

Fig - 3 3 Parking space, 

creat suitable place with 

the shady trees. 
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The museum situated beside this premise has been used for multiple functions such as 

information center as a museum for the protection and exhibition of stone sculptures as an 

educational center. The fair amount of money collected by the sale of tickets, books etc are 

used for the welfare of the place .In addition to this facilities toilet and drinking water facilities 

have also provided in this premises. 



Pilgrims rests located in the surrounding environment are sufficient on normal days, but they 

are not sufficient on poson poya and other poya days. These are two buses provided by the 

government to take people from pilgrim's rests to the Sri Maha Bodhi. These buses are also 

helpful for the pilgrims as it is prohibited to take the private vehicles close to the sacred places. 

Informal activities 

There were lots of informal activities around this parking area. Due to security reasons there 

•activities can not been today. The pilgrims rests located near the isurumuni temple have little 

informal activities around them. These are very helpful for the pilgrims group who 

accommodates in these rests. 

In front of the pilgrims rests, there is food and fruit stalls and stalls for other necessary items, 

people who are coming for pilgrimage. Some are isolate huts, mobile vehicle for food services. 

Some activities can be seen extended space on their own house. Most of the social activities 

can be seen this area. 

Fig -36 Plan ocation of informal sectors 
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4.1.4.3 Ruwanveli Maha seya 

Introduction 

Ruwanveli Maha seya, which belongs to the Maha Vihara premises, too is a sacred place 

worshiped by a large number of people. This Chaittya which is located at walking distance from 

the Sri -Maha Bodhi consist of four sculptured stone entrances. 

Informal activities 

A provision has been given for the sellers to sell flowers, puja Bhanda, oil friuts etc. At on 

either sides of the main entrance. Also and a separate room has been allocated for the 

devotees to-keep their shoes, but it is insufficient on crowded days. On such occasions one 

would take the responsibility to keep the shoes safety taken money from the owners. This 

seemed to be happening under the flexibility of these spaces for such occasions becomes 

important as these activities do not need any built structure and does not pollute the context. 

The huge open space with full of trees in front of the Ruwanveli seya is used by the pilgrims to 

have their meals. There fore providing drinking water supply and toilet facilities and comfort 

suitable location would be a great convenience and comfort for them. 
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Fig - 38 Informal activities 

held in temporary and 

under trees. 

4.1.4.4 Thuparama stupa 

Introduction 

There is an informal path to Thuparama stupa which begins at the northern gate of Ruwnnveli 

Stupa and connects to a foot path runs across the main road,. This had been using from the 

history and is very comfortable with lot of huge tree shades. This footpath connects to a paved 

path, which runs up to Thuparama. 

Fig - 3 9 Foot path runs up 

toThuprama. 
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Informal activity 

On either side of above path temporary huts with various fruit stalls, food stalls can be seen. 

These huts a very simple and made of environmental friendly materials such as Cadjans, 

strow, timber, mud etc. Some of these places function only in the season of mangoes and 

Bada erigu. Also the abundant huts are used by people on rainy days. 

Fig - 4 1 Informal activities, located either 

side of the.paved path 

4.1.4.5 Abayagiri viharaya 

Introduction 

The premises of Abayagiri vihara consist of the Abayagiri stupa, twin ponds, samadhi Buddha 

statue, Rathna prasada and moon stone. 
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Facilities and amenities. 

Considering the premises of Abayagiri viharaya a considerable amount of user facilities have 

been provided. Out of these facilities a museum, information center, parking facility, Informal 

economic activities, book outlets are prominent. The surrounding area of the abayagiriya 

chaittya consists of several facilities 

Informal activities 

There are small huts built beside the 

parking area, which sells Belimal 

water, (herbal drink) and Ranawara. 

These huts are made of environment 

friendly materials such as cadjan, 

timber, and made of simple 

structures. Here these huts there is a 

cool spots which is also useful for 

the pilgrims 

Fig - 43 informal activities 

Abayagiriya 
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Samadhi Statue — 

Introduction ' •„ , . 

