


1 

THE PLANNING IMPLICATIONS OF JANAWASA SETTLEMENTS 

IN SRI LANKA. 

A DISSERTATION 

Presented to 

Department of Town & Country Planning 

Katubedde Campus 

University of Sri Lanka 

;// "?h 

'*>•*, //j 

In Partial Fulfilment 

of the requirements for the Degree of 

P E R M A N E N T h 

THE L . f a K . u < V , 

Master of Science in Town & Country Planning. 

S.A.L.R. SAMARAWICKRAMA 

December 1976. 

52150 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

This study was pursued with the assistance and guidance of 

Professor N. Gunaratne, Mr. M.W.J.G Mendis and Mr. M.A. Slingsby of the 

Department of Town and Country Planning, University of Sri Lahka, 

Katubedde Campus. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to individuals, 

Government Departments, Institutions and especially to the Settlement 

Planning Division of the Land Reform Commission for their kind 

assistance given to me in numerous ways to carry out this study. 

In particular I wish to express my great appreciation to 

Miss. Chandrika Bandaranayake for granting me the necessary permission 

to visit Janawasas. 

My grateful thanks are also due to Professor Neville Gunaratne 

and Mr. Hickael Slingsby, the Director of Studies who helped me to 

develop this study. 

I am particularly grateful to my Supervisor Mr. M.W.J.G, Mendis, 

Senior Lecturer for his invaluable guidance, advice and criticism, 

without which this study would have not been possible. 



iii 

SYNOPSIS 

The study is concerned with the planning implications arising 
ft 

from the establishment of Janawesa Settlements in Sri Lanka, which was 

introduced recently to settle landless youth in a collective ownership 

basis in the Vested Land. 

The discussion in the study has been carried out in 3 parts. 

Part I is introductory. It introduces the background to the establishment 

of Janawesas in Sri Lanka. This gives a brief historical perspective of 

the land policies which was introduced periodically and the impact of 

such policies. It also describes the existing organised settlement 

schemes in Sri Lanka. A comprehensive description of the Land Reform 

Law 1972 and its Amendment Law of 1975 is also included in this part. 

In addition, this part also focuses attention of the concepts which led 

to the establishment of the Land Reform Law, and the physical take over 

of Vested Land. 

Part II comprises the analytical portion of the study. It begins by a 
* 

critical evaluation of the present Janawasa Bill x/hich Has recently 

passed by the National State Assembly. The concept of collective 

ownership in settlement planning which is the basic concept of Jana

wasa is discussed in this part with special references to the development 

of collective farms in China. The Specific Planning issues of Janawasas 

as identified in the recent Survey is also incorporated in this Part. 

Part III of the study comprises the conclusions and recommendations. 
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