Samadhi statue is a well-reputed and well-known Buddha statue among the local and foreign 

archeologists and Artists. This too is located at maha mewrfa Uyana close to the Abhayagiriya. 

Informal economic activities 

The arrangement of informal 

activities here is on either sides of 

the parking specs.The people have 

to walk in between these informal 

activities to reach the Samadhi 

Statue.This arrangement is 

convenience for them as they could 

buy what ever needed (books, 

picture post card) on their way to out. 

It further creates an entrance to the 

place. 

Fig - 4 5 Informal activities near 

the Samadhi statue 
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Fig - 4 6 Layout plan 

Kuttam pokuna (twin pond) 

Introduction 

Two long ponds named kuttam pokuna had been used by the Bhikkus for bathing in the 

history. These ponds which a situated a small distance away from Samadhi stupa is a unique 

example of the traditional Sri Lankan Architecture. 

Informal activities 

Considering the 

surrounding area, a 

parking space is 

located at a higher 

level and small 

temporary .huts are 

located,around it. In 

addition , to ... these 

some . mobile 

services seen 

functioning the area. 

-V;' '<* 

7 - ^ 

Fig -47 Arrangement of informal activities, 
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Fig -48 Layout plan-Twin ponds 

Visitors to Anuradhapura city. 

Sri Lankans Foreigners 

Week days (except Friday) 1100 160 

Friday(per day average) 1600 200 

Saturday (per day average) 1900 170 

Sunday (per day average) 2500 10 

Total per month 46,200 5050 

Foreign visitors 

During the 1998 October month, a total of 31, 767 foreign tourists have come to Sri- Lanka. 

Thus only 17% of them have made a tour or excursion to Anuradhapura. 

The central cultural Fund ticket sales figure also confirms that only about 18% of the 

foreigners, who have to Sri Lanka in the year 1998, have visited anuradhapura. This is very 

figure compared with the other heritage cities in the island. 

Table 2 Percentage of foreign visitors against total arrivals 

Source- Team papers- M.Sc. (Acomas) Course-1998/99- University of 

Moratuwa 



Heritage city/site Percentage of against the total foreign tourist arrivals to 

Sri Lanka-1998 

Sigiriya 30% 

Polonnaruwa 25% 

Anuradhapura 18% 

The above figures point out a disparity between the significance of its Heritage and foreign 

visitor arrivals at Anuradhapura. Several causal factors can be identified for this situation. 

The scattered nature of monuments and sites of Anuradhapura. 

The large number of monuments and sites at Anuradhapura are located scattered over a vast 

area, it requires2 or 3 days for a visitor to explore them as against the Vi day and 1 day time 

duration required visit Sigiriya and Polonnaruwa heritage sites. 

*Lack of ancillary Activities 

Anuradhapura does not offer other types of recreational activities for a leisure visitor at 

present. The necessity to preserve the religious and sacred environment of the city would have 

prevented the development of such recreational activities. 

Present security situation 

The present high security measures enforced in and around Anuradhapura city discourage the 

tour operators and guides to take visitors there. 

.The local visitors. 

Anuradhapura is a popular destination for local tourists and excursionists. The average of 1500 

visitors per day is a high figure for a heritage site in Sri-Lanka. Sigiriya attracts more than 3000 
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locals during weekends but less than 300 during weekdays. Lack of proper management 

system for heritage sites and poor facilities are the main issues confronted by the Sri-Lankan 

visitor. The large area of Anuradhapura Heritage city has a high carrying capacity. City lacks 

detail studies of its caring capacity attracts well over 90,000 local visitors during the "poson", 

the full moon day of June, to celebrate the introduction of Buddha the island. A proper sign 

board system, toilet facilities, places to have meals and safe bathing areas are the priority 

needs local visitors. 

Museums 

Museums, in a heritage city play a significant role. They act as educational institutional and 

also generate a fair amount of income for the sustainability of the city as well as the heritage. 

There are five museums situated at the Heritage City of Anuradhapura. 2 are general 

museums while the other 3 are located at sites and can be referred as site-specific museums. 

The present security situation reduced the number of visitors to the Archaeology museum and 

the folk museum .The heritage area of Isurumuniya temple is not large and the museum is 

located in the same premises. This situation helped to attract most all the visitors to the temple 

to view the museum as well. It also generates an annual income of round million rupees from 

the sale of tickets. Some of the visitors miss the museum at Abayagiriya and Jetawana due to 

poor direction and signboard system. In addition, a fair amount of pilgrims do not consider 

museum as important place for them to visit 

Local economic activities 

Guides and artists 

The number of guides operating at Anuradhapura has steadily declined during the last decade 

due to several reasons. 



*Less number of visitors. 

*Most foreign visitors have their own round 

*The Sri-Lankan visitors now rarely seek the services of a guide. 

*The non- existence of a main entrance point to the heritage area for guides to meet visitors. 

Observation and Recommendations. 

Anuradhapura has a rich cultural heritage world over the island. But this cultural heritage not 

properly used for successful economic and urban development. If heritage is properly 

managed it will make a huge impact and contribution to achieve positive sustainable 

development with in short period of time. 

For that Anuradhapura needs to attract more foreign visitors. At present low no of visitors 

coming here, but not study 1 or 2 days within this site. Following tables will be explaining 

different type of visitors come to the Anuradhapura Heritage City and their time duration 

The resent studies carried out show that the visitors of different types come to the 

Anuradhapura Heritage city 

Type Nationality purpose 

pilgrims Mainly Sri Lankans Religious Activities 

School children Sri-Lankans Educational Activities 

Tourists/ Excursionists Sri-Lankans and Foreigners Recreation/ Leisure 

The studies done on Octomber 98 show thefollowing important trends. 

Visitors Arrivals to Anuradhapura city October 1998 

Source- Team papers - M.Sc (Acomas) Course- 1998 /99 -University of Moratuwa. 

Present security situation in the Northern part of the century and large no of checkpoints were 

discouraged the visitors arrivals. Therefore some sections can be re organized providing more 

accessible and giving services and amenities. Majority of the heritage visitors is interested 

about Abayagiriya and Jethawana monastic complexes. At these monastic complexes provide 
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facilities for user. Such as several informal activities are accommodating there. Following table 

show it. 

Souvenir and handicraft sales outlets in heritage city (October 1998) 

Source - Term papers- M.Sc. (Acomas) Course - 1998/99 -University of Moratuwa 

location Permanent and temporary structures Mobile salesmen Total 

Abhayagiriya area 13 05 18 

Mahavihara area 05 02 07 

Isurumuniya - 02 02 

Most of the foreign visitors do not sty overnight at Anuradhapura. Instead make an excursion 

from the hotels at Habarana, Sigiriya and Dambulla. Hence the town lacks development 

infrastructure facilities for the up market tourists. It has only one medium class hotel and 2 

good rest houses. 

The museum provides better management system will bring more visitors in the heritage site. 

The museums at Isurumuniya provide example for good kind of heritage management. 

Because it'carried out multiple of functions. 

If the informal activities are integrated in to the heritage reduce the possibilities of vandalism. 

The production and sale of souvenirs and handcrafts are noticeable activities in other local and 

international heritage cities. But very few sales outlets located at Abayagitiya area. Therefore 

the initial outside interventions to developed skills in production and to create an appropriate 

several sales areas for handicrafts would be a very valuable investment for the city. 

The heritage at Anuradhapura offers a lot of opportunities for the improvement of the urban 

and economic conditions. Integration of heritage, social, cultural and the economic needs 

without disregarding the religious value and historic importance of the monument. 
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4.2 Case study two - Kelaniya Raja Maha Viharaya. 

4.2.1 Introduction 

Kelaniya which has a proud history is located at the Kelani river on the west coast, five miles 

from Colombo, the commercial capital of Sri Lanka. The sacred cities like Anuradhapura and 

Polonnaruwa, Kelaniya too is regarded as one of the oldest cities in Sri Lanka which has a 

history runs back even before the birth of lord Buddha. 

4.2.2 The history 

Kalnaniya is the 

oldest city of Sri-

lanka, located in 

river bank. The Lord 

Buddha came to the 

Kelaniya solving the 

problem among 

Yakka and Nagas 

with "manic 

putuwa." 

Fig -49 Kelaniya Raja Maha viharaya 

4.2.3 Development of the temple 

4.2.3.1 Declaration of Kelaniya as a sacred city. 

Until recently the temple of Kelaniya was not considered as a sacred and important place. But 

recently it was declared as a sacred place and has been developing to a great extent in to a 

place of warship. 

This has been done in three stages. 
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1 .The renovation of Raja Maha Vihara and development of its surrounding to suite for a place 

of worship. 

2. In the process of improving the sacred area supply of all the facilities/ amenities needed for 

the people who came to warship. 

3. Restoration of the Kithsirimevan viharaya. 

This program of work was approved by the parliament in 1952. 

4.2.3.2 - Planning proposals and their implimentation 

In 1962, the Prime Minister Sirima Bandaraanayake laid the foundation stone, for the 

implementation of the 1 s l stage. The president J.R. Jayawardana laid the foundation stone for 

the 2 n d stage in 1980. In 1982 he opened the completed stages of land 2, of the Kelaniya 

sacred area development scheme. 

The completed stages included, 

Acquire the private land surrounding the Kelaniya temple and destruction of all the private 

buildings oh these lands. 

• Development of the land infront of the temple in a different manner which is a section of 

the Biyagama road. 

• Construction of two by roads for the convenience of travelers, who use the public road in 

front of the temple. 

• Construction of a new road around the temple for the convenience of the perahara. 

• Making of 3 ponds with fountains in front of the temple. 

• Supply of electricity to the above mentioned roads. 

• Supply of water service 

• Construction of pilgrims rests with all facilities. 



• Leveling and cleaning of the land, surrounding the sacred temple, and landscaping the 

particular area for the interest of the pilgrims 

Under the completed stages, all commercial, industrial and ventures and private houses 

around the area (15 acres) were removed. Instead, it was allowed to remain and maintain only 

the places of worship and supporting activities. How ever within the area of 60 acres 

surrounding the sacred area, proper private buildings and pilgrims rest were allowed to built 

and maintain. This was according to the planning proposals furnished by the town and country-

planning department. 

Under the stage 111, restoration of the Kithsiri-mevan Kelani Veharaya was proposed. This 

was aimed to restore as it was appeared in the past and with its glory. This idea was important 

because the aforesaid vihara was under ruins and includes only the dagaba and viharage by 

that time. 

As the above Dagaba and vihara had left over not been renovated for about 100 years there 

had been very little communication between the devotees and the temple. Under the 

renovation of the sacred city of Kelaniya, it has been planned to construct a pedestrian bridge 

of 3 ft wide, across the Kelani River to create a close relationship between the two viharas. In 

addition, it was hoped to bring back the ancient glory of their sacred place by supplying of 

electricity, acquiring all land belonging to the temple and to put them to proper use etc. 

4.2.4 -Topographical implications. 

Topography'gives an idea of the physical characteristics of a particular place and consists with 

the following. Such as Mountains, rocks, stoues, valleys, basins and streams, river, lakes 

oceans etc. In case of Kelani Temple, its topography is a unique is a creation of the nature. 

The place, being a small hillock, all the secred activities have been located on top of it while 

the services and amenities have concentrated at the bottom. This creatively and smoothly 

separates different types of activities occurring in the premises 
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The location of such facilities ensures the comfortability of the user to acquire such facilities 

while remaining its own secular building. The unique location of this secred place, on the hill 

top gives an ideal clue that the place has been well caved and protected by the people of the 

surrounding area. 

F i g - 5 0 /AAlH tHrsLAMCit- • 

Kelani viharaya 

4.2.5 Amenities and services 

The location of such of facilities 

ensures the comfortability of the user 

to acquire such facilities while 

remaining its own secular building. 

There are 4 entrances located in the 

temple premises for the convenience 

of the pilgrims who come from all 

four directions. 

Fig - 5 1 Informal activities - main path 
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All these entrances were provided with security checkpoints. However, lots of people enter the 

premises from northern and western gates because they could buy flowers, oil etc needed for 

worshiping. These two entrances were facilitated with all the needs. Apart from that, the 

parking facilities and bus stand too is located on the same direction. 

Even though this parking 

space seemed sufficient for 

normal days it becomes 

insufficient on poya days 

and on the days when 

Perahera is held. On such 

days, the vehicles are seen 

parked on either sides of the 

road. Apart from parking 

facilities, it has provided 

sufficient toilet facilities with 

water supply for the 

convenience of the people. 

Also there are several pilgrims rests constructed for the pilgrims who come from far away to 

worship O n one side of this open space it can be seen a scenic view of the Kelani river. This 

particular open space and the 20 ft level drop acts as a natural barrier between above 

mentioned facilities and the secred place. 

At both main entrances, there are facilities for the pilgrims who enter the upper terrace to keep 

their shoes safety until they finish their religious performances. In addition, directional boards 

have fixed inside the premises to direct the people towards important places. 
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Fig - 5 3 Parking area, it 

provide flexibility area. 

Along with this, receptacle bins have also been fixed to ensure the cleanliness around the 

area. Close to Devala, there are separated spaces with worktops to prepare "Puja watti" to 

offer the different daitees (gods) 
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Fig - 56 Work top facility- provide 

user comfort 

An information center has also been established for the people to get information about the 

place and to buy books etc. 

Fig - 58 6 by 6 Small hut for informal activity 
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Main two entrances were facilitated with all the informal activities with large open area. There 

is the flexible place for increasing the informal activities in the time of perahara, poya day etc. 

Informal activities and private parking area closely located. There fore people can easily 

interact these places. Large parking area provides informal gathering for visitors and informal 

Out side of the temple premises are cater for the souvenirs stalls, food and sweets stalls, and 

toys for children. These activities ends with the Bus stand, And people to buy souvenirs to 

remain this journey. 

Fig -61 Directional board creates 

clear environment for the user 

4.2.7 Problems and prospects 

• Large open space located in around the secular activities give calm, quite environment for 

the user. In addition it provide the flexibility place for informal activities in special days. 

• Secular activities separate from the commercial activities. 

• Close relationship between the public transport and the heritage site. 
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Problems 

Can not see the traffic congestion in normal days. But the time of Kalani perahera, there is 

traffic congestion. Because lack of parking facilities provide parking arrangement along the 

road. 

Fig -62 most school children come 

for the educational purposes. 

Concluding remarks 

This Heritage site is not isolated from the existing settings. Because all the necessary things 

included this site. Not like other heritage sites parking area, informal economic activities, 

pilgrims rests are closely related each other. This arrangement will provide user comfort. 

Dwellers in -this environment can be increase their economic condition providing services for 

visitors. 

A 

4. 
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4.3 Case Study three- Bllanwilla Raja Maha Viharaya 

Introduction 

Many people identifying "Colombo" as a City of high rises with lot of noisy commercial 

activities. Besides this hustle, bustleness of the city there lies and important and sacred 

historical sites such as Bellanwila Rajamaha Viharaya. How ever many would not know that 

the history of this sacred place runs back to the period of king Devanampiyatissa which is 

considered on the prime era of Buddhism in Sri Lanka. 

There are several folk stories related to the name of this village. The name is that, due to the 

presence of shells in a pond, it got its named Bellanvila. 

4.3.1. History 

History of Bellanvila Raja maha Viharaya is mentioned along with the history of Sri Maha 

Budhiya. This is because of the Bo Tree of Bellanvila is one of the 32 buds raised from the 

sacred Jaya Sri Maha Bodhiya. There are evidences that human had inhabited this area during 

the period of Anuradhapura. 

The period in which the king Parakrama Bahu the 6 t h ruled was a prosperous period for the 

development of Buddhist temple and stupa. During that period there had a closet relationship 

between the Sunethradevi Pirivena of Papiliyana and Bellanvila. It was mainly because that the 

thero who learned Buddhism in the so called Sunathradevi Pirivena came to Bellanvila for 

religious performances. 

The Singhalese kingdom was shifted to Kandy in this period, which began with the destruction 

and sabotage of the temples and chaittiya. 
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4.3.2 Development of the temple 

Along with this Bellanvila became a jungle area with out human habitation. Likewise Bellanvila 

left two centuries as a jungle. But in 1800 it again popularized. The Bellanvila historical temple 

complex started its present prosperity with the involvement of the Thennagoda Thero. However 

it is considered that the pioneer of the present development of Bellanvila temple is Hon: 

Bellanvila Somarathana Thero. He has been organising the annual Esala Perahara since 

1950. 

The present vihara mandira 

has been built according to 

the Prathima gruha, of 

Jethawana at Polonnaruwa 

at the foundation stones had 

laid for it by the prime 

minister of that peroid Hon. 

D.S. Senanayake. 

Fig - 63 Bellanwilla Raja Mahaviharaya. 

Functions and Activities 

Dhathu Mandira, Deva Mandira and the Raja Maha Viharaya of Bellanvila today is considered 

as a sacred site of Colombo city. Also many believe that it has bound with lot of beliefs. Not 

only for" Bara Hara" but also the infants too are taken to this sacred " Bo Tree" of Bellanvila 

laid on the sand terrace and blessed. This sacred place filled every day of the year with 

devotees and especially over crowded on 1 s t of January and the New Year day of every year. 
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F i g - 6 4 1 s t of January is 

The more crowed day. 

4.3.3 .User facilities and Amenities 

This particular place becomes very active and live during both day nighttime and this liveliness 

in also based on and supported by the amenities and the services provided in the premises. 

The categories of people who here can be identified as, the pilgrims, school children and 

tourists. They can change time by time and can be identified as follows. 

Every day 

Week end 

Poya day 

New Year day- January 1 s t , April 13 Th 

The people who come here by 

vehicles has been provided with 

parking spaces to park their vehicles 

safety and comfortably. 

« 
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Not only for these facilities but also for overnight accommodation facilities for the pilgrims who 

come by larger groups from far away areas. They have selected one such place for 

accommodation as Kelaniya. In the existing accommodation facilities are not sufficient. These 

few pilgrims, rests located close to the parking area. 

s e c u l a r . Acr ivr r r 

4. 
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All the secular activities are located on the other side of the road and it has became a calm and 

quite place retain from all the noisy, busy, hustle bustleness. This calm space which consist of 

large entrance gate provide facilities for the people to keep their shoes safety and easily and is 

showed by an directional board. Like wise the place which is for the preparation of lowers for 

offering is met at first and it has been planned to meet the other places comfortably and easily. 

The shrine room, chaittya, Botree are laid close to one another and these 

who worship in those areas could throw their refuse to the trush receptacles placed at needed 

places. This helps to ensure cleanliness in surrounding and makes the user comfortable. 

Dhathu mandir, refectory hall, sangawasa are named and separate access paths are provided. 

The children and local, foreign tourists who came, in search of information to learn the 

importance of the place would get benefited by the information center located in the premises. 

From there they could buy books, and magazines other information written form, cassettes, 

posters etc. The money carried by purchasing these are used to maintain the temple. 

3.5.lnformal activities 

The informal activities of this sacred place have been properly arranged well. The lay out has 

also provided small scale commercial activities on one side of the parking area. These informal 

activities consist with flower stalls. Fruits and other stalls, souvenir stalls etc. 

There are other stalls situated on the both sides along the road. 

Fig - 67 Pilgrims rests are located 

adjacent to the parking area 
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Fig - 68 Layout plan 

Because of this arrangement the people could buy their flowers, oil lamps, fruits etc, without 

any difficulty and make the people comfort too. Also the souvenir shops provide facilities. For 

them to buy a souvenir according to their Preference and budget on their way to home. And 

helps them to remind their journey. Also it has provided public communication facilities along 

with the parking facilities. Further this parking area consists of many other informal activities 

such as, mobile food sellers, lottery sellers etc. 

Fig - 69 shoes Security center 
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Considering this arrangement it can be seen that all the informal and noisy activities are 

located opposite the road and Dehiwala Maharagama road acts as a barrier to separate all the 

secular activities. 

As a whole, a man who 

enters to acred premises 

could easily worship each 

and every space without any 

difficulty. This is mainly 

because the well integrated 

special quality of the place. 

Fig - 70 Mbile informal sector- provide user comfort 

What is unsatisfactory here is that the road breaks services and amenities to two spaces which 

creates traffic along the road .Also such services and facilities becomes insufficient on 1 s t of 

January and on sinhala new year day. (13thApril) in such occasions specially parking becomes 

insufficient and people use to park on either sides of the road. This can not be regard as a 

good solution and need more attention. In addition, in the seasons existing accommodation 

facilities becomes insufficient for the groups of pilgrims. How ever it should be stated that it has 

some kind of flexibility in its spaces to absorb the increasing visiting population. 

Fig -71 Traffic congection. 
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Fig -74 Temporary hut for firut stalls 

Concluding remarks. 

Bellanwila is the more line place in the day and night' It's surronding area provide more 

faciliters who are coming in this place. Informal actives and other related actrvities are linkde 

well. High degree of social interaction creat well maintin of the place. 

4 
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Conclusion 

Urban conservation as a built environment strategy is able to facilitate a desirable 

symbiosis between man and environment and also capable of managing the 

changes of the urban settings, thus guiding it according to the timely evolution of 

man and his society. How ever such potentials have not been exploited in Sri -Lanka 

where the conservation policies are not appropriated with in the demands of the 

context. 

Development planning in historic cities is concerned with the future settlement 

and regions and involves selecting from a range of possibilities these that will most 

benefit the greatest number of people and contribute to their, welfare and 

improvement of the environment. 

In the conservation of priorities, conservation must be considered as a point 

of development. Unless it helps in the generation of more income, conservation 

consumes immense resources that might other wise be used to upgrade the urban 

quality of life, especially in the poorer countries. 

The first chapter deals with the identification of historical sites, their 

conservation in urban development. For that this chapter discussed about 

conservation'principles and methodologies. Under conservation and its application in 

the context described social values and legislative structures and rules under the 

second chapter. The third chapter deals with incorporating economic activities in 

Heritage sites and their problems and prospects effecting to the built fabric, social 

fabric. In forth chapter applied the informal economic activities in randomly selected 

three Heritage sites. Such as Anuradhapura Heritage city, Kelaniya Raja Maha 

Viharaya, and Bellanwila heritage site which was public about the local religious 

sites. At this case study, find out what are the problems and prospects incorporating 

t 

informal economic activities. 
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Then conclusion can be drawn as follows, 

Informal sector involvements in sacred places are prominent in Sri-Lanka and 

seen rapid growth. Most of the sacred places, informal sector integrated in the 

primes giving some kind of identity or character. 

In most cases create liveliness to the places, which are integrating as well. 

Their successful arrangements provide user comfort, more convenience environment 

people who are coming from different directions. More integration of the informal 

sector in these sites provides more attraction for visitors creating live place. 

Pollution of the built fabric, social fabric, economic fabric was not seriously 

effected, and also not harmful to the Architecture. People who are living in this 

settings and visitors coming form various directions provide better kind of social 

integration. If the informal activities are integrated in to the heritage management 

system, it will complement each other's sustainability. For example strategically 

located sales out lets will help to reduce the possibilities of vandalism. 

Lack of resources, will be increased need of the informal activities and its 

create more planning problems and environmental hazards. There fore successful 

planning proposals should include provision for informal activities. Architects and 

planners should consider about incorporating the informal activities in successful, 

planned manner providing comfortable spaces. 

To approach the above aimed Architects can give design solution. For that 

informal activities in heritage sites should be design related to the main function and 

support activities with large open spaces. 

c 
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